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SECRETARY-TREASURER’'S REPORT

The Waterloo Historical Society held its thirty-sixth annual
meeting in the Public Library building, Kitchener, on the evening
of November 12th, Dr. Ward Woolner, the Vice-President,
presided.

The attendance of members and friends was probably the
largest of any previous meeting, indicating a more general in-
terest in the Society’s work.

Papers of considerable value were presented at the meeting
and appear in the report. The showing of the film “A Conestoga
Stopped Here,” aroused particular interest.

There is ample proof that much historical material is avail-
able and it behooves the Society to arouse the necessary interest
among its members and others to have further data prepared
for record.

In order that a number of earlier studies might become more
generally known it has been decided to reprint a valuable paper
prepared by Dr. Dunham in 1945 for the Ontario Historical So-
ciety and also an earlier paper by Mr. W. H. Breithaupt.

Grants from the larger municipalities have been received as
in former vears and the Society’s appreciation is here expressed.
Without this assistance and the accommodation for our collection
as provided by the Kitchener Library Board our work as a Society
could not be carried on.
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MID-EUROPEAN BACKGROUNDS OF
WATERLOO COUNTY

By B. Mabel Dunham, D.Litts

The first white settlements in the far interior of Upper Can-
ada were made at the very beginning of the nineteenth century in
that portion of the Grand River Valley which is now called The
County of Waterloo. At that time, it was generally conceded that
the land, well adapted perhaps for Indian hunting grounds, was
entirely unsuited to be the habitation of whites. But in less than
a hundred and fifty years it has developed into one of the most
prosperous and highly industrialized regions of the province. In-
deed, Waterloo County excells to-day in both agriculture and
industry.  The {ertility of the soil and the frugality of its people
are no less noteworthy than the volume, variety and quality of
the industrial output of the County. Here may be found in rural
communities, well tilled farms and huge bank barns, and in its
cities, Kitchener and Galt, and in its five sizeable and important
towns, many busy and diversified factories.

When the five townships which comprise the county were
grouped together, in 1851, to form a rather small, compact unit,
only two of them, Wellesley and North Dumfries, had been settled
by people of Anglo-Saxon blood. The other three, Waterloo,
Woolwich and Wilmot, including Berlin (Kitchener) and all the
other towns, except Galt, have always presented an element of
surprise, colour and interest, sometimes notoriety, because of the
mid-FEuropean ancestry of its people. Here the Lutheran and
Roman Catholic churches predominate in all urban centres, as
they did a century ago in Middle Europe, and the unpretentious
meeting houses of the Mennonite people may be seen in the coun-
tryside, as they appeared three centuries ago in the Alps of
Switzerland. The German language and its dialects are heard
constantly on the streets and in the market-places.

The casual visitor to the county is usually at a loss to under-
stand and appreciate these people whose roots are grounded in
Central Europe. Ouly the student of history, especially ecclesi-
astical history, can overlook their idiosyncrasies and evaluate
without prejudice the contribution they have made to the develop-
ment of the province.

The rural people of the townships of Waterloo, Woolwich
and \Wilmot, belong for the most part to the “plain” sects, and
they do not conform to the fashion and customs of the day. I
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should say that they pride themselves on this nonconformity but
for the fact that they hold pride to be an avenue down which
mortals travel to everlasting perdition. For hundreds of genera-
tions they have clung to the tenets of their primitive faith. Re-
viled, they have not reviled again; smitten, they have turned the
other cheek. Martyr blood of the centuries flows in their veins
for, rather than do violence to their consciences and to the pre-
cepts of their fathers, they have suffered, without defense, the
most inhuman tortures and died the most ignominious deaths. In
the “Martyrs” Mirror” may be read a harrowing record of the tor-
ments and sufferings of their ancestors from the days of Stephen,
the first Christian martyr, to A.D. 1660, and among others may
be found such well known Waterloo names as Schumacher,
Schneider, Koch, Wagner, Sattler and Bauman.

