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SECRETARY-TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Waterloo Historical Society has now completed the six- 

teenth year of its organization in 1912. Our Annual Meeting was 
held this year in the assembly room of the Kitchener Y.M.C.A. 
building on Friday evening, October the 26th. There was a fair 
attendance of members of the Society and other friends. 

The President, D. N. Panabaker, presided. The Society was 
indeed honored in having as a visitor and contributor to the pro- 
gram, Mr. Louis Blake Duff, of Welland, President of the Ontario 
Historical Society. 

The following papers and addresses were presented: 
President’s Address, “Incidents of the War of 1812 as touch- 

ing the Waterloo pioneers”, D. N. Panabaker. - 

Historical Sketch of the Town of Waterloo, Dr. C. W. Wells, 
Waterloo. 

The Story of our Place Names, Louis Blake Duff, Welland. 
Biographical Sketch of Sheriff Davidson, Mrs. H. 1. Sims, 

Kitchener. ‘ 

In addition there were several papers under preparation Which 
appear in the Report with those read at the meeting. 

The 1927 Report of the Society’s work was distributed and 
met with very favorable comment. Both in the material contained in 
it and the general make-up, the Report compared very favorably 
with any of the earlier reports. 

The Education Department, Toronto, again provided for the 
printing of the Report, and the Society is greatly indebted to the 
Department for this assistance. 

In accord with our purpose to mark historical sites throughout 
the County, the Society took the initiative in placing a very fine 
tablet on one of the oldest business places of the County, namely 
the Preston flour mills. A sketch of the development of this 
establishment appears elsewhere in the report. The Society is 
planning to select another historical site for marking in 1929. As 
the outlay entailed in this work is considerable it follows that we 
shall require the co-operation of those directly interested. 

During 1928 grants were received from the County of Water- 
loo, the City of Kitchener, the City of Galt and the Town of Hes- 
peler. These grants have materially assisted in placing the Society’s 
records in good order, in providing cases for the Museum, in paying 
for the binding of a large number of newspaper fyles, and building 
up the Society’s collection generally. 

The Kitchener Public Library Board has continued to pro- 
vide free the room for our Museum and light and heat for the
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same. Grateful acknowledgment is here made of this very sub- 
stantial assistance. 

A list of donations received in the year is given in the report. 
. 

rIy‘he election of Oflicers for 1929 resulted as follOws: 
President ...................................................................... D. N. Panabaker 
Vice-President .............................................................. Rev. J. E. Lynn 
Secretary-Treasurer ................................................................ P. Fisher 

Local Vice-Presidents: 
Kitchener ........... .. ...................................................... H. W. Brown, B.A. 
Galt ....................................................... J. E. Kerr 
Waterloo ...................................................................... Dr. C. W. Wells 
Hespeler .......................................................................... W. H. Weaver 
Elmira ................................................................................ Geo. Klinck 
New Hamburg ................................................................ A. R. G. Smith 
St. Jacobs .......................................................................... E. Richmond 
Ayr ............................................................................ Miss E. D. Watson 

Members of the Council: 
W. J. Motz, W. H. Breithaupt, W. V. Uttley, Miss B. M. Dunham. 

Museum and Publication Committee: 
W. H. Breithaupt, W. J. Motz and Miss B. M. Dunham. 

The Oflicers of the Society feel that it has been their privilege 
to carry on the work begun by a few enthusiasts who believed it 
worthwhile to place on record the story of the pioneer settlement 
of the County and district and of the subsequent progress and 
development of this progressive community. Records of great value 
have been gathered and data compiled which it would be quite 
impossible to secure at the present time. There remains much to be 
done and the active co-operation and interest is sought of those 
who can and wish to assist in this very important work. Let us 
pay due tribute to the pioneers for their vision, their enthusiasm, 
and self-sacrifice to make this County what it is today.



FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1928 
RECEIPTS: 

Balance on hand at January lst, 1928 ...................................... $329.30 
Members’ Fees ................................................................ $67.50 
Sale of Reports ........... 44.60 
Standard Milling Co., Preston ...................................... 53.20 
Grants: County of Waterloo .......................................... 75.00 

, City of Kitchener ........................................... 50.00 
City of Galt ..................................................... 25.00 
Town of Hespeler...............; .............................. 20.00 

335.30 

$664.60 
DISBURSEMENTS: 

Binding County Newspapers, etc. ................................ $230.53 
Postage and stationery .................................................. 36.84 
Caretaker and Curator ............................................. - ..... 34.00 
Preston Mills Tablet .................................................... 106.40 
Case for Museum .......................................................... 72.10 
Sundry expenses .......................................................... 49.63 

529.50 

Balance ............................... _ ....................................... $ 135.10 

Audited and found correct, 
J. H. Wunsr, Auditor. 
P. FISHER, Secretary-Treasurer.



PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
October 26th, 1928 

Waterloo Historical Society— 
Ladies and Gentlemen :— 

We have come to the closing quarter of another year and the 
results of the year’s work are now taking shape so that we may make a survey of what its activities have achieved. 

While this county has been increasingly noted for its industrial 
activities, we believe it has not lost its prominence as a great agri-' 
cultural centre. ‘ 

The year 1928 has been from an agricultural standpoint, at 
least of average prosperity for the farmers of this county. 

An abundance of moisture due to frequent rains throughout 
the growing season, has produced good pasturage and luxuriant hay 
crops, also excellent root harvests, while the grain fields in some 
districts with heavy soil, have had more than sufficient rain. 

Statistics for the present year are, of course, not yet collected, 
but the report for 1927, compared with statistics of 67 years ago 
which I happen to have, showing the acreage and production of 
various crops, will be found of interest. These brief reports I am- 
pleased to submit for publication in our Annual Report. 

Along with these agricultural statistics, I am pleased to submit 
the latest available figures showing the status of industrial activities 
within the County. These figures cover two recent years, 1925 and 
1926, and will need no comment here. 

With reference to the work accomplished by your Society in 
the year that is closing, it is unnecessary for me to speak at any 
length. You will see evidences of some of the work done, and the 
report of our Museum Committee will give the necessary detail. 

Permit me, however, -.to say that a good spirit of co-operation 
has prevailed among those who have had executive responsibilities 
and any success achieved this year is more attributable to this atti- 
tude of helpfulness on the part of my associates upon the Executive 
Council than to my own efforts as President. 

The Oflicers of the Provincial Historical Society have continued 
to extend to our County organization, much practical assistance, 
for which we are grateful. 

The work of the Canadian Historical Association, in its effort 
to promote throughout Canada a greater interest in Historical 
matters, is to be commended.
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We are also under great obligation to the Government of 
Ontario for its financial contribution to our enterprise in the 
matter of printing our annual reports, which we would otherwise 
find a serious burden upon our limited resources. Premier Howard 
Ferguson has manifested a sincere interest in our local work, no 
doubt from its recognized educational value. 

Brig. General Cruikshank of Ottawa, who has made many 
notable contributions to our work in the past, and again last year 
as those who have read the Report of 1927 will have noted, has con- 
tinued his interest in our local Society. 

General Cruikshank, early this summer, discovered among the 
military records at Ottawa a document of great interest to this 
Waterloo Society, inasmuch as it details the losses sustained by 
several of the early settlers of Block Number Two, while employed 
in military transport work in. the War of 1812. His letter and a 
copy of the document will be found elsewhere in our printed Re- 
port for 1928. 

In connection with this unwonted enterprise of the early settlers 
of Block “2” I think it should be recalled that of those who partici- 
pated in this bit of military work, none of them could have been 
residents of Canada for more than about thirteen years, and no 
doubt, several as in the case of my great-grandfather, had only been 
in the country two or three years. 

Being impressed into military duty of any kind was no doubt 
a great shock to these people of Mennonite and Quaker traditions, 
who for generations had been opposed to warfare. 

Those of you who have kept in touch with our historical museum know that this document to which I have referred is only 
one of a great many which we have collected and which we are 
endeavoring to preserve so that students of our local history in 
years to come may be in a position to visualize the activities of those who were identified with the early development of this part of ' 

Canada. ‘ 

There is no doubt that if the time comes and I trust it may, 
that we will have a sufficiently zealous exponent of the important 
part which Waterloo has had in the nation building program of 
Canada, the material which we are preserving in our museum will 
be of vast assistance to such an historian. 

I do not find it possible at this time to even catalogue a partial 
list of the numerous points of contact between this county and the 
great nation building program of Canada to which I have just re- 
ferred, but turning to the outstanding event of the present year 
from a Canadian as well as world-wide interest, I think this county 
has a somewhat direct point of contact with that event.
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The event to which I refer was the consummation of negotia- 
tions which resulted on August 27th, 1928, in the signing of the 
Briand-Kellogg treaty, which renounced: war as an instrument of 
national policy. 

This treaty, now known as the pact of Paris, signed by repre- 
sentatives of fifteen of the great nations on the date mentioned has 
since been subscribed to by practically all the nations of the world. 

I think we are warranted in considering that Waterloo County 
was directly in contact with this great world event of 1928, for 
the traditions of this county from its pioneering days have been 
associated with the idea of world peace. 

Premier MackenzieKing, a native of this county, who repre- 
sented Canada at this treaty-making gathering in Europe, may well 
have felt that the traditions and sentiments of his native county 
were strongly in support of any plan which might effectively lead 
to the abandonment of such barbarous methods as war in deciding 
international differences. 

The Premier, in his recent address before the Assembly of The 
League of Nations, of which he was elected a vice-president, ex- 
pressed the thought which was perhaps not so clearly defined but 
was latent at least in the minds of Waterloo County pioneers a 
hundred years ago. 

After pointing out that sane friendliness between Canada and 
the United States had resulted in the saving of public monies which 
were better spent in productive industry, the Premier declared: 
“This is why we believe in disarmament—not merely as a means of 
preventing war, but as essential to prosperity.” 

If we may refer once'again to the founders of this County of 
Waterloo, I should like to say that the mental sagacity of these 
settlers from Pennsylvania is evident in that their emigration to 
this country, then a wilderness, was undoubtedly prompted by their 
belief that this new country held promise for them of what I should 
like to call—The Prosperity of Peace. 

D. N. PANABAKER



HISTORIC SITES AND MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA 
53 Wilton Crescent, Ottawa, Ont. 

6 June, 1928. 
Dear Mr. Panahaker:——— 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday 
and desire you will convey to the members of the Waterloo County 
Historical Society my warm appreciation of the honour of being 
elected an honorary member of the Society. 

