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. SECRETARY-TREASURER’S REPORT

The fifteenth annual meeting of the Waterloo Historical Society
was held in the Museum in the Public Library, Kitchener, on the
evening of November 4th, 1927. There was a good attendance of
members and other friends of the Society. ‘

The President, D. N. Panabaker, was unable to attend the
meeting and A. R. .G. Smith, Vice-President for New Hamburg,

The following papers and addresses were presented.
President’s Address.
The Trail of the Aborigines through Waterloo County, A. F.

Hunter, M.A., Secretary Ontario Historical Society. o

History of Elmira, Geo. Klinck.
Kitchener Collegiate Institute, H. W. Brown, B.A,,
Later valuable papers were received from General Cruik-

A meeting in February, 1927, was addressed by Prof. Fred
Landon, London, President Ontario Historical Society, who spoke
on “Some Phases of Confederation.” :

. The 1926 Report was the largest the Society has ever published.
In addition to the papers read at the annual meeting, this report
contained the addresses delivered at the dedication of the Waterloo
Pioneers Memorial Tower. These addresses were given almost in
full, and the Report forms a very valuable record of this event,
putting into permanent form the story of the pioneer settlement of

the district.

|
\
shank and from Mr. Wintemberg, both of Ottawa.

The Society deeply appreciates the assistance received from
the Education Department, Toronto, in again printing the Annual

The Society also gratefully acknowledges the continued sup-
port of the Kitchener Public Library Board in providing quarters
for our collection and lighting and heating the same.

Grants as in the past have been made by the County of
Waterloo, City of Kitchener, City of Galt and Town of Hespeler.
These grants are being applied to advantage and are a source of
encouragement to extend our work and provide necessary equip-
ment in the Museum.

A list of the donations received is given elsewhere in the

Report. As this report completes another five year period we have
appended an index of papers and other articles for ready reference.
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The election of the Officers for 1928 resulted as follows:

President........c.covvirneniereerseese e D. N. Panabaker
Vice-President Rev. J. E. Lynn
Secretary-Treasurer ..........cccocovoeeerieencivennennnn. P. Fisher, Kitchener
Members of the Council W. J. Motz, W. H. Breithaupt,

W. V. Uttley and Miss B. M. Dunham
Museum and Publication Committee....W. H. Breithaupt, W. J. Motz

and Miss B. M. Dunham
Local Vice-Presidents:

Galt .ot J. E. Kerr
Waterloo.......cccocvenrrnneninnceeenes e S

Geo. Klinck
Hespeler W. H. Weaver
New Hamburg........ococovvrinrcieeieeee e A. R. G. Smith

y Miss E. D. Watson
St. Jacobs...oooiicce eeeverete st E. Richmond
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1927.

RECEIPTS:

Balance on hand on Jan. 1st, 1927 $207.12
Members’ fees
Sale of Reports
Grants: County of Waterloo
City of Kitchener
City of Galt
Town of Hespeler

DISBURSEMENTS

Printing and binding
Postage and stationery
Caretaker and curator
Sundry Expenses

Balance...

. Audited and found correct,
J. H. WuEesT, Auditor.

P. FIsHER, Secretary-Treasurer.




PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

As president of the County Historical Society, I sincerely re-
gret that business which takes me from home at this time, prevents
my attending the Annual Meeting, but by selecting a Chairman for
the Meeting, from the list of capable Vice-Presidents of the organi-
zation, the meeting will suffer no disappointment as a result of my
absence.

Mr. A. R. G. Smith, local Vice-President for New Hamburg
and Wilmot Tp., has very kindly consented to act as Chairman
for the occasion.

In addition to Mr. Smith’s many useful activities in connection
with the Agricultural and other interests of Waterloo County, and
not to mention his valued support in the past of our Historical
Society, I should like to mention as a matter of outstanding County
interest at the moment, the Educational Enterprise with which he
is at present associated, as President of the Advisory Agricultural
Council.

I refer to the Short Courses in Agriculture and Home Eco-
nomics financed by the Ontario Government, which are to be held
in Waterloo County this winter.

The Short Course in Agriculture is a three months’ study of
the same subjects which are taken up in the first year at the
Ontario Agricultural College, while the Home Economics Course
for girls is the same work as that given in the First year Classes
at McDonald Institute at Guelph. In both cases the services of
Professors associated with the Colleges to the number of about
fifteen are made available to the Classes.

This Winter School, as it may be called, is one of six separate
Courses provided by the Agricultural Department of the Pro-
vincial Gov’t, and its coming to this County this year was made
possible by the growing activities in agricultural development in
this County.

The organization of these classes which will be held in New
Hamburg, has been accomplished by the co-operation of the Cor-
poration ‘of New Hamburg and the Wilmot Agricultural Society
with the Agricultural Representative of Waterloo County, Mr. E. L
McLoughry, of the City of Galt. The Village of New Hamburg has
gratuitiously set aside two public halls for the accommodation of
the classes. As secretary of the Wilmot Agricultural Society, Mr.
Smith has been spending much of his time assisting in working out
the details of preparation for this Winter School.
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You will have noticed that the Program Committee has
arranged that our honored Past President and Chairman of the
Museum and Publishing Committee, should inform you of the more
recent contributions to the Historical Museum, and Mr. Breithaupt
may have a few words also to say regarding the publication of the
Annual Reports for 1927. ,

Mr. Kerr, another of our local Vice Presidents, representing
Galt, and a staunch friend of the organization from its inception,
has been requested to present a summary of the events of Current
History of interest to this section of Canada, one feature of which
will undoubtedly be with reference to the celebration the past
summer of the Diamond Jubilee of Confederation of the Canadian
Provinces.

I shall therefore not devote any time to these matters, but per-
mit me to say that the work of those already mentioned, and
other members of the Executive Council and Officers of the Society,
throughout the year is deserving of sincere appreciation, and I
personally desire to express my thanks to them at this time.

Mr. P. Fisher, our untiring Secretary-Treasurer, has been
generously spending his time and sacrificing his personal con-
venience throughout the year,—as through many previous years—
in the interests of the Society, and if he were to be at all ade-
quately remunerated for his work, we should have to materially
increase our revenue.

The presence of A. F. Hunter, M.A., of Toronto, Secretary of
the Provincial Historical Society, affords us an opportunity to say
to him that the practical assistance he has given the County Society
throughout the past number of years and the present one as well
is appreciated beyond words. His coming to address the Annual
Meeting places us under a further great obligation to him, and our
Society may rightly feel indebted to the Officers of the Provincial
Society since not only the Provincial Secretary but also Mr. Landon,
the President, has this year responded to our invitations to address
meetings held here.