But the torment endured by the early Christians under Nero,
Trajan, Marcus Aurelius and Theodosius were no greater than
those inflicted upon their descendants in the era of the great Pro-
testant Reformation which led to the bitter animosities, the re-
ligious intolerance and the bloody persecutions of the sixteenth,
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

The Great Reformation was one of the most significant
epochs of European history and one of the most ghastly, It was
a bewildering time for all who were interested in the theological
problems of the times, but it was disastrous for those who main-
tained that when the great Protestant had enunciated his doctrine
of Justification by Faith, he had stopped short of the whole truth.
These found in the Scriptures many teachings which Luther
seemed to have overlooked, denunciations, for example, against
participation in wars, the demanding of vengeance and the prac-
tice of swearing judicial oaths. They regretted, too, that Luther
had not discountenanced the ordinance of infant baptism. Their
interpretation of the Bible on this point was that baptism should
be administered only to adults upon confession of Faith, and they
rebaptised converts from the state churches upon admission into
their communion. For this reason the religious leaders called
them derisively Rebaptizers or Anabaptists.

The Anabaptist movement may be considered an offshoot
from the followers of Zwingli. It began in 1525, in Zurich,
Switzerland, among a people who were practically pure Aleman-
nic in their racial origin and who enjoved a reputation for sturdy
independence as well as indomitable industry. These Swiss radi-
cals organized what they called ‘‘a voluntary institution” to which
they admitted as charter members only adults who had been bap-
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tized, upon confession of faith. From Switzerland the movement
spread down the Rhine to the Palatinate and to the Netherlands
and over into Wiirtemberg, into France and into the Alps of
Northern Italy.

Farly in the sixteenth century many of the Anabaptists
throughout middle Europe accepted the leadership of a certain
Menno Simons who had served as a priest in the West Friesland
village of Witmarsum. Simons had heard of the simple faith
of the nonconformists and had noted their quiet, pious lives, their
patience under suffering and their willingness to die for their
faith, if necessary. On one occasion he had witnessed the mar-
tyrdom of an unfortunate rebaptized man, and he became pro-
foundly interested in the theology of baptism as well as in other
doctrines of the nonconformists. In 1536, he renounced the
Roman church and threw in his lot with the reviled, persecuted
sect. Because of his superior education and his evident sincerity
he was persuaded to become a preacher and a writer of contro-
versial pamphlets. Six years later, Charles V, of the Holy Roman
Empire, outlawed him and put a ransom of a hundred gulden on
his head, but Simons found refuge among the independent rulers
of the German States. His followers throughout the Rhineland
were called Mennonites, an adaptation of the Christian name of
their leader.

Throughout the latter part of the sixteenth century the Men-
nonites incurred the hatred and suspicion of both church and
state chiefly on account of their extreme doctrines on baptism
and non-resistance. The religious leaders tried unsuccessfully
to force them to conform to the ordinances. They reviled those
who refused the Host and martyred those who resisted. The rivers
of the Rhineland ran red with the blood of these defenseless
Christians.

To the religious strife of the times was added the indescrib-
able horror of the Thirty Years War (1618-1648). Frederick V,
ruler of the Palatinate and leader of the Protestant cause, pre-
cipitated the war by his acceptance of the Crown of Bohemia.
But the Bohemians drove him from their country and carrying
the war into the Palatinate, laid waste the fair and prosperous
land. The Palatinate was a powerful and wealthy German state
on the Upper Rhine, lying north of Switzerland. The best farmers
of the world lived there, a race of men of Frankish origin with
a strong infusion of German blood. For thirty generations they
had tilled the same land. Within its borders was Heidelberg, the
oldest and most influential seat of learning in all the German
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states. The rich soil of the Palatinate was soon drenched with
blood and its pleasant villages were reduced to a mass of charred
ruins. Bustling burghers dwindled into pigmy shopkeepers and
proud, self-supporting peasants became serfs. Hunger drove
many to cannibalism and mothers were known to have eaten their
own children. Heidelberg was captured in 1622, and the con-
querors pierced the feet of the citizens and seared them with
hot irons. Bands of foreign soldier marauded the country, disre-
garding all law and decency, mishandled the innocent people and
destroyed all their property. Thorns and briars grew up in the
once well-cultivated fields and wolves roamed and howled at will.
Famine and pestilence carried many thousands to their graves.