I am taking the liberty of enclosing herewith a statement of 
the losses of certain residents of Block Number 2 when employed 
in military transport in October, 1813, which I have lately dis- 
covered and transcribed, thinking it might be of interest to you and 
other members of the Society. You will observe among the names 
a kinsman or perhaps an ancestor of yourself and several other 
familiar surnames. These men it would appear were impressed to 
enable Major General Procter to retreat with his small division of 
regular troops from Detroit after the defeat of the British squadron 
on Lake Erie on 10 September, 1813. He was overtaken and his 
force was dispersed by a greatly superior enemy near the Moravian 
village on the Thames on 5 October, 1813. The Captain Chissom 
mentioned in the statement was probably Captain John Chisholm, 
who commanded a flank company of the 2nd Regiment of York 
militia, within the limits of whose regimental area Block No. 2 was 
situated and who seems 'to have been the impressing officer. I have 
not found any mention of the capture of these teams in any other 
place and you may consider this document of sufficient importance 
to warrant its publication in some future report. 

With best wishes, 
Sincerely yours, 

N. A. CRUIKSHANK. 

D. N. PANABAKER, Esq., 
President Waterloo Historical Society, 

Hespeler, Ont. 

P.S.—The transcription is literal from the manuscript presented to 
the Board of Claims.



STATEMENT OF LOSSES 
November the let 1813. This is Concerning the Property or 

Propertys of the Inhabitants liveing in Block Number Two near 
the Grand River these inhabitants were Prest to take there Loads 
to the Troyt (Detroit) which the (y) did and got there Back Loads 
and got on Back as far as two Miles at this side of Morravian' 
Town where they got Orders to make there Escape from the Enimy 
as well as they cold. Excepting one man with waggon and two 
horses was taking Prisoner hy the Enimy. 

N. Y. C. 
£ 5 d The said George Bechdel Lost is a waggon one horse and harniss and halter Chain one new Blanket and a Grate Coat and a Three Bushel Bag .............................. 90 0 0 

The said Property of John Bricker which is Lost is one 
horse harniss and halter Chain and a Pare of Saddle- bags and a Three Bushel Bag ........................................ 60 0 0 

The Property of Joseph Wissamer is one waggon three 
three bushel Bags, one Blanket ...................................... 65 0 0 

The Property of Jacob Snyder is one waggon one Log ' 

Chain and three Bags ...................................................... 67 0 0 

The Property of Peter Erb is one waggon one horse and harnis a Log Chain and Six three Bushel Bags 
and a Halther Chain and a Blanket ................................ 90 0 0 

The Property of Joseph Snyder is one waggon and a 
yoke of cattle and a log chain and two bags ................ 110 0 0 

The Property of Gerhart Wieler is one Waggon and a Log Chain ........................................................................ 55 0 0 

The Property of John Shiesich is one waggon one set 
of harnis five Bags two halter Chaines and Crasslines 77 0 0 

The Property of Henry Wanner is one waggon one
‘ horse and harnis five bags .............................................. 128 0 0 

The Property of Chistian Richert is ’one waggon and 
harnis for one horse and a lieding Chain and two bags and two Blankets and Crosslines .................................... 70 0 0 

The Property of Samuel Slichter is the harnis for one 
horse and one bag .......................................................... 6 0 0 

The Property of John Bien is one waggon and harnis 
for one horse and two bags. Joh Been has goot his wagien again .................................................................... 48 0 0
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The Property of Jacob Bechdel is one waggon which was aprassed by Capt. John Chissom and John Erb 
Esquire . .......................... 

The rest of said Jacob Bechdel’s property is the harnis 
for one horse and Part of the harnis for another 
horse and four bags 
The Property of Joseph Eby is 'one waggon which was 
aprassed by Capt. John Chissom and John Erb Esquire 
The rest of Joseph Ebeys property is the harnis for 
four horses and a compliet good Saddle and Eight 
three Bushel Bags two good Blankets ............................ 

Ehe Property of Abraham Bien is the harnis of one orse .................................................................................. 

The Property of Cornelius Pannebecker is the harness 
of one horse a forkid Chain and two Swingletrees, five three Bushel Bags 
The Property of Philip Pliem is one waggon ................ 

The Property of Samuel Betzner is the harnis for two 
horse a J ackscrew and a forkid Chain and two Swingle- 
trees and six three Bushel Bags one Buckiet Bound 
with Iron hoops and a Tarpot ........................... . ............ 

The Property of Jacob Erb is one yoke of Cattle and a 
a Log Chain and two Bags .............................................. 
Henry Lund one Waggon ................................................ 

List of Clames 

10 

75 

27 

45

32



GENERAL ABSTRACT OF AGRICULTURAL .PRODUCE, 
LANDS HELD, OCCUPIERS OF LAND, 810. FOR 

THE COUNTY OF WATERLOO 
' -—From Census of 1861. 

Occupiers of land. Total .................................................. 2792 
Of 10 acres and under ............ ” 10 to 20 acres ........................ ” 20 to 50 ” 
” 50 to 100 " 
” 100 to 200 ” ~

~

~

~

~ 

” Upwards of 200 acres ........................................ 

Amount held in acres .............................................................. 295,275 
Under cultivation ........................ 183,613 ” crops ............................... . .......... 123,838 ” pasture ............................................................ 56,129 " gardens and orchards .................................... 3,646 
Wood and wild lands .................................................. 111,662 
Cash value of farms in dollars ................................ $12,446,531 ” " ” farming implements ........................ 425,666 
Produce of gardens and orchards ............................... 50,168 
Land held by towns people not farmers .................................. 11,659 

Fall wheat .......... ...acres 27,843 bushels 616,163 
Spring wheat ......... 28,161 ................................ ‘. 501,03 
Barley 2,041 . 52,969 
Rye 1,048 15,764 
Peas 9,846 222,447 
Oats ..... 18,736 616,178 
Buckwheat .. 125 2,648 
Indian com 301 8,351 
Potatoes 3,571 453,793 
Turnips . 3,163 989,760 
Carrots — 94,403 
Mangels ....... 34 9,727 
Beans ........................... — 768 
Grass seeds ............... — .. 2,348 
Hay, in tons .. ............................................... 22,506 
Hops, in lbs. ........... . .................................................................. 580 
Maple sugar, in lbs. ............................. 218,077 
Cider, in gallons ........................................................ v .............. 87,826 
Wool, in lbs. ........................... . ..... 127,929 
Full cloth, in yards ..................... 23,051 
Flannel, in yards ...................................................................... 34,407 
Flax and hemp, lbs. .. ........ 369,243 
Linen, yards .................................... . 9,480 

LIVE STOCK, Etc. 
Bulls, oxen and steers ................................ 2,838 
Milch cows .............................. 12,414 
Calves and heifers ..... .. 12,332 
Horses, over 3 years old 7,932 value $470,921

V 

Colts and fillies ........ .. ..... . 3,062



'gs ' 

....... .. ....... 22,121 
Total value of live stock ........ » ................ $1,181,531 

- Butter, in lbs. ....................................... 604,116 
Cheese, in lbs. ............................. 79,320 
Beef, in bbls. of 200 lbs. ............. 

,, n H H I! 

Carriages kept for pleasure ...................... value $104,493 
Camages kept for hire .............................. 67 ” $ 2,395 

AGRICULTURAL AND LIVE STOCK STATISTICS 
FOR WATERLOO COUNTY 

1 92 7 

Total Average Yield 
Yield Per Acre 

Bushels Bushels 

617,216 25.5 
2,204,370 42.0 
267,142 35.6 
27,797 21.3 
17,560 20.0 

624 13.0 
Buckwheat 91,490 24.3 
Mixed Grains 1,534,966 42.1 
Flax Seed ............ . ..... 1,6 10.0 
Corn for husking........ 16,760 40.0 
Potatoes 164,981 50.9 
Turnips,rmangolds,etc. , 1,394,657 229.0 
Hay and Clover ........ 104,718 1.97tons 
Alfalfa ........ . ............. 29,974 2.42 
Fodder corn ..... 74,313 8.16 
Sugar Beets .............. 2,800 200.0 

210,970 

Animals 
Horses ........................................ 

Milch Cows ................. 

Other Cattle ............... 

Sheep ........................... 

Poultry ................ 7....122 ............... 329 
Hens and Chickens .......... 314,127 
Ducks