To others who have prepared papers on local history for
presentation at this time, or for publication in our 1927 Report,
we are much indebted.

For this Confederation Jubilee Year, the most practical contri-
bution I have found it possible to make to the records of the
Society is a tabulation of certain County Statistics of the Con-
federation period. The tables submitted are too lengthy to read
at this time, but my thought in connection with them is that in
addition to the local interest attached to the statistics, they may
furnish the student of Confederation days in Canada with this local
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data, and to the extent to which the conditions of those times in
Waterloo County represent the average Canadian situation of the
period one is able by a study of these local conditions to judge
of the true setting of the events of that interesting epoch in our
national history.

Then as a side light upon the same period I have found the
study of the local advertising of those days to be at least interesting,
and I think some of the features of the public advertisements which
appeared between 1860 and 1870 or down to 1880 are worthy of
space in our county records. If some of the wood-cuts illustrating
the improvements in agricultural implements, etc., could be repro-
duced in our next Annual Report I think it would be enlightening
to many of our younger folk who have not realized the advances
actually made within the memory of even middle aged citizens of
this County.

The character and perhaps the trading ethics of the business
men of the sixties and seventies of last century come to the surface
I think, in some measure, in these advertisements of the times and
in the tradesmen’s advertising particularly, it is not difficult to trace
the development of a fashionable dress consciousness among the
people, and considering that the population of the County was at
that time, to so large an extent, rural, it is somewhat surprising.

Not only the advertising but the appropriation of names for
various enterprises display artfulness which has gone beyond the
stage of a simple pioneer people.

Witness the following,—

The name “Dew drop Distillery” given to a Blair enterprise
in the early sixties.

“Excelsior Horse Shoeing Shop” name given to a smithy in
Wellesley about the same time. The enterprising smith makes the
following announcements to his patrons—— “Those having horses
suffering from lameness are requested to bring them to me, as my
i)ystem of shoeing is found successful in such cases—No Cure—No

ay"’

There were a large number of other blacksmith shops of those
times displaying similarly ambitious announcements, most of them
placing emphasis upon the scientific methods they employed in
horse-shoeing.

A wagon-maker in Galt places his resourcefulness before the
public in the following terms,— (This advertisement was dated
1864). “Victoria Carriage Works — This factory manufactures
all descriptions 'of work, from a five dollar wheelbarrow to a
thousand dollar carriage — The machinery is now complete for
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the turning out of ONE WAGON PER DAY” etc., etc. One might
regard this industry as the forerunner of one of Mr. Henry Ford’s
modern plants.

In the same year an industry in Branchton, North Dumfries,
advertised as follows— “George Timmins—Branchton—Manufac-
turer of ‘Lightning Matches™—decidedly the best matches made—"
It is of interest to note that this match factory began operations
about 1854 and was still operating in 1884, making the old
fashioned blocks of matches which the older people present will
recall.

The newspaper publishers themselves applied features of - ad-
vertising which are striking, as the following will illustrate,—

“The Ayr Observer (1864) ‘The proprietor flatters himself

that he is capable of doing printing as neatly, as expeditiously and

as cheap as can be done in any other office in the country’.”

The universal appeal to the vanity of the man of the seventies

is readily seen in the following examples of tailor shop business
cards of these times. ‘

“Linwood Emporium of Fashion”—*“A perfect fit guaranteéd'

in all cases—Latest New York Fashion Plates always obtained.”

“Linwood Fashionable Merchant Tailoring Establishment”—
“A perfect fit guaranteed—Call and examine my stock, terms and
pattern plates of latest style before getting a misfit elsewhere.”

“Wellesley Emporium of Fashion”~—“A perfect fit with satise
faction guaranteed.”

“Fashionable Merchant Tailor, Wellesley—Latest fashion
plates always obtained. Call and examine stock, styles and prices
before getting a misfit elsewhere.”

Note the apparent unfriendly rivalry existing in the two small
places cited above, this is not found in the following:

“William Stephan, Elmira—F ashionable Emporium—No fit,
no pay.” '

Tailor shops were located all over the country in the sixties
and seventies which called themselves “Emporium of Fashion” and
all of them “Guaranteeing perfect fits.”

It is no doubt to be supposed that this guarantee was always
appropriate, as unquestionably the purchaser would himself ‘throw
a perfect fit’ in cases where his new suit was a misfit.
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One strange combination is observed. In connection with the
Nithville Flour and Oatmeal Mills, Ayr, a tailor advertised as
follows: “Fashionable tailoring establishment—First class cutter—
Well fitting suits made to order.”

It would appear that this Oatmill mill could afford to take
no chances to have its porridge-fed patrons look badly pro-
portioned by suits that were not good fits, and preferred to take

the responsibility of properly clothing them.

Enterprise of a high order is exemplified in a Wellesley ad-
vertisement which reads— “Wellesley Agricultural Works—Mftrs.
of Best Quality of Bells—Of all weights up to 1000 lbs. Call and
see our bells and hear their tone before going abroad—Our bells
are warranted and they excel those of Markham or Troy foundries.”

Other Agricultural Implement Manufacturers were not wanting
in enterprise, as the following will show and many other similar
advertisements might be quoted—John Watson, Ayr—*The follow-
ing implements for variety, material, workmanship and style will
challenge competition with any other on the Continent.”

St. George Agricultural Works—“New Model Canadian Mow-
ing Machine, Lightest draft in the Dominion.”

Space will not admit of further illustrations from the adver-
tisements of business men of the Confederation period, but to
further illustrate the ambitious names appropriated by some of the
traders, etc., the following will suffice— In 1878 the Village of Ayr
boasted two “Medical Halls” and at the Northern end of the County,
Elmira came a good second with one “Medical Hall.” Elmira,
however, omitted ‘Hair Qil’ from its list of commodities while both
Ayr ‘Halls’ stressed this essential item of the period. Elmira, how-
ever, and one of the Ayr stores, featured Wines and Liquors and
Patent Medicines among the long list of goods for sale, Elmira
placing in italics the statement “The only Licensed Liquor Store
in Woolwich.”

In the list of occupations of the inhabitants of those days these
are found—
Stumper—Robert Campbell, Ayr
Piper—James Souter of the same Scotch settlement.
Night Pumpman—Edmund Littlewood, Breslau.
Toll Keeper—Thomas McVenn, North Dumfries.
Shoe-peg Factory—Jas. Gladstone, Ayr.