The Peace of Westphalia, 1648, brought the frightful car-
nage to a conclusion. The map of Europe was settled for a time,
with the Upper Palatinate being ceded to Bavaria. A measure
of religious toleration was agreed upon. The rights of the three
faiths, Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed, were to be recognized
throughout the Rhineland and Germany., each ruler having the
privilege of establishing in his land whatever confession he
favoured and excluding all others as outlaws and heretics. There
were no concessions to the Mennonite people.

When Elector Karl Ludwig came to the throne of the Pala-
tinate at the conclusion of the war, his country was a barren
waste. He began at once to rehabilitate his land by planting vine-
yards where the thorns had grown. Realizing that the Men-
nonite farmers could recultivate his land, he began to treat with
consideration those who were natives and he extended a welcome
with promises of concessions to the Swiss Mennonites, if they
would come and till the soil of the Palatinate. Swizterland had
had little or no part in the Thirty Years War, but its Mennonite
people, adhering to their doctrine of non-resistance, had suffered
the most violent persecutions at the hands of the Reformed
Church. Some had even been banished and others had been sold
to the Turks as galley slaves. Karl Ludwig saw in their plight
an opportunity to rebuild his ruined country and he offered re-
ligious liberty not only to the Swiss Mennonites but to the Wal-
denses and the Huguenots of France.

Here at last was a ray of hope. Thousands of oppressed
Mennonites, most of them from the cantons of Zurich and Bern,
flocked into the Palatinate and repeopled it. But the freedom
of worship they had hoped to enjoy proved to be only a much-
begrudged permission to congregate in their own homes in groups
of not more than twenty at a time. They were forbidden to teach
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anything that smacked of political revolution or religious error.
Nor were they allowed to rebaptize. For these limited privileges
they were compelled to pay to the Elector an annual fee under
pain of expulsion from the country. This olive branch, extended
to the Swiss Mennonites in 1664, was a permanent step forward
in religious freedom, for the concessions were confirmed by Karl
Ludwig’s successors in subsequent years.

The Mennonites spared no effort to fertilize the soil of the
Palatinate, but the state did not regain its agricultural prowess
for two hundred years. In 1674-75 a state of war existed between
Holland and France and the Palatinate became a battlefield again.
Louis XIV sent Turenne, a heartlessly cruel man, into the Pala-
tinate to devastate its fields and to annihilate its seven cities and
nineteen villages. The destruction was as complete as it was sud-
den. Turenne and his band of ruffians fell upon the unsuspecting
people with flaming torches, ignited their homes and destroyed
every ear of corn. Unmoved by the frantic screams of the peas-
ants they ripped the very clothes from the backs of their victims
and looted bells and organs from the state churches. When they
returned at last to Verseilles thousands of Palatines stood face to
face with starvation and death. Pillaging continued from time to
time and Karl Ludwig was finally forced to pay tribute to Louis.