MANUFACTURERS 0F WATERLOO COUNTY 1925 AND 1926 

~~~ 

Establishments Capital Employees Salaries & Cost of Value of 
City or Town No. $ No. Wages 3 Materials 8 Products 

1925
V 

Kitchener . ..... . ..... 127 35,819,569 6,874 7,460,067 18,323,791 38,012,401 Galt .................... 75 14,273,463 3,129 3,353,580 6,177,523 11,955,070 Hespeler ............ 15 5,997,267 1,136 961,123 2,032,198 3,747,744 Preston .............. 31 5,195,825 1,421 1,546,975 2,487,954 5,137,450 
\Vaterloo ............ 37 11,812,382 1,178 1,350,006 2,923,272 5,075,767 Ayr ...................... 8 693,534 109 91,552 457,282 997,418 Elmira ................ 16 2,020,246 708 483,068 921,701 2,403,059 New Hamburg 14 879,751 197 162,188 455,715 764,612 
Total. Urban 323 76,691,037 14,752 15,408,559 33,779,436 68,093,521 Total Rural . 68 1,369,370 ‘ 336 264,071 2,317,824 3,235,541 
Grand Total ........ 391 78,060,407 15,088 15,672,630 36,097,260 71,329,062 

1926 
Kitchener ............ 136 35,764,556 7,211 7,724,475 19,843,540 38,598,932 Galt .................... 75 15,041,488 3,424 3,773,201 6,748,292 13,731,336 Hespeler .. 14 6,314,107 1,156 1,029,500 1,923,514 3,727,727 Preston ..... 32 5,414,348 1,439 1,576,388 2,388,494 5,236,801 Waterloo 37 11,051,251 1,321 1,441,016 2,998,756 6,381,986 Ayr ........ 7 573,156 99 94,587 534,790 946,381 Elmira ........... .. 15 2,091,932 590 556,836 1,243,178 2,591,183 New Hamburg 12 851,960 216 179,011 393,474 749,297 
Total Urban ...... 328 77,102,798 15,456 16,375,014 36,074,038 71,963,643 Total Rural ........ 60 1,330,441 302 239,516 2,287,832 2,862,744 
Grand Total ........ 388 78,433,239 15,758 16,614,539 38,361,870 74,826,387



HURON ROAD CENTENNIAL ' 

0n Labor Day, Monday, September 3rd, there occurred a 
celebration to mark the opening, as a paved highway, and inci- 
dentally of a continuous modern pavement extending from Goderich 
to Montreal, of part of the old Huron Road. This road was cut 
through the forest a hundred years ago, from Guelph to Goderich, 
outposts of Canada Company lands which consisted of two main 
parts, one east of Block 2, Grand River Indian Lands, now Waterloo 
Township, the other, and much larger one, beginning with two 
comparatively narrow parcels across what is now Wilmot Township 
and extending, fan shaped, from there westward in a solid block 
to a broad base on Lake Huron, the latter part known as the Huron 
Tract and the whole comprising 1,100,000 acres. In addition the 
Company acquired very extensive Crown Reserves scattered through- 
out the province. 

Ceremonies took place at Fryvogel’s, just east of Shakespeare, 
at Stratford, Seebach’s Hill, Mitchell, Harpurhey, Clinton and 
Goderich. 

At Fryvogel’s, at ten o’clock in the morning, a tablet, placed 
by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, on a suit- 
able cairn, was unveiled. The inscription is: “Erected 1928 to com- 
memorate the opening of the Huron Road by the Canada Company, 
1828. This marks the place of the old log building occupied by 
Sebastian and Mary F ryvogel, first settlers in Perth County, 1828.” 
The speakers were Brig-Gen. Cruikshank, of Ottawa, Chairman of 
the Historic Sites and Monuments Board and Hon. Dr. J. D. Mon- 
teith, Provincial Treasurer. The cairn was unveiled by J. M. Kin- 
caid, Warden of Perth. 

Another cairn, erected just across the street from where Col. 
John and Elizabeth Hicks built the first tavern in Mitchell and 
commemorating these pioneers was unveiled later in the day. 

The cutting of a tape at Harpurhey by the Deputy Minister of 
Highways, R. M. Smith, oflicially opened the part of the highway 
between Seaforth and Clinton. 

In Goderich a Memorial Cairn was unveiled at Harbor Park, 
as part of the general celebration. The principal speakers were 
Hon. James Malcolm of Kincardine, Louis Blake Dull of Welland, 
President of the Ontario Historical Society and C. A. Robertson, 
M.P.P. for North Huron. President Dufl’s address follows: 
‘Abstracted partly from the Toronto Globe of Sept. 4, 1928.
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There is celebrated to-day the birthday of the Huron Road, 
that slash cut, in 1828, through unbroken forest, reaching from the 
frontier of civilization on the east to Champlain’s Mer Douce on 
the west; and linked to the celebration, appropriately enough, is a 
memorial to the men who had most to do with the Huron Road 
and the Huron Tract—John Galt and Dr. Dunlop. Back of the 
road and back of the tract, back of the men we name stands'the 
,figure of the Canada Company whose servants they were, whose 
lands these were, whose hands moulded the fate of this western 
principality a round century ago. 

Here at the end of the first quarter of the last century was to 
be set on foot the most extensive colonization scheme the province 

’ was ever to know. Talbot, it is true, had begun earlier on the shores 
of Lake Erie, and Dickson had started the settlement of his Dum- 
fries, but beyond the dreams of either of them were the ambitions 
of the Canada Company. 

The scheme was a natural child of the war of 1812-14. The 
Niagara Frontier, York and many other parts of the province was 
a shambles, homes burned, farms laid waste, towns in ashes. The 
Icolonist, wiping the bloody sweat of war from his brow, tried to 
rise to his feet. An early task of government was to make re- 
parition to those who had suffered loss. From where was the money 
to come since both public and private purses were empty? 

Galt, trained in the law, had been appointed as agent for 
Canadians who were endeavoring to obtain compensation for their 
losses. He suggested a plan for the selling of the Crown Lands of 
_Canada to raise a 'fund for the “satisfying of the claims of his 
clients.” That was the acorn that grew to be an oak. The Canada 
Company was formed to buy the land and Galt, later to he so illy 
supported in his efforts, was sent out to be its first commissioner. 

The proper adjectives to use in describing the Canada Com- 
pany even yet are not agreed upon. In their own time they were 
called rapacious land grabbers. The Company, naturally enough, 
looked upon itself with more kindly and complacent eyes. Its role 
was that of a beneficient colonizer. If Galt had remained it is 
doubtful if the Company would ever have been criticized for being 
anything else. But he did not remain, and the question had never 
been settled whether the Canada Company was a brake or a blessing. 

Its area, which it purchased from the Crown by negotiation, at 
a price arrived at by arbitration, was a million, one hundred 
thousand acres. There was more to the bargain, however, than the 
mere purchase price—roads and bridges were to be built, and inns 
and 'mills provided. These things, however, it was bound to do in 
its own interest. The Canada Company, indeed, was engaged in no 
missionary enterprise, but had the same acquisitive object as every
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other company from the time of the Hundred Associates to our 
own. Strange asit may appear, the directors sought to earn some- 
thing for the capital invested. That this desire was too strong was 
frequently charged but Dunlop, I think, answered it effectively 
when he pointed out that of the ten thousand shares sold only one 
purchaser could be found in Canada (his subscription was for 25 
shares) and he abandoned them when the third installment of his 
payment was called. 

It is a striking fact that for the first decade of its existence 
the expenditures of the Canada Company on its domain were more 
than the Legislative budgets for the period. Truly enough, however- 
the Tract suffered from a sort of absentee landlordism, and from 
a local management that at times lacked sympathy and under- 
standing. 

Anyway the foundations were laid, and on these foundations 
we see, well kept towns and cities, farms that smile in the summer 
sun, and now at last a Huron Road that must fill Caesar with envy, 
and good old Macadam with despair. But of all the changes of the 
century none so great, I think, as this: The Huron Tract in the day 
of Galt and Dunlop was Western Canada; Western Canada is now 
the Pacific slope. Then Lake Huron seemed very near the setting 
sun; now the Canadian Sol goes down behind a majestic mountain 
that lies three thousand miles away. The line fence has been moved. 

It is of curious interest to survey today the means used a 
century ago to get the settlers into the Huron Tract. Publicity was 
driven hard in both the new land and the old. Here is an advertise- 
ment from the Gore Gazette of Ancaster, Upper Canada, signed by 
John Galt, and dated from his oflice in Guelph, 28th of May, 1828. 
It is addressed to emigrants arriving from the United Kingdom: 

“Notice is hereby given, that the Canada Company, having 
completed their arrangements for the settlement of that ex- 
tensive tract of country, which lies between the Districts of 
Gore and London, and the shore of Lake Huron, a road is being 
opened from the Township of Wilmot, to the mouth of the Red 
River, hereafter to be called the Maitland.” 

“This road is in continuation of one leading through Wat- 
erloo from Guelph; and Government is new opening another 
from Dundas to Guelph, by which route the journey from the 
head of Lake Ontario to Lake Huron, may be performed in four 
or five days.” 

“At the mouth of the Maitland, a Town, to be called 
Goderich, will be founded in the course of the summer, as 
soon as the necessary surveys can be completed.” 

“Along the Road from Wilmot to Goderich, the land,
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which is all of the best quality, will be sold in Lots of one 
hundred Acres each; for which, at the option of the purchasers, 
payment will be taken in‘cash, provisions, or labor on the 
roads, at the rate of 7s. 6d. per Acre, from the first two hundred 
heads of families who offer themselves as settlers; and supplies 
of provisions and medical assistance will be provided by the 
Company—Saw and Grist Mills are building near the proposed 
site at Goderich.” 

To the publicity used in the old Land we shall return later. 
The traveller from America, bound for the port of Glasgow, 

comes first upon the solid stone town of Greenock at the mouth of 
the Clyde. In that town stands a monument to John Galt, the most 
distinguished of her sons. In Canada he has two monuments-the 
fair city of Guelph, and this whole Huron Tract of yours with its 
Huron Road at whose terminus we stand. The name will never be 
omitted from the story of Canada. Hon. William Dickson bestowed 
it on Shade’s Mills that was destined to be in our day at once the 
most beautiful and the most substantial of the smaller Canadian 
cities. John Galt was a great and gifted man, but the name has 
other claims on our memory. He was father of Sir Alexander T. 
Galt, one of the Fathers of Confederation. 

John Galt forsook law for a business career, and he forsoolc 
both for literature, there to find an enduring fame. His was a 
many-sided genius, for he was poet and biographer, critic and 
essayist, historian and novelist. He went back from Canada to the 
old home a disappointed man, but he went there to write “The 
Annals of the Parish,” a classic that is the crown of his literary 
fame. There we have a picture, realistic and lifelike, of the Scotland 
of the transition stage, the beginning of the new industrial period. 
The rise of the new era, with its influence on the thought, sentiment 
and feelings of the people, is painted with the brush of a master. 
It is astonishing that Galt has no real successor as a delineator of 
Scottish life and character. His pictures of the sleepy life in old 
Scottish towns are unequalled in literature. 

Galt died in the Greenock of his youth on an April day in 
1839. 

I have already said that one of his monuments in the new world 
was the city of Guelph, which he founded with some ceremony on 
St. George’s Day, 1827. A giant tree on a bill was selected as the 
first to be felled and Galt himself struck the first blow. “How it re- 