This peg factory was said to be the only one in Western Canada.
Walter Davidson was the peg-maker in the plant.

Ambrotype Artists were mentioned in several of the villages
and larger towns, notably Crosshill and two at Ayr.
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The village of Berlin at that time was distinguished as having
a Portrait painter and a Landscape painter in the persons of
Thomas Miller and S. F. Rawson respectively, both of whom made
their headquarters at Roats Hotel.

There were also Stage Drivers, Potters, Gunsmiths, etc., but
apparently only one manufacturer of musical instruments in the
County at that time, viz. Jonas Cope, Branchton.

There was also apparently only one speculator in the County
who, it is needless to say, did not operate among the Scotch Settle-
ments, but was located in the settlement of Crosshill, probably
among the Orangemen.

The public school at the Village of Ayr was apparently served
in a unique manner,—Donald McLean being the head teacher, Miss
McLean the assistant, and Mrs. McLean the primary teacher.

Other occupations of an unusual character compared with the
present, may be mentioned.

In addition to pump-men, employed by the railways, there were
also wood-men, (wood being locomotive fuel).

In the records we find a manufacturer of spinning wheels and
reels; also patent washing machines of an early type.

Jacob Hoffman, in Berlin, made Venetian blinds.

George Froelich of the same place, and John Riddels, of
Elmira, are named as potash manufacturers, whose ash wagons,
travelling about the county, were familiar to all in those days.

George Hitzler of Blair is named as a coverlet-weaver.

A tin peddlar by the name of Chas. McKay, of Branchton;
and a candle-maker by the name of Adam S. Oliver of Galt are
among others on record.

, The most striking combination would appear to be that of
proprietor of a dentist’s office, a hair-dressing saloon and a fruit-
store combined. Hair dressers and fruit-stores appear to have been
the usual combination for some reason not today very clear.
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THE TRAIL OF THE ABORIGINES THROUGH WATERLOO
' COUNTY

By A. F. HuntER, M.A.

The trail about which I intend to speak was mainly a canoe
trail, with portages connecting stretches of rivers navigable for
canoes. When the forest covered this country the flow of the rivers
was more uniform than now, and canoe navigation less difficult.
The melted snows of winter did not run off in the first weeks of
spring with river floods, as they do now, carrying destruction to
property and even to life. This present day condition is the result
of the clearing of the land.

The aborigines who used the trail were canoe-using Indians,—
not the Neutrals (although ‘these did make use of the trail) but
chiefly their predecessors, the Algonquin-speaking Indians, who
were here before the Neutrals and have continued to be the in-
digenous native tribes of Ontario. The Neutrals came and went;
. but the Algonquin tribes held their ground except for their tem-

‘porary retreat during the occupation by the Neutrals, and the trails
of the Algonquins, used by them from remote times, remained in
use down to the coming of the whites.

It will be convenient to introduce the highway about which I
am to speak, and which was evidently one of the great routes of the
Province in aboriginal times, by the same passage from which I
first realized its importance and general course. From Governor
Simcoe’s letter of Sept. 20, 1793, to Secretary Dundas, we read:—
“A River (the Nottawasaga) some few miles beyond (Pene-
tanguishene Harbour), whose entrance is said to be navigable, . . . .
I apprehend to be the same which the Indians mention as affording
a communication with the main branch of the La Tranche (or
Thames)” p. 56, Simcoe Papers, Vol. II. The communication men-
tioned was by the Pine River, an important branch of the Notta-
wasaga, the Irvine River, the Grand River, then across to the Nith
and finally to the Thames.

. Simcoe’s reference to this trail fitly begins this account of it.
All such trails had been in use for centuries. Their directions de-
pended upon the physical features of the country. The one under
review, via the Nottawasaga River, passed within nine miles of Lake
Simcoe and there was a trail or portage from near the outlet of the
Pine River into the Nottawasaga, over to Lake Simcoe. On all the
early maps from about 1680 onward, from Coronelli’s (1688) to
Charlevoix’ (1740) and even to the conquest of Canada in 1759,
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Lake Simcoe was called Lake Toronto, and the district around it
was called the Toronto Region. The word ‘Toronto’ means ‘the
place of meeting’. All the trails in Ontario of aboriginal times
passed to and from that quarter. There was Champlain’s trail
corresponding mainly with what is now the Trent Valley Canal.
There was the Humber trail from the city of Toronto overland to
the Holland River and then to Lake Simcoe. The city has derived
its name because the trail led to the Toronto Region, just as the
Ottawa River led to the Ottawas, a nation in Michigan, etc. And
then there was the trail to the Thames and the Detroit frontier.:
The aborigines shunned the frontier of the great lakes.

The Pine River received its name because it flows through the
Pine Plains of Simcoe County. Many people have never heard of
the Pine Plains, but have heard of Camp Borden, which is the same
thing. The river comes down from the Blue Mountain escarpment,
and was the southern boundary of the Tobacco nation of Indians.
The Pine River and the Irvine River have their sources within half
a mile of each other near Horning’s Mills at the boundary between
the Townships of Melancthon and Mulmur. Here there was an
important portage over to the stream flowing southward to the
Grand River. Another portage seems to have been used from a
branch of the Irvine in Amaranth to the upper waters of the
Nottawasaga River, but it was less used than the one at Horning’s

Mills.

And there are evidences that the aborigines used the main
stream of the Grand River to its headwaters in Garafraxa, and
then by still another portage over to the main branch of the Notta-
wasaga River in Mono, but the Irvine seems to have been the
favorite route.

The junction of the Irvine with the Grand, and the Falls on the
Grand a short way above the junction, were important landmarks
to the aborigines. Indian tribes for centuries made the Falls of the
Grand River at Elora their most favorite camping place, doubtless
because of the excellence of fishing at a cascade, where fish are
stalled in their migrations. The late Dr. David Boyle, when teach-
ing the school at Elora, formed a museum in which were many
Indian relics found there.

In the Tenth Annual Report (1922) of this Waterloo Historical
Society, at page 267, it is shown that Indian pottery fragments
were found in the railway excavation behind the Dominion Tire
Foundry. The city of Kitchener was therefore near the great trail
of the aborigines, and Waterloo county was on the front street of
the country during the Indian days.

The first white settlers everywhere selected spots for settlement
near the canoe trail, and this was doubtless the rule which Betzner
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and Schoerg followed when they settled in Waterloo County. And
so the Memorial Tower carries an additional meaning by being on
the line of communication of aboriginal days. Mr. Breithaupt, in
the Fourteenth Annual Report of this society, speaks of the main
highway from Guelph to Goderich passing at the spot. There was a
portage across to the Nith River in Blenheim Township; that river
was used for a few miles, and then another portage reached the
upper waters of the Thames.