In the year of the Elector’s death, 1680, the French despot
invaded the Palatinate in time of peace, and the Electors who
succeeded him could do nothing to relieve the suffering of the
people. Philip William was Elector in 1688, when Louis made
another cruel invasion into the Palatinate, again without declara-
tion of war. This time he made an absurd claim to a large portion
of the Palatinate in the name of the daughter of a previous Elec-
tor, who had married his royal but dissolute brother, the Duc
d’Orleans. Again Louis burned the Palatinate and the scenes of
this destruction are said to have surpassed even the horrors of
the Thirty Years War. Louis’ agents announced to nearly half
a million residents of the Palatinate that within three days they
must vacate their homes and shift for themselves. It was winter
and the snow was piled deep on the roads and in the fields. For
those three days of grace the countryside was black with fugitives.
The Frenchmen applied the torches at the appointed time. Im-
mediately tongues of fire from market places and parish churches
penetrated overhanging clouds of thick, black smoke. Orchards
which survived the conflagration were cut down and unscorched
cornfields were ploughed under. Not a vine, not a fruit tree
was left standing in all the desolate land.
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Louis thought the time was now opportune to stamp out
heresy in the Palatinate. Philip William, Catholic though he was,
had tried to protect his Protestants, but he died before he was able
to accomplish much, His son, John William, the new Elector,
was impressionable as putty in the hands of the Jesuits, who had
educated him. Although his people were almost entirely Pro-
testant, John William retained the priests as his political advisors.
By 1693, hundreds of Protestant churches were in the hands of
the Catholic orders and by the terms of the Treaty of Rhyswick,
four years later, the Protestants were obliged to accept the status
quo of the Catholic usurpations. This made it easy for the Jesuits
to carry on an intensive programme of proselyting and forced
genuflecting.

There was terrible distress in the Palatinate at the dawn of
the eighteenth century. The ruling classes were heartless, tyran-
nical, extravagant and corrupt. The peasants struggled on in
extreme poverty, praying constantly for the end of the world,
since translation to the land of the hereafter seemed their only
hope for the future. The winter of 1708-09 was intensely cold,
so cold that the vineyards of the Palatinate were blighted by the
frost and the wine was frozen in the cellars. Birds and beasts,
as well as hundreds of peasants, died from exposure and starva-
tion. With the elements turned hostile, it seemed to the Palatines
that they had reached the limit of their endurance,

Then suddenly, as if by a miracle, a way opened to the people
called Mennonite. William Penn, an English Quaker, had re-
ceived from King Charles II an immense tract of virgin forest
land in the new world in payment of a debt of £16,000 sterling
owing to his father, Admiral Penn. The young man was deter-
mined to use this heritage for the founding of a state in which
religious freedom should be vouchsafed to his own misunderstood
Quaker people and to others of kindred faiths. Penn knew that
the Mennonites and the Quakers could live together in such an
FElysium. On two occasions he had visited Holland. He had
preached in Mennonite meeting houses, and he knew how great
was the wretchedness and the suffering caused by the cold, dog-
matic theology and the rigid formalism of the state churches. He
wrote a series of religious pamphlets in the English, Dutch and
German languages, in which he explained his plan for his “Holy
Experiment.” He was prepared, he said, to offer free transpor-
tation to Pennsylvania, and he intimated that, in 1690, the British
Parliament had passed an Act granting the immigrant Mennonite
people from Middle Furope not only exemption from military
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service and the free exercises of their religion but the high honour
of the right and privileges of British citizenship. When Penn
distributed these pamphlets throughout the Rhineland he started
in motion a rivulet of sectarian migration, which broadened and
expanded and deepened into a mighty stream. The first Men-
nonites reached Pennsylvania in 1683, when the good ship, Con-
cord, landed a few Dutch and German immigrants at Phila-
delphia. These founded the City of Germantown.

Penn’s pamphlets reached Switzerland too. Here the Men-
nonites were suffering a bitter persecution at the hand of the
Reformed Church on account of their steadfast adherence to their
doctrine of nonresistance. So unpopular had they become in the
cantons of Zurich and Bern that the authorities offered them free
transportation down the Rhine with permission to sell their pro-
perty and to take their families with them, upon the sole condi-
tion that they should never return to Switzerland. In the spring
of 1709, they shook the dust of their native land from their feet
and started down the Rhine. Some of them remained temporarily
in the Palatinate and were joined by their Swiss brethren who had
gone there a generation before, on the invitation of Karl Ludwig.
The children and the grandchildren of the Swiss refugees to the
Palatinate, in 1671 and in 1709, were among those who began to
arrive in Pennsylvania about 1710, settling Lancaster, Berks,
Franklin, Bucks and Montgomery Counties. Almost without
exception, it was the descendants to these Swiss Mennonites who
came to Waterloo County from Pennsylvania in the nineteenth
century.