sounded,” he writes in his Autobiography, “through the wilderness 
of woods and spelled its doom!” Woodmen took up the task and 
soon the tree fell with a crash of accumulating thunder. 

And then—“Doctor Dunlop pulled a flask of whiskey from his
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bosom, and we drank prosperity to the city of Guelph.” Did ever in 
the wake of a libation follow such tremendous consequences? 

“Had the nose of Cleopatra been shorter,” said Pascal, “the 
whole face of the earth would have been changed.” Had the Atlantic 
cable been in operation in 1827 we would be to-day visiting the 
Agricultural College and doing time at the jail farm at Goderich 
and not at Guelph. John Galt laid out the new town in the heart 
of Wellington and “Guelf” he named it on the original plan in 
honour of the reigning house at home. The directors of the Canada 
Company had decided the young city should be called Goderich 
after Lord Goderich. But the die had been cast before the arrival 
of the instructions and they were so informed. Their next message 
was that the name was to be changed from Guelph to Goderich. But 
the plan had been registered, lots sold, and deeds given—change 
was impossible. 

If Lord Goderich could not have this town in Wellington he 
could have another, and in the same year, on the banks of Lake 
Huron. The Right Hon. Frederick John Robinson, Viscount 
Goderich, Earl of Ripon, second son of Thomas, Baron Grantham, 
was born in 1782. When 27 he was appointed Under Secretary for 
the Colonies and War under Lord Castlereagh. In the very year of 
the founding of Guelph and Goderich, he had taken the title of 
Viscount Goderich. 

The designer of this new town on Lake Huron and certainly 
the most picturesque figure in the story of the Huron Tract was 
Dr. William Dunlop, to whom, I think, we owe some of the names 
thereabout. As a boy I played in, on and about this river the In- 
dians called Menesatung (meaning healing waters). It winds a 
way tortuous as the trail of a snake crawling over a stone heap. 
The early settlers called it the Red River. 

Dunlop had the name changed to Maitland, at the same time 
that the Hon. Wm. Hamilton Merritt was bestowing a like honour 
on the Governor in the naming of Port Maitland. This Governor 
had gained distinction in the Napoleonic wars and rose to the rank 
of Major-General. He was the son-in-law of the Duke of Richmond, 
our Governor-General of the period; having married as his second 
wife, after eloping with her from Paris, the Lady Sarah Lennox, the 
Duke’s daughter. 

Sir Peregrine, on account of the unhealthy condition of muddy 
York, built a residence a mile north of Stamford village. “The 
Cottage,” as it was called, had twenty-two rooms and was situated 
immediately on top of the mountain, commanding a magnificent 
view. ,A weeping willow which stood near the house had been 
brought by the soldier Governor from Napoleon’s grave at St. 
Helena.
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The Doctor christened one township up the river, Tumberry. 
In 1307 Robert Bruce landed on the Carrick coast of Scotland and 
captured his own castle of Turnberry from the English. The Dun- 
lops sprang from the Bruce line. 

Touching the Maitland is another township in whose name the 
hand of Dunlop is seen—Wawanosh. Wawanosh was the Chippewa 
Chief at the Sarnia Reserve and his name is found attached to sur- 
renders of land as far back as one hundred years ago. Doubtless, 
Dunlop knew him well. 

Directors of the Canada Company were very generous in 
planting their own names in this Huron tract. A few minutes ago I 
was writing of Canada Company publicity in Canada. Here I have 
a broadside which did their broadcasting in the United Kingdom 
a century ago. Reading it carefully one is led to the conclusion 
that the real cstater has not improved his art in an hundred years. 
But the point I am coming to is the names of the directors appended 
to the document. As I read them you recognize the township names 
about you: 

In Huron In Perth 
Henry Usborne Richard Blanchard 
Martin Tucker Smith Robert Downie 
James McKillop John Fullarton 
John Hullett William T. Hihbert 

’In Middlesex Hart Logan 
Robert Biddulph Rt. Hon. Wm. Ellice 
Simon McCillivray Sir John Easthope 

, 
One wishes that the Canada Company and all the early name- 

givers had been content to give names only where there had been 
no names before and stayed the hand before dislodging the names 
that had been home for centuries, for in the changes, as in Minne- 
setung, they murdered a tradition and silenced a mystic whisper 
from a far past. Indian names, what are left of them, give our 
place nomenclature an individuality, and they have a music the 
English tongue knows not. 

The site selected for the new town that was to bear the name of 
Lord Goderich was the spot where Champlain had. pitched his tent 
two centuries and twelve years before. Here came Charles Pryor who 
laid out the town, and here came Major Strickland of that famous 
family with the writing itch, which itch has left us a fuller and 
more faithful picture of the days of the pioneers than is to be 
found anywhere else. Strickland was a writer, too.r When the 
inland ocean of Huron first burst on his sight, from the wooded 
heights that- overhung the mouth of the Maitland, where Goderich 
was planted, he recorded this as his impression: “I thought Canada
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then, and I have never changed my opinion, the most beautiful 
country in the world.” . 

The Major is slow in sending for his wife after he had been 
located in Goderich and she set out on foot- from Guelph to join 
him, carrying her child. Surely that athletic feat took more of 
strength and courage than a ten mile Wrigley swim. A man passing 
the trudging woman offered to carry the child as far as Fryfogle’s 
tavern, and when he got there demanded a quart of whiskey as his fee— “for the child was mainheavy, God bless her.” 

But the chief figure so far as the Huron Tract was concerned 
was Doctor Du‘nlop, the most original, the most picturesque, the 
most humorous figure the Huron Tract was ever to know. A Scot, 
a Greenock man (he was a cousin of Jane Welsh Carlyle) he re- 
ceived his education “literary, medical and convivial” at Glasgow. 

He came to Canada in 1813, having just attained his majority, 
as an army surgeon, and is today an almost forgotten hero of the 
war of 1812-14. He was at the siege of Fort Erie and his record 
there would have earned him the Victorian Cross in a later era. 
He' established a hospital for the war wounded at old Niagara.

' 

The war over, he went to India. where an episode gained for 
him the nickname “Tiger”, a sobriquet that would not have been 
inappropriate even without the episode. When fever sent him home 
he' lectured in Edinburgh on medical jurisprudence, dabbled in 
journalism, and contributed to the magazines of the day. 

One likes to piece together the events of long ago. Dunlop and 
Galt were Greenock men, they belonged to the craft of writers; they 
were in the Blackwoods ring. It is not strange that when Galt set 
out for Canada to be head of a new empire he should take Dunlop 
with him, and make him, later, ambassador in the western realm. ‘ 

For nearly a score of years Dunlop was a Goderich man, finally 
representing the Huron District in the Legislature. His term as a 
parliamentarian ended in his being appointed to public office, and 
there were whispers that the job was created for him to rid the 
House of a caustic tongue. While he was voluble enough in both 
speech and writing he had a habit at times of sending out very 
brief letters. When the Hon. William Draper ’wrote offering the 
superintendency of the Lachine Canal (the job to which I have 
referred) Dunlop’s reply had but four words: “Can a duck swim?” 

One morning a newspaper came with the startling intelligence 
that George IV was dead and this new Goderich was eight weeks 
gone in a new reign. A celebration was at once arranged. All the 
settlers were invited to the Buttonwood~ Flats, a mile from" the, mouth 
of the river. Everyone within a radius of ten miles came.— Pryor 
made a speech, then read a proclamation. The party formed a circle 
by joining hands, and sang God Save the King, accompanied by
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the Coderic‘hband of two fiddles and a tamboureen. There on the 
.sward was a pail of whiskey with a teacup floating in it. No wonder 
the party ended with cheers for Queen Adelaide, the Canada Com- 
pany and Doctor Dunlop. 

The story of the’life of Dunlop is a treasurehouse of narrative 
in which the special gems are the Dunlop wedding and the Dunlop 
will. Louisa McColl, a very thrifty, industrious Highland lass of 
good sense, had come out to be housekeeper at Cairbraid, the Dun- 
lop home on the Colborne side, where he and his brother Robert, 
the naval captain, had kept batch hall. It is doubtful if any other 
two men in Christendom were in such need of feminine hands and 
a feminine head as were these two Dunlops. Her reign was quite 
young when it seemed about to terminate. The brothers held a 
cotlncil of war at which it was agreed that one of them should save 
the situation by marrying the girl. Which one? The doctor advo- 
cated tossing a coin, a plan which he was able to endorse with some 
confidence since he had a penny with a counterfeit presentment of 
George, IV on both sides. The wary doctor chose heads. The unwary 
naval captain chosetails. The coin was tossed three times, and, 
incredible as it may appear, it turned heads each time. “Robert, 
you lose; you’ll have to marry her, “said the doctor. Robert did 
marry her. ' 

The doctor went in later years, as we have seen, to Lachine, 
and when word came that he was dangerously ill, the Widow Dunlop, 
for the Captain was now dead, hurried to his bedside and nursed 
him to the end. Then in the Indian summer she set out on the long 
journey home with the body. At Hamilton the casket was given a 
temporary resting place in the plot of Sir Allan McNab. When 
Winter had improved the roads, it was lifted again and the Widow 

- Dunlop continued her doleful journey with the heavy laden coffin, 
Here was his grave by the winding Maitland he knew so well. 

One could not better sum up Doctor Dunlop than in the words 
of Robina and Kathleen MacFarlane Lizars in their “In the Days 
of the Canada Company”‘,——“There was not an untrue or selfish 
thread in his cord of life. He made no boast of religion; he simply 
lived it; the chief tenet in it was charity. The half obliterated 
letters on that gray slab are not his epitaph. He is best remembered 
by what he did, and when even that shall have faded, a whole 
country-side of happy and prosperous homes shall remain to keep 
his memory green.” ‘ 

Well, the-Huron Tract is a whole countryside of happy and 
prosperoue homes. The six-foot-three long since was laid on the 
hill, but the essence of the man, his humor, his honesty, his courage 
and his spirit these 'will remain with us long' as the Huron Tract has 
a memory. '
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There is but one other of the stature of Dunlap—a composite 
figure—the pioneer. No tongue has ever told or ever can tell the 
story of his heartbreaks—hearthreaks for the homeland and the 
homefolk he Was never to see again, heartbreaks for the solitude 
that lay about him here, heartbreaks for the mountains of arduous 
toil to make a clearing and a home. Sturdy and resolute he fought 
to the end. When we reap let us not forget the man who sowed and 
went OH to his rest before the harvest.



A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE TOWN OF WATERLOO, 
ONTARIO. 

BY CLAYTON W. WELLS, L.D.S., D.D.S. 

INDIAN OCCUPATION 
When Richard Beasley, 

living at Hamilton about 
the close of the Eigh- 
teenth Century, first sent 
his Indian guides with 
the pioneer Mennonites to 
view the land that is now 
Waterloo County, then 
thickly wooded and unin- 
habited by the white man, 
they were amazed with 
what they saw. There was 