Mr. W. J. Wintemberg lived formerly at Washington in
Blenheim Township and examined the Indian sites in the neighbor-
hood of the Nith River quite exhaustively. He found that sites of
the Neutral Indians extended northward to the Nith, but not beyond
it. Only a few exist as far north as the Nith, and none of those so
far north as the Nith are what might be called large sites. Those
found northward of the Nith he called pre-Neutral, and they were
mostly quite small,—one or two camps in every case, indicating
they were those of canoe Indians, who had camped for a while on
their journey. In fact, the results he obtained seem to indicate the
line of the Nith might be regarded as the boundary between the two
kinds of Indians, if indeed they were contemporaries. His results
appear in the Archaeological Reports of Ontario for 1899 and 1902.

The crossing from the Grand River to the headwaters of the
Thames appears to have been in duplicate, just as that from the
Nottawasaga to the Grand was in triplicate, as we have seen, since
there is evidence of a portage from the Conestoga to the Avon, and
then down the west branch of the Thames.

Some knowledge of the leading position this great trail held in
the days before the white men is of the first importance. A reader
of the early French narratives relating to this part of Canada will
find various references in them that confirm the trail described in
this outline sketch. Thus, as Daillon passed from the Hurons to the
Neutrals in his journey of 1626 through the country of the Tobacco
Nation, he doubtless came by this route to the Neutrals and was
perhaps the first white man in Waterloo County, unless some fur
trader had antedated him, which is not improbable.

When the Hurons were dispersed in 1649-50, some of them fled
to the country of the Neutrals. This route was the highway for
them. As I have shown from Mr. Wintemberg’s work, it does not
appear that the towns and villages of the Neutrals were so far
north as this route.

One of the last migrations of Indians to pass over this aborig-
inal highway was the refugee band of Pottawattomies, as they fled
after the Blackhawk war in Michigan in 1832. They settled finally
gn ghristian Island, and have been absorbed into the Chippewa

ands.-
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A complete survey -is the only method that has value for in-
vestigations upon the occupation of the country by the aborigines.
Many persons speculate on the movements of the early travellers,
missionaries and traders without the recognition due to the physical
features of the country and the actual aboriginal haunts. Their
library arm chairs take the place of field-work. This latter class
of work is needed in every county in this Province.

When Mr. Breithaupt asked me, a few weeks ago, to address
you, the circumstance that decided me was this: it would give me
an opportunity to urge someone, no difference whom, to begin to
record all the particulars about aboriginal remains in this county,
which affords as good promise of a rich field as any other. It was
the highway by which nations passed in the centuries that are gone,
—*“whole nations gone like last year’s snow”, and as the poet Bryant
reminds us:

“And we have built our houses on
Fields where their generations sleep”.
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THE KITCHENER AND WATERLOO
COLLEGIATE AND VOCATIONAL SCHOOL

ITS HISTORY

A paper read before the Waterloo Historical Society at its Annual
Meeting on November 4th, 1927.

By H. W. Brown, B.A.,
Secretary-Treasurer of the Collegiate Board.

. My personal acquaintance with the school and the members
of its staff of teachers began about the year 1890, so that all in-
formation which I may present concerning the earlier years of the
school, as well as much of a later date, will of necessity be second-
hand, but I hope none the less authentic on that account. At the
outset I want to acknowledge valuable assistance received from the
late county inspector, Thomas Pearce, H. M. Bowman of the Ex-
Pupils’ Association, ex-principal David Forsyth, and particularly
ex-principal J. W. Connor, whose wonderful memory reaching back
over the multitude of events of the last half-century is excelled only
by his love for the old school and for all those who had any active
connection with it.

The selection of a title for this paper proved to be somewhat
of a difficulty. There never was an institution known as the Kitch-
ener Collegiate Institute although there can be no doubt as to which
institution is meant, that title being used generally at the present
time in educational circles in the province for the correct title,
namely The Kitchener and Waterloo Collegiate and Vocational
School. To tell the whole truth this school has been known at
successive times as the Berlin County Grammar School, the Berlin
High School, the Berlin Collegiate and Technical Institute, the
Berlin and Waterloo Collegiate and Technical Institute, the Kitch-
ener and Waterloo Collegiate and Technical Institute, and finally
the Kitchener and Waterloo Collegiate and Vocational School. Per-
haps a better title for this paper than any other would be “The
History of Secondary Education in this High School District.”

This history has to do with a period of seventy-three years,
which period resembles ancient Gaul in this, that it is divided into
three parts, at least I am taking the liberty of making such a
division, and the further liberty of naming the divisions as the
pre-Connor period, the Connor period, and the post-Connor period.
As the history of the school lengthens out the post-Connor period
will inevitably break up into sections. In fact, the first twenty years
of that period may now very well be described as the Forsyth
period, which in its turn gave way on the retirement of Mr. Forsyth
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to a new order of things in a new school under new Departmental
regulations and new local administration to meet, or attempt to
meet, a call more and more insistent from the commercial and
manufacturing interests of this industrial centre, in common with
those of other similar centres.

The outstanding characteristics of these periods, into which
the history of the school easily falls, will vary as those passing
judgment vary. Be that as it may, there is no denying the fact that
the pre-Connor period was one of too frequent change in adminis-
tration, no fewer than eleven principals having served the board
and the school in a period of sixteen years. The Connor period,
which occupied the next thirty years of the school’s history, made
for stability and permanency to as great a degree as practicable,
not only as to location of the school but as to teaching force. It
was in this period, too, when the Berlin High School became known |
internationally in sport. The Forsyth period—one of twenty years
—was a period of expansion and progress. The buildings were en-
larged to meet the greater demand numerically for academic train-
ing and to meet a demand which was growing rapidly among the
masses for education along lines more practical and less academic.
This advanced policy of the board and the principal placed the
school in an advantageous position when the vocational education
movement received in Canada additional impetus from both the
provincial and federal governments in the form of promises of
substantial financial assistance on building, equipment and salary
accounts. And thus was the way prepared for a new period,—the
present one—which began in September, 1923, with a new_school
built and equipped to serve as far as may be the commercial and
industrial requirements of the community, as well as the academic
or purely cultural.