It is estimated that about 20,000 Palatines came to the shores
of the new world before 1727. The greatest influx was between
1727 and 1775, when about 69,000 arrived. “This total of nearly
100,000 German and Swiss emigrants to Pennsylvania represents,”
according to William I. Hull, “about one third of the entire popu-
lation of the first half of the eighteen century. The frontier lands,
not only of Pennsylvania, but also of New York, Maryland, Vir-
ginia and the Carolinas, were settled largely by those hardy immi-
grants from the Rhineland and Switzerland.”

Not until 1727 were official statistical records kept of the
names and occupations of the immigrants, together with the
names of the vessels which transported them, the dates and the
ports of their embarkation and disembarkation. The best known
of these records is the one compiled by Prof. I. Daniel Rupp and
called “Thirty Thousand Names.”
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It is not the purpose of this paper to relate the experiences
of the Mennonite people after they reached America. Suffice
it to say that when the American colonies broke away from the
Motherland, some of the Mennonites in Pennsylvania began to
fear that the New Republic might disregard the promise which
the British Parliament made to them, in 1690, regarding certain
exemptions on account of their religion. This feeling of inse-
curity was the chief reason for the trek to Upper Canada in huge
Conestoga wagons in the nineteenth century. The first of the
Mennonite settlements in the Province was at the Twenty Mile
Creek in Lincoln County, the largest by far is the one in the
Township of Waterloo and Woolwich, in the County of Waterloo.

Wilmot, the third township of the county whose population
is largely of mid-European ancestry, was first settled in 1824,
or thereabouts, by Ammenich or “Amish” people. Their founder,
Jacob Amman, from whom the sect derives its name, lived during
the latter part of the seventeenth and the early years of the eigh-
teenth century. He had been a Mennonite preacher, but one with
exceptionally conservative views on doctrine. During his time
a theological problem had arisen in Holland over St. Paul’s in-
junction to the early church not to eat with those who had fallen
into sin. Some of the Mennonites thought that this applied only
to participation in the Lord’s Supper, while others contended that
the practice of “shunning” or “avoidance” or “the ban” should
be observed in social and business life as well. Amman is alleged
to have tried to drag the Dutch controversy into the Swiss Church.
In 1693, he made the rounds of the meeting houses and tried
to enforce upon the people this narrow doctrine. He succeeded
in splitting one of the churches in Bern on this issue, but so bitter
was the feeling he stirred up that he and his party were forced
to leave the canton and go to Alsace. Nearly twenty vears later,
the Amish people sought reconciliation with the Swiss Mennonites
and begged to be reinstated into that Communion, but the Swiss
refused to receive them. The breach is now nearly healed in
Europe, but it is still an open sore in America.

The Amish people adhere strictly to the Confession adopted
by the Synod of Dort, in 1632, and they have always been averse
to any deviation from it in doctrine or in mode of living. They
cling to the old and despise the new, taking no part in politics
or affairs of the world and hold themselves aloof from people
of other faiths. Their uneducated preachers are chosen by lot
with no regard to their fitness for their high calling, and they
quibble over such trifles as window curtains, musical instruments,
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the telephone, the automobile and even buggies with “falling” tops
and rubber tires. The women dress in long, ungored skirts, tri-
angular shawls and dark bonnets, avoiding all semblance of orna-
ment. The men wear broad-brimmed hats and grow long beards,
the cutting of which is considered a capital offence, and no mous-
taches. The children are miniatures of their parents.

The Amish hymn book, called the “Ausbund,” is the oldest
hymnary in use in America. It was first published in 1564, in
the German language, and it contained hymns and tunes which
were sung by prisoners in Bavaria, in 1537, and handed down by
Anabaptists of four hundred years ago. The Mennonites used
this book for a time, but discarded it later for more modern tunes.