rolling land, rich soil and 
many varieties of trees, 
some of the giant pines 
being five to six feet in 
diameter, and towering 
175 to 185 feet or more 
above them; these were 
the actual measurements 
of trees that were after- 
wards felled. There was 
natural drainage, plenty 
of water, and besides 
these advantages, the 
woods had an abundance 
of large and small game, 
and the streams a large 
variety of fish. 

From the many crude THE GLADIOLUS 
stone implements that THE OFFICIAL TOWN FLOWER 
have been found, some of 
them very large, also pottery of a very early period, pipes and 
arrowheads and spearheads made of stone, there is no doubt that 
tribes of Indians occupied the district. 

There is in Waterloo Park a valuable Indian relic in the form 
of an irregularly shaped stone, weighing 1000 to 1500 pounds. On
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the upper or grinding surface, there are six or more shallow cir- 
cular depressions or basins, each being eight to fourteen inches in 
diameter, where the Indians had worn them hollow in grinding 
their tomahawks and other articles made of stone. This grindstone 
was brought to Waterloo Park by Jacob Stroh in 1890.; It was 
found at Glennie’s Springs, north of Conestogo, where no doubt 
there existed an Indian village centuries ago. 

There has recently arrived at the Park as a loan from Mr. 
Stroh, another useful article used by the early Indians of Waterloo 
County in a village that existed at that time. It is a very large stone 
of grey granite, about three by six feet in dimension, and weighing 
approximately a ton and a half. One side of this huge stone is 

flat, and a part of this upper flat surface was used by the Indians 
in grinding grain and nuts and pulping food. This surface con- 
tains two shallow bowls or circular depressions, each about a foot 
in diameter, which were used in grinding food. The other half or 
more of the large flat surface is worn and polished very smoothly 
and was no doubt used in dressing skins and furs, which were the 
clothing of the Indians in those early days. 

This latter stone was found on the site of an Indian village 
at Suraras Springs on the Huron Road, two miles south of Mann- 
heim. “ 

These relics of an early occupation of Waterloo County have 
been placed near the old log building in Waterloo Park which was 
the first schoolhouse in the settlement that became the Town of 
Waterloo. It was built in 1820. 

A history of the Town of Waterloo and surrounding district 
must therefore, begin with its occupation by the Indians at some 
remote period, Indians probably of numerous earlier tribes before 
the Government granted the 12-mile strip of land along the Grand 
River to the Six Nation Indians. 

~ 
Mr. Jacob Stroh, a naturalist and archaeologist of more than 

local repute, has devoted many years to a studyof the Indians of 
this district, and has gathered one of the finest collections of Indian 
remains in Canada. 

He has located quite a number of their village sites through: 
out the County, at points not too far from the Grand River, and 
nearly always near a sparkling spring. It is clearly noticeable that 
a number of these villages had been fortified, probably as a pro- 
tection against wild animals, 'or perhaps against other tribes. 

Some of these ancient Indian villages lie just outside the 
Waterloo corporation limits, and} at least one of them is in the 
Town itself.
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Mr. Stroh has proved his surmise correct on many occasions 
by finding accumulations of ashes from their camp fires in spots 
as yet untouched by the white man’s plough, some of these being 
under the stumps of one time huge trees, hundreds of years old, 
that have grown over these ash heaps; also, many of his stone im- 
plements, pottery and other objects were excavated at these Indian 
village sites. 

Tm: COMING or THE MENNONITES 
Abraham Erb was the first settler in what is now the Town of 

Waterloo, coming from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1806. 
He purchased 900 acres of land that was not considered valu- 

able, as much of it was low-lying cedar swamp, marshy and un‘ 
inviting. However, notwithstanding that his brother John advised 
him to the contrary, Abraham Erb located on this property, and 
this beginning later developed into the present Town of Waterloo. 

The County Registry Office records show that Richard Beasley 
sold a block of land to Daniel and Jacob Erb in 1805 as agents 
of the German Company. This was the bulk of Waterloo Town‘ 
ship, 60,000 acres, for which 10,000 Pounds were paid, or at the 
rate of 81 1/10 cents per acre, and they, in turn, sold Abraham Erb 
448 acres on July 20th, 1805, this being part of the site of the 
Town of Waterloo. 

Those of us, who have spent many years in the town, are 
familiarwith the fact that the land is low-lying for the residents 
have been moving the hills into the swamps for over one hundred 
years,’in order to bring the lots up to a level where they could 
be sufiiciently drained for residential or other purposes, and many 
a building has its foundations on oak planks, resting on quicksand 
or black swamp muck. , 

Not so many years ago, in excavating for a sewer on King 
Street, a block south of the original Abraham Erb mill, an old 
corduroy road made of elm logs was encountered, eight to ten feet 
below the present street level; also in October, this year, (1928), 
on lower King Street, cedar stumps, large pieces of elm wood, and 
good samples of peat were brought up from a depth of nine to ten 
feet below the present surface. 

Abraham Erb erected a saw mill, and later, -in 1816, a grist 
mill, propelled by water with the old-fashioned overshot wheel. 
The power was secured by making a dam on Laurel Creek, and 
for many years known as the Waterloo “dam, and more recently 
as Silver Lake since it was acquired and is now a part of the 
Waterloo Park System. 
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When he erected his mill in 1816, Abraham Erb built a large 
fireplace in the basement and added a wooden floor and some rough 
furniture, making this part of the mill comfortable and inviting, 
especially on cold wintry days when a log was burning on the 
hearth. The fireplace was made of brick and massive field stone, 
and was built into the foundation, with an opening five feet wide 
and proportionately deep and high. 

Such fireplaces were common in those days, as stoves had not 
been invented, and all cooking and heating of houses was done b 
means of fireplaces. It was not strange that Abraham Erb should 
have built a fireplace in his mill, for it proved to be a necessity. 

As this mill was one of the first in this section of the country, 
farmers had to bring their grain long distances to be ground into 
flour. Even if the distance was not great, a trip over poor trails, 
and over corduroy roads through swamps was a difiicult one and 
slow as well, for oxen were used for teaming. Consequently, a trip 
to the mill was often, a matter of two or three days, instead of that 
number of hours in the present age of good roads and rapid transit. 

While waiting for his grist the farmer lounged about the base- 
ment where it was warm and comfortable, and where he met his 
friends, the other farmers, so that it became a social centre, and a 
business mart as well, for many business trades were made there 
and many things discussed. They warmed their victuals and made 
coffee at the fireplace, and at night wrapped themselves in their 
blankets and slept on the floor, or on the bags of bran, or anywhere 
so long as they received the warmth of the fire place. 

They had to camp in the mill for there were no hotels then; 
during their stay in the mill settlement, the farmers’ oxen were 
comfortably stabled in a building which stood on the site now 
occupied by the block of stores on the south side of Erb Street and 
East side of King Street, directly opposite the Bank of Montreal. 

Dundas wharf was the nearest shipping point in the old days, 
and all produce had to be teamed by oxen to that point, while salt 
and other supplies were brought back. 

Until mills were established in Waterloo County, all wheat had 
to be taken to the mill at Dundas to be ground, and many a trip 
was made on horseback with part of a bag of grain carried on the 
horse’s back, in order to relieve more quickly the shortage in the 
forest home away back in the Waterloo Settlement. 

When Abraham Erb’s mill was taken down and removed in 
1927, after being in continuous use for 111 years, most of the 
foundations were blasted and the stone hauled away. I believe, 
however, that part of the foundation and the old fireplace was left
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in place and covered over with mother earth, an invisible monu- 
ment to the courage, energy and enterprise of the first settler and 
founder of Waterloo, Abraham Erb. ‘ 

After the building of the mill, others were anxious to join the 
settlement to carry on various enterprises, but Abraham Erb was 
reluctant to parcel out his land in small lots, and settlement was 
therefore retarded. 

The Waterloo Historical Society is in possession of Abraham 
Erb’s daybook, from 1822 to 1826. Most of the entries are in 
English, but some are in German. Values are denoted in pounds, 
shillings and pence, and a few in dollars and cents. This book was 
found about 1875 when tearing down a very old building. The 
workmen had discarded it amongst a heap of rubbish, and my 
father, the late Walter Wells, rescued it and thus preserved a valu- 
able record. 

On September lst, 1829, Abraham Erb transferred 240 acres 
of land including his saw-mill and flour-mill to Jacob C. Snider, 
who had moved from Pennsylvania to a farm a little west of the 
present town, and Mr. Snider, great-grandfather of Frederick W. 
Snider, who is now, with his partner, the owner of the same flour 
mill, carried on business here for many years. 

As the waterpower was not sufficient for his purposes, he in- 
stalled a steam plant. As he then had more power than he required, 
he added a distillery to his other lines, and this branch of the 
business was carried on actively for a long time. 

His son Elias then rented the mill, and, as he objected to having 
the still, his father removed it to his own farm. 

‘Jacob C Snider transferred 320 acres to his son Elias in 1853, 
(see County Records), including the mill property and much of 
what is now the central part of town. A landmark for many years 
was a tall poplar tree which stood near the mill. It was said that 
early in the century a poplar switch was used to drive a team of 
horses from Pennsylvania, and, on his arrival, the driver planted 
the switch near the mill. It grew to be a very large tree, five feet 
or more in diameter, and for many years a heavy cable circled it 
several times as an anchor for a tall iron smokestack, the bark 
finally growing over the cable. The tree was cut down in the 90’s 
to make way for street improvements, the tree having been planted 
before there was a street. 

The community had a very slow growth for three decades or 
more after Abraham Erb first located in the cedar swamp, for 
Jacob C. Snider, like his predecessor, was not anxious to sell his 
land in small lots to intending settlers. He had a large family and 
preferred holding his lands as an inheritance.
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However, from 1820 on, settlers did come, but not in large 
numbers. Many of them Were from Germany and other central 
European'countries, and, while the earlier settlers were mostly 
Mennonites and farmers as a class, the newcomers, from Germany 
especially, were artisans from the towns and villages, no doubt at- 
tracted to Waterloo County by the German language spoken there. 

THE GERMAN SETTLERS ARRIVE 
They were master workmen, these German emigrants, and 

many trades were represented. There were masons, carpenters, hand- 
loom weavers, pumpmakers, blacksmiths, metal workers, potters 
and others. 