To return to the early days of the school, one is tempted to
say that if there is any virtue in a humble beginning the Kitchener
and Waterloo Collegiate can lay claim at least to that virtue. Years
before high schools, or collegiate institutes, were known by such
titles, to be precise, on April 2, 1855, the Berlin County Grammar
School opened the doors of a very small building on King Street
East, to about thirty boys who gave some promise of a professional
future, and who could be spared from home in those early busy
days, when almost all work was done by hand. This building which
was little larger than a toy, and which stood a little west of the
corner of King and Eby streets, had been used as a printing office.
Its use as a school did not continue longer than two years, during
which time no fewer than four headmasters held sway in it. They
were Rev. Henry Macmeekin, Donald McLennan, Francis Evans,
and Philip Clerihew, M.A., in the order named. The first board
consisted of Henry S. Huber, chairman, Wm. Davidson, secretary,
Dr. John Scott, Isaac Clemens, David S. Shoemaker, and David
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Chalmers. The salary of the first principal was £150 and the fees
were five shillings per month.

In 1857 the newly built seven-roomed Central Public School
was opened with a staff of three teachers which was increased later
in the year to four teachers. Since there was ample accommodation
in this building for the Grammar School, or, as has been asserted,
since the Grammar School board members were the owners of the
land on which the school was built and were agreed to accept
accommodation for a term of years in lieu of payment for the land,
the premises on King Street were vacated and: thirty-five boys under
the direction of the new principal, Robert Mathieson, B.A., took
possession of the room in the north-east corner of the second storey,
the room which the writer and his class of senior third boys and
girls also took possession of in their turn just forty-three years later.
The Grammar School occupied these quarters for fourteen years
and was presided over successively by Robert Mathieson (May,
1857),- Charles Camidge (August, 1859), Hugh L. Strang, B.A.,
(May and June, 1863), who became later the well-known principal
of Goderich Collegiate Institute, David Ormiston, B.A., (August,
1863), C. A. Neville, M.A., (October, 1867), Rev. A. J. Travers
(May and June, 1869), J. H. Thom, M.A., (August, 1869), and
James W. Connor, B.A., (January, 1871). It was during this period
that the first secondary school assistant teacher in this high school
district was appointed. This gentleman was the Rev. F. W. Tuerk
who began his duties as teacher of German in October, 1863, and
who continued those duties with distinction for thirteen years.
During the stay of the Grammar School in the Central School
building, Thomas Miller, Rev. John MacMechan and James Colqu-
houn followed Henry S. Huber in the order named as chairmen of
the board, while the office of secretary was held successively by
William Davidson, John B. Snyder and Hugo Kranz. Unfortunately
the attendance records of the school prior to 1868 have not been
preserved; therefore, the list of the names of the pupils as prepared
at the close of the Connor period is incomplete. As far as the
writer knows, the only student survivors of that period are William
Stahlschmidt. of Preston, Judge Klein, of Walkerton, George C. H.
Lang, of Kitchener, Henry Jackson, of Chicago, and William
Weaver, of Hespeler. Other well-known students of that somewhat
early time were the late Dr. Lackner, Allen Huber, John King, the
Premier’s father, Sheriff Motz, P. E. W. Moyer, William Roos,
David Shoemaker, Dr. Bowers, Edward and Fred Colquhoun,
Barnabas Devitt, Dr. Aaron Eby, Moses Moyer, George Stanton,
Dr. Walmsley, Dr. McIntyre, Dr. Winn and Dr. Shantz.

As has just been mentioned Mr. Connor was the last master of
the Grammar School in the old Central School, his term there being -
from January to June, 1871. He was engaged by a board of which
there are now no survivors. They were James Colquhoun, Chair-
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man, Hugo Kranz, secretary, D. McDougall,- William Oelschlager,
Dr. D. S. Bowlby and W. H. Bowlby. Mr. Connor delights to dwell
on the incidents which surrounded his early coming to Berlin. He
recalls that he rode in John Roat’s bus from the Grand Trunk depot
to Gaukel’s tavern which was his home for a few days, and which
quite measured up to the recommendations of the Grand Trunk
Railway conductor as given to him on the train.

In describing his first day at school on Monday, January 5th,
1871, Mr. Connor says in his profound way, “These were the
students assembled there and then:— ‘

“Peter J. Alteman, son of a builder in Waterloo, afterwards
a teacher and then an Excise man; William H. Becker who attended
only one half-year, Herman and Hilmar Boedecker, sons of the
senior partner in Boedecker and Stuebing, importers of German
books, stationery, etc., who soon left town; William H. Blackburn,
who was in his last year at school; William Chalmers, a very clever
boy, who became a law student; Alexander Davidson, son of Sheriff
Davidson, who studied medicine; Charles D’Esterre, son of a cus-
toms officer, removed to another town by the Department; A. Dies-
telmeyer, a country boy, who came for only one term; John C.
Falls, son of the Rev. A. S. Falls, B.A., Anglican clergyman, a fine
youth, steady and diligent, and an excellent cricketer, who obtained
an excellent position in a Winnipeg establishment; Alexander
Jackson, son of Mr. H. F. J. Jackson, leading business man and
cricketer, whose example Aleck followed; William H. Graff at-
tended only in winter; Herman Heller, son of an hotel keeper, and
not attending long. Then there was Isaac M. Levan, (Ike Levan), a
very popular though somewhat frail boy, who matriculated, gaining
honors and a scholarship, and who afterwards became a very suc-
cessful teacher and a High School Inspector; Charles Moe, a Ger-
man boy not attending long enough for me to get really acquainted
with him; James Gordon Mowat, who after two years’ absence
had returned in 1871 but soon went into journalism, editing the
Galt Reformer and Canadian monthly, and who, as “Moses Oates”,
wrote many humorous sketches; also his brother, John Mowat, who
became a successful barrister; Cyrus E. Moyer, like his brother,
P. E. W. Moyer, a publisher; Alexander Mackie, son of John A.
Mackie, J.P., Merchant, King Street; Andrew J. Peterson, son of
A. J. Peterson, clerk of the Division Court,—his strong point was
German; James A. Potter, a farmer’s son, and later a successful
business man in Winnipeg; John A. Rittinger, son of the senior
partner of Rittinger and Motz, publishers of the Berliner Journal,
who thanked me for correcting his errors in English pro-
nunciation; Naylor Rogers, son of the Manager of our only Bank
of those days; Charles J. Scott, son of the late Dr. Scott; Robert
and Frank Stanton, sons of Charles Stanton, a county official; James
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Ward, an hotel keeper’s son, afterwards a commission agent; Dibert
Yeagley, son of D. Yeagley, and Jacob Yantz, a very diligent boy
and good Latinist and cricketer.