The first Amish people came to Berks County, Pennsylvania,
as early as 1714, but none of their descendants ever came to
Waterloo County. Wilmot Township was settled by a group of
the sect who came, about 1824, direct from the environs of Mu-
nich, Germany. Their leader, Christian Nafiziger, having heard
of the good fortune of the Swiss Mennonites in Pennsylvania,
decided to investigate the possibility of obtaining lands in the New
World for his own oppressed people. After he had worked his
way down to the sea, he embarked, in 1821, on the first ship
bound for America. He landed at New Orleans and tramped
across country to Pennsylvania, only to learn that there were no
vacant lands to be had there. Pennsylvania, he discovered, was
becoming crowded and its people were beginning to migrate to
other states, to Maryland, to Virginia, to the Carolinas and to
far away Upper Canada.

Naffziger made up his mind that he too would go to Upper
Canada. The Mennonites included him in a party bound for
Waterloo and supported him in his petition to the Government
on behalf of his Amish people for a large tract of vacant land
on the western border of Waterloo Township. Governor Mait-
land promised to allow each Amish family to purchase a hundred
and fifty acres at a nominal fee, but he stipulated that each settler
cut the trees on a two-rod strip in front of his holding to provide
for a four-rod road allowance. Furthermore, he agreed to grant
the Amish men exemption from military service.

Nafiziger went back to Munich, in 1822, returning by way of
15



England to get confirmation of the Government’s agreements
from King George IV. He obtained from His Majesty the
further grant of fifty acres free to each family. The people began
to migrate in 1823 and 1824, but Naffziger himself was delayed
in Europe and did not arrive until 1826. Three parallel horizontal
roads were soon cut through the forest and named Oberstrasse,
Mittelstrasse (Highway No. 7) and Unterstrasse.

Under date of February 27, 1926, the Kitchener “News-
Record” had this to say in its column, “Happenings of ninety
years ago’’:

May 5, 1836.

Death of Christian Naffziger.

Mr. Naffziger was born in Rhenish Bavaria, in 1776. In
1821 he left his family to look for a new home and reached New
Orleans in January, 1822. In Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
he was given money and an old horse and he came in 1822 (prob-
ably August) to Upper Canada. He went to the Governor (Mait-
land) and was granted a piece of land west of Waterloo, the
present Wilmot Township. Then he returned to London and
went to the King, who granted him and his fellow-countrymen
each fifty acres. In January, 1823, he returned to his family.
Several of his friends here agreed to advance the money for
travelling and, in the Spring of 1826, he and his family and other
people set out. He arrived in Philadelphia and was taken care
of by the people in Bucks County and given a welcome. In Qc-
tober he reached here with his wife, three sons and two daughters,
and in 1827 he took possession of his land in Wilmot.

Of greater consequence by far to the development of the
urban life of the County of Waterloo was the migration of those
Germans who came because of economic pressure in contradis-
tinction to the Mennonites and Amish who were actuated by
religious motives. These too received vital assistance from Eng-
land. Throughout the seventeenth century there had been con-
stant and intimate intercourse between England and the Palatin-
ate, for Elizabeth, daughter of James I, had married Frederick
V, Elector of the Palatinate. Their son, Karl Ludwig, was there-
fore a cousin to Charles II and James II. There was also between
the two countries the common bond of the Protestant faith, and
England had more than once extended a helping hand to con-
tinentals who suffered on account of religious discrimination,