They built their homes usually right on the street line, much 
after the old country fashion, and thus provided large thrifty 
gardens where they raised large quantities of potatoes and other 
vegetables; many of them also kept pigs and a cow, to furnish meat 
and milk for their growing families. 

After all the changes many years have wrought on Waterloo’s 
main streets, it is noticeable that North King Street and northwest 
Albert Street, the latter familiarly called ‘Die Batchegass’” in the 
old days, still resemble “Alt Niimberg” or some other village in 
old Germany. 

I have been told by a number of these settlers, that, while 
they came to Canada, the land of the free, on account of the greater 
opportunities here, the compulsory military service imposed on them 
and their sons was distasteful to them, and they lived in constant 
dread of war breaking out. 

The influx of immigrants, direct from the old country, was 
distributed in the various villages; Waterloo village first became 
the trading centre of the district and had a post-oflice before the 
Sand Hills, as Berlin (now Kitchener) was called, so that the 
residents had to come two miles to Waterloo for their mail. How- 
ever, this later changed, and Berlin became the most important 
trading centre in the northern part of the County. 

Preston and Bridgeport very early became active villages also, 
on account of their mills and waterpower. Bridgeport at one time 
had more and better stores than either Berlin or Waterloo, and 
it was said that you could buy a hat in either Berlin or Waterloo, 
but if you wanted a ribbon for it, you had to go to Bridgeport. 

The name “Waterloo” proved very appropriate in later years, 
for owing to the many artesian or flowing wells, (at one time there 
were 65 or more), it was said that the town lay over an under- 
ground river. When the waterworks system was established in 
1899, after we had been using Berlin water for ten years, it was
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necessary to sink three deep artesian wells with pipes of large 
diameter, in order to have a sufficient water supply; the numerous 
Small wells throughout the town then ceased to flow, and it was 
not long before all were using water from the municipal system. 

- WATERLOO BEGINS A Mom: RAPID GROWTH 
In the year 1854, Elias Snider sold most of his holdings of land 

to John Hoffman and Isaac Weaver, retaining the mill property, 
the dam and various lots. The price .obtained was said to have 
been $32,000. The land was surveyed by Mr. Schofield, a well 
{mownlgerlin surveyor of that time, staked off into lots, and the 
ots so . 

It was at this time that Waterloo really began to show sub- 
stantial growth, as the policy of the new owners of the land was 
to sell and promote rapid settlement. The population was but 250 
in 1851, and in 1857 its rapid growth allowed it to assume the 
dignity of a village. 

Messrs. Hoffman and Weaver advertised the lots to be sold by 
auction, and on the day of the sale, a large wagon, drawn by oxen, 
was loaded with refreshments, liquid and solid. The auctioneer used 
this wagon as a stand, and moved from lot to lot until all were 
sold, the people meanwhile helping themselves to the refreshments 
they wished, free of course. 

One must admire the enterprise and vision which prompted 
these men to lay out the village on broad lines. King Street, even 
at this early date, (1854-), was made about 84 feet wide from the 
Berlin boundary, almost to the mill in the centre of the village. 

One would almost think they had planned for a large city, in 
this settlement of a few hundred people. They could not have 
done better even if they had had visions of the motor traffic as we 
have it to-day. Erb and Albert Streets also, were made of liberal 
width. 

Contrast this with the action of the Council of the Town of 
Waterloo of the year 1911. Abraham Erb had very wisely set aside 
a square of liberal dimensions, right in the heart of the settlement. 
It was in front of the mill, being bounded by the mill on the South 
side, Erb Street on the north, and King Street on the east. It was 
part of the mill property, but there was a stipulation in the deed 
of land which bounded it on the west side, and on which Snyder’s 
Block (now the Ontario Equitable Building) was afterwards 
erected, that this square could not be fenced, but must be left open 
for easy access to both Snyder’s Block and the mill. 

In 1910-1911, Mayor Levi Graybill made strenuous efforts to 
have King Street paved, as it had been in a very rough condition
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for a number of years, but he died early in 1911 before action was 
taken. His good work bore fruit, however, and later in the same 
year, steps were talren to provide this much needed improvement. 

The square had been used as a town square or plaza since 1816, 
a matter of 95 years. William Snider, then )the owner of the mill 
property, realizing that frontage taxes must be paid for the pave- 
ment fronting on the square on both King and Erb Streets, formally 
offered to deed the square to the town, as it was virtually the town 
square, and had been used as such for almost 100 years. 

The matter came up at a meeting of the Council on October 
23rd, 1911, and after it had been discussed pro and con, it was 
“moved by Mr. ................ , and seconded by Mr. ................ , That this 
council does not favour the acceptance of that parcel of land lying 
on the south side of Erb Street, from King Street to Devitt’s Block, 
and along the west side of King Street to the Mill corner.”l One 
member made the statement that they would compel Mr. Snider to 
pay frontage taxes on this land, the public square which the town 
had freely used for 95 years. 

As a result of their action, Mr. Snider purchased the property 
which adjoined the square on the west side, removed the restriction 
in the deed that the square must be kept open, and sold a large part 
of it to the Molson’s Bank for $10,000.00. A bank and [office 
building was then erected, and the square lost to the town forever. 

The earliest public building was the township hall, a frame 
building with white pillars in the colonial style of architecture, 
located about where the present Lutheran Church stands on King 
Street north. The first retail store was opened by John Hamilton 
in the same locality. Before 1854, a large proportion of the build- 
ings in the settlement were located north of Erb Street, mostly 
along King. No doubt this was due to this section being higher 
and better drained land than that south of King, which was largely 
cedar swamp. Exceptions to this were the fine residences of John 
Hoffman and Isaac Weaver. Mr. Hoffman built the fine residence 
now occupied by Mr. Ford Kumpf; and his spacious grounds, with 
trout pond and large orchard, extended from King Street, east to 
where Willow Street has since been surveyed. There was no George 
Street, or Allen Street at that time. A picnic grove, where many 
village picnics were held, was reached by means of a lane, the 
entrance being a large gate at King Street, at the late residence 
of Mr. and Mrs. George Diebel. The grounds were located between 
what are now Herbert and Willow Streets, a well-wooded grove on 
the hillside. 

Mr. Weaver built his residence farther south; 
i 

this was the 
house for many years occupied by the late George Randall, since

29



removed to make way for the palatial ofiice building of the Mutual 
Life Assurance Company of Canada. 

Some of 'the older inhabitants will rememberthe two-storey 
building popularly called “Das Spritzhaus”. After the village was 
incorporated in 1857, Jacob C. Snider donated the lot just south 
of the Public Library on Albert Street as a site for a municipal 
building. The 'upper room served as a village hall until the present 
town hall was erected in 1874, (at a cost of $10,000). The lower 
or ground floor was used as a firehall, and housed the large, mount- 
ed hand pump, hose, leather buckets and other accessories used by 
the firemen of the time. Great was the excitement when a score or 
more of volunteers grasped the long rope attached to the “engine”, 
and ran along the bumpy street to a fire, with bells clanging and 
the “chief” shouting his orders through a trumpet. 

After the present town hall was built, the lower floor con- 
~tinued to be used as a firehall, and the upper was used for various 
purposes. 

A private school, with the late Mrs. James Thompson, nee Miss 
Agnes Armstrong as teacher, was conducted here for a short time. 
The upper floor was used at one time as a morgue. Elections were 
held here, the municipal centre, and were decided by open voting, 
as there was no balloting then. 

MERCANTILE AND INDUSTRIAL 
Danied Snyder followed John Hamilton, in opening a retail 

store at an early date. Others followed as the population increased, 
so that, by 1362, the following were conducting general stores: 
B. Devitt, ‘H. W. Bowman & Sons, Gregor & Swartz, Hespeler & 
Randall, John Shuh & Co., William Fischer; John McDougall had 
a hardware store, and T. Mulherron was a dealer in stoves; and 
there were others. The needs of the growing population in the 
district were consequently well looked after. People in those days 
had little money, and business was transacted principally by a 
barter of commodities such as butter, eggs, meat, hides, grain and 
such other produce as a merchant could dispose of in Dundas or 
Little York (Toronto) where he purchased his goods. Butter was 
five cents per pound, and eggs about the same price per dozen; 
other produce was also low in price but the goods sold in exchange 
for the produce afforded the merchant a good profit. It was said of 
one of the merchants of ye olden tyme, that he was fond of saying 
he charged only one per cent profit, when it was actually 100 per 
cent. It was a matter of record, that nearly all the old time mer- 
chants prospered. 

Industrially, Abraham Erb was the first manufacturer. JacOb 
C. Snider added a distillery when he purchased the mill from 
Abraham Erb.
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Jacob Bricker opened a foundry and machine shop in 1851 
and conducted it for 33 years, when it was-taken over by his sons. 
It changed hands several times, the late W. B. Snider and Ah- 
salom Merner developing it into a much larger concern when the 
growing demand for agricultural implements from Western Canada 
made this necessary. It developed into “The Waterloo Manufac« 

' turing Company, Limited”, and its yearly business has for many 
years run into large'figures. 

In 1855 Messrs. Hoffman and Weaver established a large steam 
sawmill with a capacity of 15,000 feet a day, and this was nearly 
all consumed locally and in the surrounding district. 

Another early manufacturer was Matthias Wegenast who built 
a factory for the manufacture of furniture, and was successful, but 
several fires proved a severe handicap. The factory was later taken 
over by the Canada Furniture Manufacturers Limited. 

Another foundry was started on Erb Street by Messrs. Buehler 
and Snider, who sold to Mr. J. Morningstar, and he, in turn, sold 
to Absalom Merner. In this way it was absorbed by the Waterloo 
Manufacturing Co. 

In 1863 a woollen mill was established by Paton & Bricker, 
and it grew to be a large concern, employing hundreds of hands. 
An unfortunate amalgamation with other mills in later years caused 
its downfall, and resulted in the loss of one of our leading in- 
dustries. ' 

In 1858, Hespeler and Randall built the distillery and granite 
mills, and the distillery has been in continuous operation since that 
time. 

In the early 60’s many smaller manufacturers were kept busy 
supplying their wares to the growing population. Weber & Wells, 
carriage and wagon makers, employed ten men; there were two 
breweries, a pail factory, a chair factory; a pottery managed by 
John Jacobi. Henry F roehlich was a handloom weaver. Peter Jung 
made surgical instruments. There were tanners, furriers, shoemakers, 