“The girls were Sophia Bodenbender, daughter of the German
Baptist Pastor, a good steady girl, and long since deceased; Mar-
garet Burke, niece of Mrs. J. A. Mackie, who went to her cousin,
Mrs. J. C. Falls, Winnipeg; Margaretta Dobbin, who became Mrs.
Robert Barbour; Eva M. Eby, granddaughter of Bishop Eby,
pioneer teacher and missionary; Mary Frank, daughter of the
printer and part-time Editor of the Berlin Telegraph, who later
entered the Winnipeg Post Office; two other good students were
Bella Potter and Wilhelmina Rothwell, who also became a teacher
and later Mrs. William Craig of Saskatchewan, also Kate Gaul, a
daughter of an old resident who became Mrs. Perrin of London and
Lillie and Nellie Van Camp, daughter and niece of Dr. Van Camp,
our dentist. New pupils after the vacation were W. H. Breithaupt,
later a C.E,, "and railway bridge engineer, mainly in the United
States, his cousin, L. H. Wagner, who became a presiding elder of
the Evangelical Church, and John R. Feick, a faithful student, as
were nearly all that from this time joined us.”

The year 1871 was, from a legislative point of view, probably
the most momentous year educationally in the history of Ontario.
Common schools became public schools and grammar schools be-
came high schools; local superintendents of schools with their
boards of public instruction were superseded by county inspectors
and county boards of examiners; and steps were taken to improve
text books, to broaden the curricula and to prepare better teachers. -
The full influence of these measures was felt in Berlin, with the
added disturbance of removal to new quarters forced upon the
board by the ever increasing numbers of pupils at the Central
School. Not only had a common school class been opened in a
room over the fire hall, but the hitherto roomy quarters of the
grammar school had been cut down to make room for the per-
sistent juniors. Mr. Connor’s version of what happened at that time
is this:—

“During the vacation it was agreed between our Board and
the Town Council that we should give up our room in the Central
(now Suddaby) School and in return have the former Sweden-
borgian Church on Church Street between St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church and Benton Street and north of the German Baptist Church.
This arrangement, with some drawbacks, had the advantage of
independence, the grammar school being no longer mistaken for a
mere department of the Public School. It also infused into us an
“Esprit de Corps”. Such new pupils as we obtained were no longer
like too many of our former number, sent till some employment
should turn up, but, coming to fit themselves for active life, and
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increasing the number of earnest students like Isaac Levan and
Conrad Bitzer, the latter being now able to resume his course with
advantage to himself and still more to the public.”

The new High School did not remain long in these temporary
quarters,—a matter of four and a half years—which brings us down
to January, 1876. But before passing on, I may point out that it
was during this period that the. teaching staff was increased to
three members, the third member being G. E. Shaw, M.A,, who
taught some modern language work as well as science and mathe-
matics. Slowly and steadily the attendance increased in numbers,
and slowly but surely it was becoming manifest that a church
building was not well adapted for secondary school purposes. The
board of that day decided that the school of the future would have
to be provided for in an ample way. Accordingly, a permanent
high school property on the hill near Greenbush was purchased
upon which to erect a building which would satisfy present con-
ditions, and, as far as possible those of the immediate future.
This portion of real estate is the land on part of which the present
new building now stands. It was purchased from George M.
Bellinger, of the Township of Wellesley, for the princely sum of
Six Hundred and Twenty-five Dollars, and “contained by ad-
measurement, two acres, three roods and nine perches, be the same
more or less.” Since that time about three acres have been added
to the grounds.

A few statistics regarding our little high school gleaned from
the report of Dr. Ryerson, chief superintendent of education, to
the Hon. Peter Gow, Provincial Secretary, for the years 1871 and
1872, the first two years under the new regulations, may be of in-
terest, and by way of intensifying that interest the corresponding
statistics of the school for the year 1926, as furnished by the
present minister of education, are added:

Heading 1871 1872 1926
Legislative Grant «........c.cco.c.... 388.00 401.45 41394.26
Municipal Grant .........ccccoevene 550.00  585.00 127027.30
Fees v — — 3257.40
Building Values ..., 1000.00  1000.00 415321.76
Value of Equipment ................ 200.00 290.00 87836.90
Maps and Books .......cccoooeveene 16.00 46.95 1458.00.
Fuel v 198.10  243.85 4299.63
Total Number of Pupils.......... 53 39 844
Grounds ... ccooeerenereieiinins 14 acre - lhacre 51/5acres
Value of Grounds .........c.cco.ce. 600.00 600.00 66107.71
Number of Teachers ................ 2 2 35
Teachers’ Salaries ................... 721.50 858.50 95646.38

The first school building erected on the property on the hill
was a handsome structure in its day, and was opened to the public
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in January, 1876, the programme being provided largely by Miss
Edith Wells, Isaac Levan and Sheldon Bingham. By April of that
year adjustments were made in, and appointments to, the staff which
resulted in the origin of what became known as “the triumvirate,”
the members of which were J. W. Connor, D. Forsyth and A.
Mueller, Mr. Forsyth replacing Mr. Shaw and Mr. Mueller replacing
Rev. Tuerk. This group of three men worked harmoniously to-
gether as teachers of the same students, as members of various civic
bodies, and as active citizens in the community from 1876 until
Jan. 8th, 1898, the date of the sudden death of Mr. Mueller. During
this period the attendance increased to such an extent that G. A.
Powell was added to the staff in the year 1885, as a teacher of
Commercial subjects. He was succeeded in 1888 by W. F. Chapman
for one month and then by F. W. Sheppard, now inspector of
public schools for North Waterloo, whose ability as a teacher of
English was recognized by his superior officers and his students
alike, during the sixteen years of his work as instructor. The late
Adolph Mueller’s place on the staff, as teacher of Modern
Languages, was taken by Miss D. M. Eby, who, in turn gave way to
W. B. Weidenhammer in 1901. It was in this year that Mr. Forsyth
assumed the principalship of the school, Mr. Connor having volun-
tarily resigned to take charge of the Classics department, which
position he held for an additional year or two. ’

I cannot in fairness leave the Connor period of thirty years,
concerning which books could be written, without making mention
of an activity which was big in those days, and which was most
closely connected and identified with this modest high school. I
refer to association football (not rugby) which was born 'in
Western Ontario in the Old Berlin High School in the late seventies,
and Mr. David Forsyth is given unanimous credit for being its
father, or, as he is familiarly known, the Daddy of Football. He
produced a team which for four years swept all opponents to tem-
porary oblivion. Play went on winter and summer alike. “Third
Form with Forsyth and Mueller against the School”, was the slogan.
The outstanding players of those days were Dave Forsyth, Adolph
Mueller, Fred Sheppard, Solly Brubacher, Jack Dolph, Jeremiah
Scully, Eddie Huber, Charlie Kranz, Harry Bingham, Fred Killer,
Charlie Wilson, George LaCourse ,the Hughes boys, Addison and
Walter Bowman, Mose Dippel, Bob Winn, Herbert Bowlby, the
Kolb boys and the Gibson boys. These boys after leaving school,
along with other local football enthusiasts, organized themselves
as a club which assumed the name “Berlin Rangers”, a name which
became famous throughout Canada and the United States, and even
in the British Isles, where eight of those already named played as
members of the touring Canadian team.