16




It was natural, then, that there should be a turning to Eng-
land for help when a devastation of a portion of the Palatinate, in
1707, left hundreds of people homeless. One of these unfor-
tunates applied to an English agency in Frankfort for passes
and money to take him to England. Although no funds were
immediately forthcoming, he and sixty of his friends took French
leave of the Palatinate and journeyed on their own slender
finances to London by way of Holland. Queen Anne and her
cabinet supported them until they were naturalized as British sub-
jects and sent to New York, in 1708. This was but the beginning
of a large migration of Germans to the New World. In the Spring
of 1709 there was a movement of Germans down the Rhine.
By June, fifteen hundred of them had reached Rotterdam and
the frantic merchants of the City despatched agents up the river
to restrain the migration, but without avail. The people con-
tinued to pour down the river and by means of all sorts of craft,
they came, homeless and dejected, and sat on England’s doorstep.
Queen Anne hastily ordered tents to be brought for their accom-
modation from the military storehouse in the Tower, and set up
in various parts of the city for the shelter of the uninvited guests.
Four Iroquois Sachems who had come to England on a political
mission saw the distressed foreigners and offered them lands in
the hinterland of New York State. From then on, the migration
of Germans to the New World has been considerable.

It must be pointed out, however, that of all the countries of
Western Europe, Germany alone took no official part in the
colonization of the New World. For two hundred years after
the conclusion of the Thirty Years War the demoralized German
people were hard put to it to recover from the debauchery of their
many civil and religious upheavals. Theirs was the weakness of
disunity. Half of the German people had been merged with
Hungary and Bohemia to form Austria and the other half were
split into petty Kingdoms and principalities. The Prussians made
an effort to unite the German States by building up a strong
military force. Emigration was forbidden in order that the youth
of the land might be drafted into the army.

There were many Germans in subsequent years who canie to
hate the regimentation of the land into which they had been
born and they longed for an untramelled life in the New World
of freedom and opportunity. They were willing to pay any price
to escape the bogey of Prussian militarism. One by one they
slipped away under cover of darkness, across the Rhine, through
the Vosges mountains, over northern France and down to the
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sea at Le Havre. Thousands of penniless Germans mortgaged
their future services to pay for their transportation and settled
down to a new life in a new environment. This migration without
a head continued intermittently for two hundred years.

It was 1825 before they began to come into Upper Canada.
The Mennonites picked many of them up at the Niagara River,
footsore and weary, and brought them in their conestogas to
Waterloo and Woolwich. The newcomers felt at home among
the Mennonites, for although they were not of the same faith,
they could understand their dialect. They hired themselves will-
ingly to the Mennonite farmers until they were financially able
to stand upon their own feet. Their genius, however, was not
agriculture but industry, the revolving of wheels and the develop-
ment of towns and cities. At the suggestion of Benjamin Eby,
the Mennonite Bishop, the crossroads called Ebytown was re-
named Berlin in their honour, and land and money were provided
for the building and equipment of the first factory. German fru-
gality, their cleanliness and their love of home and the co-opera-
tion and mutual understanding between peoples of different races
and religions, these things have contributed immeasurably to the
growth and prosperity of the urban communities of the County.

A comparatively recent migration is that of a people known
as Russian Mennonites. But they are certainly not Russians.
Their homeland was Holland, the country of Menno Simons.
Although the Hollanders had never suffered for conscience sake
as did the Swiss Mennonites, some of them, hopeful of greater
religious freedom than they had enjoyed, had migrated to waste
lands in Marienburg, Poland, not far from the City of Danzig,
and had made for themselves a garden in the wilderness. But
Poland was partitioned, in 1770, and Marienburg became a pro-
vince of Prussia. The Mennonite doctrine of non-resistance soon
came into conflict with the spirit of Prussian militarism and the
“plain” people found themselves on the horns of a religious
dilemma.

Catherine the Great of Russia came unexpectedly to their
relief. Herself a German, she had heard of the agricultural
prowess of the Mennonites and she coveted them for her own
vast uncultivated territory in the Ukraine and in the Crimea.
She tempted them with offers of free land, augmented by fair
promises of exemption from military service and the free exercise
of their religion. In 1788, two hundred and eighty-eight families
accepted her invitation. They went into the Ukraine and into
the Crimea and for their mutual protection they built communal
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villages surrounded by their expansive fields. They neither liked
nor trusted the Russians and did not associate with them. By
1860, these two hundred and eighty-eight poor, immigrant families
had increased to thirty thousand extremely prosperous farmers,
a privileged class of German citizens living in affluent ease in a
foreign land.