pumpmakers and others. It was impossible to hold such a town 
back industrially, and, while space permits only an outline of the 
earlier industries, our present position as one of the leading manu- 
facturing centres in Caada is but a gradual evolution from these 
small beginnings. 

While the population was but 250 in 1851, it doubled to 500 
in 1855, and after the settlement became a village in 1857, the popu- 
lation grew to 1400 by 1861. 

A history of the early days would not be complete without 
telling this. About 1866, some enterprising men of Goderich, bored
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into mother earthin an endeavor to get a salt well. They were 
successful at 1000 to 1100 feet. 

Some one in Waterloo village saw what looked like oil floating 
upon the water in swampy ground near the corner of Erb Street 
and the Bridgeport road. Inspired by the success of the Goderich 
Company, a local company of capitalists was formed, machinery 
purchased, and also assembled, and drilling was begun to secure 
oil or salt or something that would make them all rich. 
They bored with a five inch pipe to a depth of 1100 feet, and 

secured a strong flow of water, so strong that large stones were 
hurled into the air from the depths below. But they wanted some- 
thing better than water, and as they had already spent $15,000.00 
they had not the faith to invest more and go deeper. 

A second company was formed and capital subscribed, and the 
work continued. They managed to go to 1500 feet, and had to 
stop for lack of funds. However, a third company was organized 
and they surely must get into salt or oil, for they planned to go to 
2500 feet. Their drill was damaged at 1700 feet and could not be 
raised or lowered, so it was left in the well, and it is there still. A strong mineral spring was obtained, and this was used for many 
years to supply the town sprinkling cart. 

It is not known how much money was sunk by the second and 
third companies, and it must have been very disappointing to them, 
that they did not strike either salt or oil, or anything more worth 
while than water. 

EDUCATIONAL 

_ 

Waterloo’s first school was built in 1820. It was built of logs 
and stood on rising ground on the south side of Church Street near 
King. It served the community for 23 years and was then removed 
to a site east of the present Collegiate and Technical Institute, on 
King Street, Kitchener, where it served as a residence for fifty 
years, being occupied by a colored family named Carroll for a 
long time. 

Through the activity of the late Isaac E. Bowman, a member 
of the Park Board, the old schoolhouse was purchased and removed 
to Waterloo Park where it now stands. 

On September 14th, 1895, there was a reunion of former pupils 
who had attended this schoolhouse in the old days. It was held in 
the old school in Waterloo Park. The school was furnished with 
forms, tables and desks in the same manner as in the old and 
serious days in the 20’s and 30’s. The former pupils went to school 
once more, the teacher, Benjamin Burkholder, occupying a position 
at his desk at the end of the room, just as he did sixty or more
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years before. It was a remarkable gathering, when one considers 
that the log building discontinued being a school in 1842. 

Those who went to school again on this occasion were: George 
Elbert, Isaac Hoffman, George H. Baumann, Abraham Sherk, Simon 
Beatty, Joel Good, Henry Stauifer, Jacob Bricker, Israel D. Bow- 
man, Mrs. Abraham Erb, Mrs. Richard McMahon, David B. Eby, 
Jacob Ratz, Isaac Devitt, John C. Bricker, Mrs. Daniel Burkholder, 
Robert Barkwell, Thomas Quickfall, Richard Quickfall, Amos 
Weber, John Devitt, John Longman, Benjamin Devitt, Wendell 
Bauman, 24 pupils in all. 

Abraham Erb knew the value of education as was proved in 
later years when he made provision for promoting it. It is therefore 
certain that he took a prominent part in organizing the building of 
this first school in 1820. 

The first teacher who taught in the old schoolhouse was 
Jonathan Good, brother of Joel Good of Waterloo. He was a small, 
delicate man but it was said that he was one of the best teachers 

H who taught in the old school. He kept good order in school and 
out of it. He used the‘birch rather freely, and sometimes punished 
scholars larger than himself. He was a good German reader but 
was deficient in English. He was an expert penman and clever in 
making quill pens for the scholars. 

Other teachers in the order named were: Charles Kleim, Jephtha 
DeKay, Mr. Hill, Mr. Derry, Joseph Good, John Harrington, Peter 
Otto, John Dobbin, Elias Eby, Robert Barber, Joseph Eby; the next 
teacher’s name is not recorded; the last teacher in the old 1820 
schoolhouse was Benjamin Burkholder. The school was kept open 
during the winter months, and occasionally in the summer also, 

On June 13th, 1828, Abraham Erb conveyed to Jacob C. Snider 
and Jacob S. Shoemaker, trustees of a common school district, in 
Waterloo Township, “a parcel of land in the vicinity of Lot No. 14- 
in the 3rd Concession of the Upper Block of the Township of 
Waterloo, in the County of Halton and District of Gore, consisting 
of 5 acres, 1 rood and 25 perches, for a payment of 5 Pounds, 
such a part of said land as the trustees may think proper, to be 
used for a schoolhouse, meeting-house, and a graveyard, and the 
remaining part of said land, or the rents and profits thereof to be 
appropriated by the trustees for the payment of a schoolmaster, 
for the education and tuition of such children as are orphans, 
or those whose parents are poor and destitute of the means of pay- 
ing for their education,—-—being composed of a part of the north 
side of Lot No. 14 in the Upper Block of the Township of Waterloo 
aforesaid, and butted and bounded, or may be otherwise known as 
follows, that is to say—Commencing where a post has been planted
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on. the, west side of the road leadingfrom Abraham Erb’s Mills to 
the Township of Woolwich, etc. ‘ 

The indenture was made at Waterloo in the County of Halton 
in the District of Gore and Province of Upper Canada, on the 
13th day of June, 1828. 

This is the substance of the document that conveyed the present 
central school grounds to the Township of Waterloo, at a time 
when schools were supported by subscription. 

There were no public schools before 1842, when the first “Com- 
men School Act” upon which our present school system rests, was 
passed, and came into force in 1843. Under this act the Townships 
were'divided into school districts, the term “district” being changed 
to “section” in 1846. The act regulated the election of school trus- 
tees, the levying of school rates, building of schools, salaries of 
teachers, etc.

' 

Provision was made for examining. teachers, arranging a course 
of study, and making grants to rural schools. 

Benjamin Burkholder and Elias Eby were among the first 
teachers who received their licenses to teach, from the commission- 
ers at F reeport in 1843, the commissioners being Dr. Fulsom, J ames 
Phin, William Tilt, Jacob Lutz, and a Church of England clergy- 
man from Guelph, who presided. 

Waterloo’s second school was built of stone, in 1842, and was 
in use for about twenty years. It stood on the central school 
grounds, about midway between the present brick school and King 
Street. This was known as School Section No. 10, Waterloo Town- 
ship." When Waterloo was incorporated as a village in 1857, it 
automatically became a village school. 

An old account book of School Section No. 10, begins with an 
entry dated January 1, 1843,'Benjamin Burkholder, Teacher. “To 
about a year’s teaching during the past year (1842), and the latter 
part of 1841 -— $171.44.” As the teacher, in the old days, was an 
agriculturist also, he did not depend on teaching for a living, but 
did farm work in the summer, most of his teaching being done in 
the fall and winter months. . 

-Besides conveying over five acres of land to the public for 
school and church purposes, for all time, Abraham Erb, in his 
Will dated September 3rd, 1829, gave and devised $2000.00 to and 
for the use of certain schools. This fund was to be administered 
by three trustees to be appointed by the congregation of the Men- 
nonite Societygof Waterloo Township, the interest to be used “for the 

. 

benefit and education of the poor and needy children, and such 
as the trustees shall think proper.” The school at Waterloo re~
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ceived the benefit of One-fourth ’of this fund for the purpose just 
mentioned, from the date of Abraham Erb’s death to this‘day. It 
was paid as interest each year until December 16th, 1889, when 
the Mennonite trustees formally handed over the sum of $565.35 to 
the Treasurer of the Town of Waterloo, and he gave his.covenant 
to them for the corporation, to carry out the terms of Abraham 
Erb.’s Will made in 1829. In the Annual Report of the Waterloo 
school trustees, therefore, there always. appears an item, showing 
the receipt of $28.25, being the interest on this sum, at five percent. 

The present central school, or at least the part facing King 
Street, was erected in 1855, and has been added to from time to 
time as the community grew. 

The central school property was a forest, with many pine 
and other large trees, when Abraham Erb conveyed it to the trustees 
in 1828, and the account book shows that in the winter of 1847-1848 
the trustees had the trees cut down and the wood was sold. The 
present fine trees which ornament the grounds, were planted in the 
late 60’s. ' 

Some of the teachers who followed Benjamin Burkholder. in 
the stone school were: 1844, Amos Adams; 1845, John C. Herring: 
ton, John Holm; 1845-46-47, Moses Springer; 1848, William Wallis, 
George W. Eby; Mr. Eby continued until 1852, when John J. Bow: 
man was appointed, giving way to Jacob Biedermann in 1853. J. 
Frederic Metzger was appointed in 1854, followed by John Wanless 
in 1855» the year the new brick school was built). He was joined 

v in 1856* by B. Rothwell, Noah Cressman, John Walter, and Henry 
Muir, 1858, and these teachers seem to have carried on until 1857, 
when Waterloo was incorporated as a village, and the school was 
therefore no longer, School section No. 10. 

In 1857, the school trustees were Hartmann Schnarr, Moses 
Springer, and Jacob Teuscher, secretary-treasurer; from 1857 to, 

1859, the teachers were John Walter, George Wilson and Henry 
Muir. ‘ 

Under Waterloo’s new status as a village, on the 13th day of 
January, 1858, a meeting was held in the village hall, and in a 
very simple fashion, it was moved and seconded and carried, that 
the following be elected school trustees: William Albert Scheonau 
and Jacob Teuscher for one year; Moses Springer and Casper 
Schneider for two years, and Samuel L. Erb and Hartmann Schnarr 
for three years. Jacob Teuscher was appointed chairman and local 
school superintendent, and Moses Springer,secretary. 

In writing of our educational system, as evolved from a crude 
beginning, I have endeavoured to confine myself to the early history 
of our schdols. Space forbids the tracing of our school system to
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the present day; in fact it is needless for me to do so, for these 
splendid institutions, our public and separate schools, Waterloo Col- 
lege and Seminary, and the Technical and Collegiate Institute in 
which we have a large interest, speak for themselves. 

I cannot close this chapter without expressing admiration for 
Abraham Erb, who was the real founder of the Waterloo school 
system. He did not foresee that the state would some day take over 
the responsibility of providing each child with the opportunity of 
receiving a fair education. He very early began a movement to 
establish private schools supported by subscription. Not only that, 
but he went farther, and generously presented Waterloo with the 
splendid and spacious grounds of the Central School for alltime, 