While Mr. Forsyth and his colleagues were laying the founda-
tion of association football in our high school, they were also in-
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strumental in organizing on June 30th, 1880, in the Berlin Town
Hall, the Western Football Association, the oldest football associa-
" tion in America, and still going strong. Mr. Connor was the first
President, Mr. Mueller was Hon. President for a number of years
and Mr. Forsyth the first Secretary-Treasurer, the second being
elected twenty-six years later. He is still an officer of the W.F.A.
and is an honourary officer of the D.F.A. Organized football gave
the Berlin High School boys many opportunities to meet other
clubs, and while it is true that they carried all before them for a
while, it is equally true that on different occasions they met their
match and more in Galt, Seaforth, Dundas and Toronto University.

At this point in my sketch a word of appreciation of that grand
old man, James W. Connor, should be recorded, but one more able
than I should perform that service. I hope the Historical Society
will take early steps to secure an authentic and appreciative bi-
ography of this man of great heart and great mind who has done so
much for this community, whose influence for good and manly
things, apart from his great work as a teacher, is still alive and ac-
tive among us, although he is personally unknown to thousands of
our people, particularly to those under twenty-five years of age.
His was a great good heart which prompted him to give service, in
season and out of season, to one and all regardless of claims to that
service, With him to request a favour or a good turn was to deserve
it. He played no favorites, he raised no objections, he sought no ul-
terior motives. In spite of afflictions of which he has had his full

share, he possesses and nurtures a wonderful sense of rich spark- -

ling humour, which to-day in his eighty-fifth year you would find
as active as ever, by calling on him at his home at 16 Glenside
Avenue, Hamilton.

On his retirement from the principalship the pupils and ex-
pupils from far and near, presented him with a testimonial of One
Thousand Dollars. This was supplemented later with a second re-
cognition, and on December 21st, 1925, the High School Old Boys’
Association presented him with an oil painting of himself by Percy
Ives, of Detroit, which he in turn presented to the school, in the col-
legiate auditorium in the presence of a large and sympathetic audi-
ence. On this last occasion, although unable to hear anything that
was said, he made a speech which was remarkable not only as a feat
of memory, but as an expression of real gratitude to his former
pupils and to the members of the high school boards who have re-
membered him each month since he withdrew from service with a
modest honorarium.

Before proceeding to estimate the events of the next period of

the school’s history a tribute must be paid to Dr. D. S. Bowlby, who

was the board’s efficient chairman from 1874 to 1901, succeeding
Mr. McDougall; to Conrad Bitzer, B. A., chairman from 1901 to
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1903, who in 1875 had been the school’s first honor matriculant and
to Hugo Kranz, ex-M.P., who was secretary-treasurer from 1871 to
1899—twenty-eight years—with one short intermission. These men
with Principal Connor had quite a struggle from time to time to
keep the old high school financially alive. In 1875 Reeve Moses
Springer fought valiantly and successfully for county support for
the two high schools in the county, the Berlin High School District
and the Galt High School District being formed. The County later
repented of its action, but could not repudiate what had been done
until the final debenture payment on the new Berlin school had been
retired. Eventually the County Council withdrew from active par-
ticipation in high school matters as a district, but promised to make
a grant not to exceed One Thousand Dollars, provided the students
paid tuition fees. Relief came from this financial stress years later
when the County was compelled to pay for county pupils and was
given in return representation on the board.

As has already been stated the Forsyth regime began in 1901.
With it was ushered in an extraordinary period of progress and ex-
pansion due in part to the general growth and prosperity of the
community, in part to opportunities for expansion offered by the
Department of Education, but largely to the industry, foresight and
executive ability of Principal Forsyth, supported by the determina-
tion of an enthusiastic Board to place this school right up in the
forefront of the secondary schools of the province. A remodelling
of the old building and the building of a new wing was decided on
in 1903, as the first step towards the inclusion in the curriculum for
this high school, of the subjects of manual training and household
science, and a modern business and commercial course. While
building operations were still in progress instructors were secured
to take care of the new departments, but during the year of their
introduction quarters had to be rented in the old City Hall for the
household science classes, and in the new public library basement
for the manual training classes.

On November 30th, 1904, a Provincial-Order-in-Council was
put through raising this school to the status of a Collegiate Insti-
tute and naming it officially the Berlin Collegiate and Technical In-
stitute, and on December 21st of the same year an elaborate ban-
quet was prepared and served by the household science department
of the school, to over one hundred guests, the chief of whom was
the Hon. Richard Harcourt, Minister of Education, who formally
declared the new collegiate and technical school open, and inci-
dentally announced that this was the second school in the Province
to equip itself for the purpose of giving instruction in manual
training and household science. On this occasion a bronze tablet
to the memory of the late Adolf Mueller was unveiled.
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The Board of Trustees in office at that time were: Edward
Smyth, Chairman; Carl Kranz, Secretary; Peter Shirk, Bridgeport;
A Werner, Elmira; W. A. Greene, Waterloo; D. B. Detweiler, Ber-
lin; W. J. Motz, Berlin; and A. L. Breithaupt, Berlin.

The Staff of Teachers to whom was assigned the responsibility
of carrying on the instructional part of the work in the new school
in the year 1905 were: D. Forsyth, Principal and Mathematics; D.
S. Jackman, Science; G. R. Dolan, Classics; L. Norman, Commer-
cial; H. G. Martyn, English; Miss H. S. Albarus, Moderns; W. H.
Williams, Moderns; H. W. Brown, Art and Mathematics; D. W.
Houston, Manual Training; Miss K. A. Fisher, Household Science;
Miss M. Zoellner, P. T. and Secretary; E. Detwiler, P. T. and Eng-
lish.