This German occupation of Russian lands was not productive
of any spirit of cordialty on the part of the Russians. There was
general satisfaction among his people when in 1871, Alexander 11,
of Russia, great grandson of Catherine, issued a summary decree
requiring all ablebodied men in the country to serve in his armies.
For a time, some of the Mennonites were able to evade the issue
by giving voluntary service as medical attendants in military hos-
pitals and camps, but others, considering this action a compromise
with evil and a direct violation of the letter and spirit of the New
Testament, were determined to be satisfied with nothing but abso-
lute religious freedom.

At this crucial time, help came from Canada. In the name
of the Canadian Government, William Hespeler, of Waterloo
Township, invited them to settle in the north-west province of
Canada. Two years later the Mennonites sent a deputation of
twelve men to investigate lands which had been made available
to them in the United States as well as in the Canadian West.
Upon receipt of a favourable report, thousands decided to migrate
to America, and some of them preferred Canada because the
Canadian government gave them a definite promise that under
no circumstances would they ever be drawn into mliitary service.

Eight entire townships in the Red River Basin were given
to the Mennonites from Russia, as a free gift, conditioned only
upon settlement there. Each family received a hundred and sixty
acres, with the privilege of purchasing as many more at a dollar
an acre. When the first contingent arrived in Toronto too late
in the season to proceed to Manitoba, the immigrants were bil-
letted for the winter among the Mennonites of Ontario. Seven-
teen additional DManitoba townships were set aside for the 7,771
others who arrived from 1874 to 1880. The government loaned
them a hundred thousand dollars and to this the Ontario Men-
nonites added another thirty or forty thousand. By 1890, the
entire indebtedness had been paid. The cultivation of flax had
brought prosperity and the Prairie blossomed as a rose.

Russia’s communist Revolution and the “white” counter
Revolution of 1917 heralded another season of persecution for
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those Mennonites who had remained in Russia. Bands of an-
archists destroyed their villages and threatened their very lives.
The prospect of a permanent atheistic and communistic regime
brought twenty thousand more to Canada from 1923 to 1927,
of whom about a thousand remained in Waterloo County and in
other parts of Ontario.

Other mid-Europeans who have come to this county within
recent years include several thousand Roman Catholic Poles and
as many Greek Catholic Ukrainians. Most of them have settled
in Kitchener because of the industrial opportunities the city of-
fers. They now have their own churches and their own priests.
During the past decade, groups of other Balkan States, adding
colour to the already exceedingly cosmopolitan population of the
County town. A cursory glance at a city or telephone directory
will indicate how Mid-European Kitchener and Waterloo are in
racial origin. To a lesser extent, this is true of the entire county,
except the township of North Dumfries.

These non-Anglo Saxons have proved to be for the most part
worthy citizens. Most of them are fully Canadianized in all but
name. They have built up in their adopted country a strong, virile
community of four-or-five-generation Canadians. Nor have they
hesitated to spill their life blood on the battlefields of Europe in
defence of the ideals of Canadian citizenship. Ralph Eby, a lineal
descendant of Benjamin Eby, the Mennonite bishop, was the first
Waterloo County man to make the supreme sacrifice in the first
Great War, and many hundreds of Canadians with German names
will never return from the recent slaughter on Furopean battle-
grounds. The patriotism of citizens from this locality can no
longer be guestioned, no matter what their ancestry.

Nor should the recognized enterprise and business acumen
of the non-Anglo Saxons of Waterloo County cause any surprise.
Their ancestors alone were possessed of the imagination and the
spirit of adventure required to leave home and country in quest
of religious freedom and economic opportunity. Their brothers
who remained in the old land have become the victims and slaves
of those maniacal Samsons who have shaken the pillars of the
universe, thrown all religion into the discard and turned Europe
into a heap of rubble.

Courtesy of Ontario Historical Society.