and left an endowment, the interest of which was to be used in 
assisting in the education of poor and needy children, so that none 
should be neglected. 

Tm: CHURCHES 
The first church represented in the early days of the settle- 

ment was the Mennonite, as a large proportion of those who came 
over from Pennsylvania, were of that faith. As they were then 
mostly farmers, there was no central building in which to worship, 
and services were held by little hands in one of their homes in the 
township. 

However, the Benjamin Eby church—a log building—was 
erected in the east end of what is now Kitchener, in 1813, and this 
church was attended by Mennonites of the surrounding country for 
many miles around, including those in and adjacent to the settle- 
ment that is now Waterloo. This church was afterwards a frame 
one, and in comparatively recent years was replaced by a brick 
structure. 

What was called the David Eby church, was erected on Erb 
Street a mile west of the Town about 1887. This was a brick build- 
ing and it is said it replaced a log or frame church that was built 
on the same site many years before. 

The present Mennonite church was built about 1902, and has 
a large number of members. Rev. Noah S. Hunsberger is the pastor. 

Owing to the many settlers of the Lutheran faith who came 
from Germany in the earlier days of Waterloo’s history, there was 
soon a demand for a church, and consequently their activities date 
from 1837. During that year, the Reverend Frederick William 
Bindemann organized the first Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
in Waterloo County, and began building St. John’s church on the 
site of the present Lutheran church on King Street North in Water- 
loo. The church was completed the following year, and Rev. Binde-
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mann was appointed the first pastor, continuing as such until 1841, 
when he moved to the neighboring village of Berlin. 

In 1841 the cornerstone was laid for a new church, a frame 
building. This was improved in 1863 to accommodate the fast- 
growing congregation. The present large and commodious church 
was built in 1882 at a cost of $13,000.00, and has seating capacity 
for over 1200 persons. 

The handsome new parish hall was built in 1927 at a cost of 
about $50,000.00. Rev. C. S. Roberts is the present pastor. One of 
the early pastors was Rev. Jacob Hoelsche in 1864; and Rev. J. L. 
Braun in 1884. 

In 1864, according to a Directory of that year, there were but 
two churches in Waterloo, St. John’s Lutheran and the United 
Brethren Church. There was, however, in addition, a church of the 
Evangelical Association. The pastor of the United Brethren was 
Rev. 5. L. Downey. The church was the frame building on King 
Street South, and in later years it was taken over by the Orpheus 
Singing Society as a clubhouse. 

Mr. Downey was a very loud if not a forcible speaker, and 
put much vim into his sermons. It is related by some of the resi~ 
dents of Waterloo of that period, that in the summertime, when the 
church windows and doors were wide open, he could be heard for 
several blocks, broadcasting, as it were, before the days of radio. 

This church housed a union Sunday school for a number of 
years. It was attended by children of a number of denominations 
not then represented in the village. Some of those who were zealous 
in the work of the Sunday School were: Mrs. Beeshy, Jacob Beeshy, 
Martin Simpson and Mr. Geddes. 

The first regular services of the Methodist denomination were 
held on Sunday afternoons in the Town Hall. Later, the frame 
building of the United Brethren on King Street south was pur- 
chased, and this was used until 1890. 

The modern brick church on the corner of William and King 
streets was erected about this time, and in 1904 a fine pipe organ 
was installed. 

In 1926, when Union was consummated, it became the home of 
the United Church with Rev. J. 0. Watts as pastor. 

The history of the Evangelical Association in Waterloo dates 
back to 1839. The first regular meeting place was in a building 
erected in 1849 by Samuel Burkholder, on Church Street, and given 
by him for the use of the congregation but only as long as it was 
used as a church. Burkholder supplied the building and the congre-
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gation the furnishings, pulpit, seats, etc. In 1871 a new church was 
erected on the present site on the corner of Cedar and Water 
Streets. The present fine edifice was built in 1905, the present 
pastor being Rev. J. P. Hauch. 

-St. Saviour’s Anglican Congregation had its nucleus. in a Sun- 
day School in what is now the Ontario Equitable Building, about 
1887. Services were afterwards held on the third floor of the 
Snyder, now Haehnel, Drug Store. The present edifice on Allen 
Street east was built in 1898, and a Parish Hall some years later. 
Rev. C. W. Foreman is the present rector. ’ 

The interior of the church was recently'greatly enhanced by- a 
beautiful memorial, presented by the Seagram family in memory 
of the late Mrs. Edward F. Seagram. ’ 

The first Iregular services of the Presbyterian denomination in ~ 

Waterloo commenced in 1864. in the church of the United Brethren 
on King Street South. 

In 1887, Waterloo Presbyterians, many’of whom had been at- 
tending the Kitchener church, organized as a congregation, and in 
1888, St. Paul’s Church on George Street was erected, and opened 
for service on November 29th, 1888. . 

When the church voted to go into the Union, the non-concurring 
members withdrew, and, after worshipping for a time in other 
quarters, built a beautiful church known as Knox Church in 1927. 
It will seat 300 and cost $25,000.00. Rev. W. G. Richardson is the 
pastor. 

In the early days of the Roman Catholic Church in Waterloo, 
services were held in Weichel’s Block. A site was purchased on 
Allen Street East for $1000.00, and in 1901, St. Louis Roman 
Catholic Church was completed and dedicated. 

A few years ago, a large addition was built and the church 
much improved, greatly increasing itsseating capacity. ' 

The large Separate School, the residence of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame, the Church and the priest’s residence now being 
erected, form a fine and interesting group of buildings, situated on, 
and greatly improving what was one time the Allen Street sand hill. 

A recent addition to the congregations of Waterloo, is that of 
the Russian Mennonites. - 

They have a large congregation, and hold services in‘ the 
former St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church on George Street. 

Waterloo’s newest church was erected this year on the corner 
of King'and Noecker streets, and the dedication ceremonies took 
place on Sunday, December 91h, 1928. It is the New Apostolic 
Church. ' '

I
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‘ THE LIBRARY 
In November 1874 a meeting was held in the town hall to 

organize a Mechanics’ Institute. A library was established and 
gradually stocked with suitable books and periodicals. 

One method used to raise funds to assist in the work, was the 
giving of literary and musical entertainments, and these were well 
attended and very popular. 

In 1884 the library contained over 2500 volumes. There were 
150 members and the oiiicers were: C. M. Taylor, President; P. H. 
Sims, Secretary; Charles A..Haehnel, Librarian. 

In 1887 the public demanded better reading accommodation, 
and the Institute was converted into a free library, which served the 
purpose for a number of years. 

In 1900 and 1901, the Department of Education threatened to 
withhold the legislative grant unless a more suitable reading room 
were provided. The officers busied themselves in trying to solve 
the problem, and David Bean, who was theMayor of the town at 
that time, proposed that an application be sent to Andrew Carnegie 
for a grant of ten thousand dollars to build and equip a library. A favourable reply was received, a condition being that the munici- 
pality. provide a suitable site, and spend‘in maintenance annually, 
a sum equivalent to at least one-tenth of the grant. 

The conditions were agreed to, and work on the new building 
on Albert Street was commenced July 11th, 1903, and on November 
12th of the same year, Mayor Bean laid the corner stone. 

It was ready by November lst, 1905, and was opened to the 
public. - 

The library has always been well managed by a well selected 
Library Board, and is one of the institutions of which the citizens 
are proud. There are over 14,000 volumes, carefully selected, and 
representing all branches of literature, in both English and German. 

' MUNICIPAL 

The earliest public building in Waterloo was the old Township 
Hall spoken of. From early times, therefore, Waterloo was under 
township government. There is no record of township proceedings 
before 1822,. when a meeting was held and George Clemens was 
elected township clerk, Samuel Erb and Daniel Snyder, assessors, 
and Abraham Erb, collector. In 1823, Jacob Bock was appointed 
township clerk, Samuel Sherk and Jacob Bock, assessors, and Abra- 
ham Erb, Collector. Jacob Bock was township clerk for four years 
when he was suCceeded by David Clemens for two years and Daniel
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Lutz for one year. David Clemens was then again appointed clerk ‘ 

and held this position until 1838, and there appear to be no further 
records of the township officers for a number of years. 

The township of Waterloo was originally a portion of the 
county of York, but the affairs of the township were conducted by 
the magistrates of the Gore district with headquarters at Hamilton. 

When Halton County came into existence, Waterloo township, 
and indeed, the district that now comprises the County of Waterloo, 
was included within the limits of Halton County, and Waterloo had 
to contribute its full share towards the erection of county buildings. 

It remained a part of the County of Halton until 1842, when 
it was attached to the District of Wellington, and again had to 
contribute towards the erection of the district buildings at Guelph. 

In 1850 Waterloo Township became a separate municipality, 
and, for the first time elected a council which had control of their 
own local improvements, while the reeve and deputy-reeve had 
seats at the County Council Board of Wellington. In 1852, Waterloo 
County was set apart as a provisional county. 

The ,first reeve of Waterloo Township was Jonathan Bowman 
in 1850 Some. of his successors were: Elias Snider, 1851; John 
Scott, 1852-3; Isaac Clemens, 1854-60. . 

During the reeveship of Isaac Clemens, in 1856, a village 
charter was obtained, and on the first Of January, 1857, Waterloo 
assumed the dignity of a village.

‘ 

The following composed the first Village Council: Reeve, 
Moses Springer; Councillors, Daniel Snyder, Hartmann Schnarr, 
John Hofiman and Jacob Teuscher, with W. Roberts as clerk. Mr. 
Springer continued as Reeve for five years, when he‘was succeeded 
in 1862 by Daniel Snyder. In 1863 John Hoffman was elected reeve. 
and held this oflice until 1867 when Moses Springer was again 
elected, and held the position until 1870, when George Randall 
assumed the Reeveship, and held it until 1873, when Moses Springer 
was again chosen, and remained reeve until 1876, when the village 
became a town. The village clerks who followed W. Roberts until 
1876 were: S. S. Bowers, J. J. Bowman, Frederick Colquhoun. 

When Waterloo was incorporated as a Town in 1876, the ward 
system was adopted, and the first council was composed of the 
following: Mayor, Moses Springer; councillors- North Ward, John 
Killer, George Heimbecker, and Jacob Bricker; East Ward, John 
Shuh, George Moore and Simon Snyder; South Ward, Walter 
Wells, Absalom Memer and David Kuntz; West Ward, William 
Snider, J. Kalbfleisch and J. B. Hughes. ‘ 

During the early years of Waterloo as a town, the Mayors 
were: Moses Springer, 1876-77; George Randall, 1878; Christian
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