During the following fifteen years the school steadily increased
in numbers, with a corresponding increase in the number of teach-
ers and a corresponding increase in the acuteness of the accommo-
dation situation. By 1919 the office and other rooms unsuited for
class purposes had been pressed into service, the Assembly Hall
being the refuge in all storms and stresses. As early as 1914 the
Department had pointed out the need for additional space and par-
ticularly since it was in that year that special legislation was en-
acted, enlarging the High School district so as to include the munici-
pality of the town of Waterloo and incidentally changing the name
of the school to “Berlin and Waterloo Collegiate and Technical In-
stitute.” The Great War, however, ended all building discussions for
the time. :

In the meantime the Dominion and the Provincial governments
had announced a policy for joint financial encouragement of tech-
nical education, to the effect that municipalities, which provided
site, building and equipment for technical and vocational education
in accordance with Departmental regulations, would be materially
assisted in the cost of the building and of the equipment. The gov-
ernments’ decision to adopt this policy arose directly out of the
exhaustive and voluminous report of the Royal Commission on In-
dustrial Training and Technical Education, of which Mr. Forsyth
was a valuable and an honored member. These new duties took Mr.
Forsyth to the principal cities of America and Europe. He was re-
lieved of his school duties for a period of eighteen months beginning
in 1910 and ending in December, 1911. During his absence the du-
ties of principal were well performed by Mr. W. H. Williams, M.A.,
the modern language master at that time and now on the staff of the
University High School at Toronto.

The terms of the Government policy just mentioned appealed
to the Collegiate Board at that time, and negotiations were at once
entered into with the Department to demolish the old building, to
remodel the new wing, and to erect a new building to complete the
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scheme. Plans were drawn, prices obtained and such progress made
that the whole matter was presented to the Municipal Councils for
their approval. Unanimous approval was not obtained, at that time,
because it was thought by some that building costs were too high.
Two years later, however, revised plans and reduced prices appealed
to both councils and the building program was endorsed. An agree-
ment was entered into with the Department as to the financial sup-
port the latter would furnish, tenders were called for and the con-
tracts were let, the first sod being turned on July 2nd, 1922.

Towards the close of the previous academic year, Principal
Forsyth had decided to seek relief from the labour and responsibil-
ity attendant on building so extensively, and later organizing a
large combined school along new and, in many cases, untried lines.
In granting Mr. Forsyth’s request the Board was pleased to honor
him with the title “Principal Emeritus,” allowing him to remain as
head of the mathematics department, which position he retained for
one year before resigning altogether from the staff. Thus closed an
active service in education extending over a period of 46 years, for-

_ ty-five of which had been spent in this school. Mr. Forsyth’s con-

tributions to education have been many and varied, not the least of
which was his work as a member of the Royal Commission men-
tioned. As a teacher of science under Mr. Connor’s principalship,
he took a bold step, but one which was pedagogically correct. He
practically originated and put into practice the method of teaching
science by requiring each pupil to perform the experiment under
consideration, and to deduce his own conclusions from recorded ob-
servations. This method is now compulsory in all secondary
schools, and the high school inspectors insist on the purchase by
boards of ample equipment and supplies with which to carry out
such a programme in all branches of science.

A unique event involving Principal Forsyth took place on Sep-
tember 7th, 1920, when Miss Alice Hagey took her place as a

student in the Collegiate. She was the third generation of Hageys to

become in the regular way a pupil of Mr. Forsyth. Jacob B. Hagey,
of 198 Mary Street, Waterloo, was a high school pupil in 1875-6-7;
his son, Dr. J. W. Hagey, of 17 Otto Street, Kitchener, attended in
1890-1-2-3; and his granddaughter Alice began her high school
course as above.

Another unique event was that which took place in the Colleg-
iate Board Room on August 5th, 1925, during the Old Boys’ Re-
union, when Ora Walper, of Detroit, an ex-student of Mr. Forsyth’s
and his warm admirer, presented him in the presence of several
High School old boys with an oil painting of himself which he in
turn presented to the school. This splendid tribute to the school’s
second grand old man was enthusiastically endorsed by those who
witnessed it. Mr. Forsyth has retired to a delightful little fruit farm
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adjoining the town of Beamsville, where I understand his services
are in demand as a counsellor on the High School Board in that
town.

The retirement of Mr. Forsyth compelled the Board of 1921 to
look about for a principal and organizer who would be able to
launch successfully on a somewhat crowded sea of education a type
of school quite new in the province, and quite capable of being mis-
understood as to its mission in an educational system and as to its
value to a community. The Board’s call resulted in the appointment
in June, 1921, of Principal R. N. Merritt, of the Owen Sound Col-
legiate, who immediately set himself to work to modify the plans
for building, and later to secure additional teachers for the techni-
cal departments and to select technical equipment. In these duties
he was ably assisted by the advisory Vocational Committee, as well
as by the members of many voluntary sub-committees, who gave ex-
cellent advice as to the needs of the various local trades and indus.
tries. While these matters were getting under way, the school passed
its transition year in the remodelled new wing of the old building,
in which provision had been made, temporarily of course, for four-

teen class rooms, two laboratories and the necessary store rooms °

and cloak rooms.

By dint of extraordinary management on the part of the con-
tractors, The Anglin-Norcross Company, the new school was opened
for regular class work on time, namely Sept. 4, 1923. Some in-
terior construction work was not completed for a month or so, and
some equipment was not delivered until an even later date, but the
school was able to carry on very well, and the students gave a good
account of themselves at the close of their first year in the new
building. The combined school was formally opened and officially
named “The Kitchener and Waterloo Collegiate and Vocational
School” by the Hon. H. J. Cody, D.D., on the evening of Friday,
April 4th, 1924, which was also the date of the closing exhibition
of the work of the evening class students for the year. Mr. F. P,
Gavin, M. A., Director of Technical Education, and Miss McKim,
B.A., of the same department, and Mr. B. Coon, B. Sc., representing
the architects, were present also.

The members of the Board and of its committees deserve great
credit for bringing this large expansion project to a successful is-
sue. All took part in this great work, but especial mention must be
made of the splendid services rendered by Mr. E. O. Weber, Chair-
man of the Board, and the late Mr. John A. Lang, Chairman of the
Building Committee. The new composite school opened with the fol-
lowing members in office:

E. O. Weber, chairman, C. W. Schiedel, vice-chairman, M. S.
Hallman, J. F. Honsberger, J. A. Lang, C. Reitzel, W. T. Sass and
N. C. Schneider as members of the Collegiate Board, and A. Foster,
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