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Waterloo Historical Society  
Newsletter 

 

September / October 2019                                                          
 

Marion Roes, Editor 

 
Public Meetings – All are welcome 

Both are at the Victoria Park Pavilion, 80 Schneider Avenue, Kitchener 

 
 
Tuesday, October 1, 7:30 p.m.   Doors open at 6:30 p.m.                                                                             

“Travel and Tavern-Going in Early 19th-Century Upper Canada” 
 
 
Jesse Abbott, a PhD candidate at the University of Waterloo,  will speak about his 
research on the drinking aspect of travel and tavern-going; exploring  the alcohol 
consumption of travelers and settlers in the many taverns which dotted the Upper 
Canadian landscape. Jesse argues that in this period, (just as today) what alcohol you 
drank, how you drank it, with whom, and in what quantity, and how you handled its 
intoxicating effects, all said something about you in colonial society. In other words, 
alcohol consumption informed the construction of masculine, racial, and class 
identities both on the road and in public spaces. Gaukel’s Hotel in Berlin, a prominent 
example of a tavern, was built in 1835. Public houses like Gaukel’s were usually open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week to provide lodging, food, and drink for weary 
travelers.  

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, November 5 at 7:30 p.m.  Doors open at 6:30 p.m.                                                                  
Annual General Meeting                                                                                                          
 
The speaker and topic will be announced on Facebook, Twitter and our web site.  For information about meetings, contact 
Programs Committee Chair, Eric Uhlmann at 519 577-5773.    
 
Everyone is invited to participate in the annual general meeting, conducted by president John Glass, immediately following 
the lecture. The AGM is an occasion for the Board of Directors to account for its conduct and activities during the preceding 
year and offer an insight to its plans for the future. Members are eligible to vote. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Memberships are due October 1 
Please fill out and mail the enclosed renewal form and your cheque to the address on the form, or 

bring them to the October 1 meeting 
Thank you for your prompt renewal  and your support 
See www.whs.ca for Student Membership information 

 

A road between Kingston & York. Library & 
Archives Canada online, MIKAN no. 2894469 

http://www.whs.ca/
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Happenings in the Grace Schmidt Room (GSR) 
 

 
 
Please join us on Wednesday 23 October 2019 at 7 p.m. in the Grace Schmidt Room for a book signing with Joanna Rickert-
Hall, author of the book, “Waterloo You Never Knew: Life on the Margins.” Register online or call 519-743-0271. 
 
We’ll be showing the film “Care for the Child: The Story of the Bridgeport General” in the Central Library Theatre on Monday 
28 October 2019 at 7 p.m. Director Rob Ring will be joining us, and DVD copies of the movie will be for sale. Register online 
or call 519-743-0271. 
 
We’re getting ready for the 7th Annual KPL Genealogy Fair on Saturday 2 November 2019! We hope that you will join us from 
9 – 4 at the Central Library for this free day of genealogy fun, learning and sharing. Melanie McLennan will be our keynote 
speaker and she’ll share with us how DNA helped her break through her Irish genealogy brick wall. We’ll have speakers and 
workshops, vendors and exhibitors throughout the day. The day’s program will be posted on the Fair website 
www.kpl.org/genealogy-fair in early October. No registration is required – just drop in! 
 
Since my last report, the Society has received the following donations: 
 

¶ Digital scans of 17 real photo postcards depicting local area floods from 1900-1912.  

¶ A collection of WHS annual volumes. 

¶ A copy of the programme for the “Thanksgiving for Victory” celebration in Waterloo Park, held on Sunday 20 May 
1945; a January 1987, v. 50, no. 5 newsletter of the Kitchener-Waterloo Sales and Ad Club newsletter titled, “Ribs 
and Tales”; an undated brochure titled "Optimal Solutions" from Epton Industries, Kitchener; and an undated 
booklet from the Waterloo County Board of Education, titled "Kindergarten is..."  

 
Cheers,  
Karen Ball-Pyatt, WHS Archivist  
Email karen.ball-pyatt@kpl.org  
Tel: 519-743-0271, ext. 252 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Condolences 

 
On behalf of our members, WHS offers condolences to the family of Jim Barrie. Jim died on August 20.  He was a past president 
of WHS (as was his dad) and authored several articles on Galt and North Dumfries in WHS volumes.  Our (incomplete) records 
show him as a member since 1964.  When rych mills advised the board about Jim’s passing, he wrote: “Jim was certainly one 
of my mentors in getting into local history back in early ‘80s.”  
 
  

Waterloo Historical Society gratefully acknowledges that the Kitchener Public Library 
continues to keep and care for our collection and archives in the Grace Schmidt Room of 
Local History at the Central Library 

 

http://www.kpl.org/genealogy-fair
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News and Notes from the Board of Directors  

From the Nominating Committee ɀ John Glass, Lesley Webb, Debbie Kroetsch 

WHS is currently recruiting for two director positions:  Vice President and Book Table Co-ordinator.   If you are a current 
board member or councilor who is interested in filling either position you are encouraged to contact a committee member 
for the full job descriptions.  Contact details are on the back page of the newsletter.  

About the Book Table ɀ rych mills and Sherwood Hagey  
 
Local and Ontario history books are always welcome at the WHS Book Table. If you are downsizing or if you are helping 
someone move and there are excess books, please consider donating them to the Book Table. At our public meetings a 
selection of books is displayed and for sale at low, low prices. Contact rychmills@golden.net  or 519 742-4990 to make 
arrangements. 
 
 

From the Plaques Committee – Westmount Neighbourhood Plaque Unveiling 

 
Saturday, September 14, 2 p.m. 
Location: Parkette at the intersection of Dunbar Rd, Rusholme Rd and Union Blvd 
Refreshments and entertainment. Everyone is invited. 
 

For more than 90 years the Waterloo Historical Society (WHS) has been installing bronze plaques throughout the County / 
Region, telling the fascinating stories of our people and places.  The newest plaque to join those ranks celebrates and 
commemorates the history of the Westmount neighbourhood and its unique position as Kitchener’s “first Detached Private 
Residential District.”  It features the tale of local industrialist and entrepreneur Talmon Rieder, who envisioned winding streets, 
wide boulevards and a canopy of trees, all of which came to fruition. 

The WHS has been working closely with the Westmount Neighbourhood Association. The City of Kitchener has approved a 
Neighbourhood Matching Grant for the project.  

The WHS thanks the City of Kitchener, Your Neighbourhood Credit Union, and the Kitchener Waterloo Community Foundation 
for their financial contribution, as well as the Westmount neighbourhood for their generous donations to this project. 

 

Parking: carpool if possible. Dunbar Rd, Rusholme Rd, Avondale Ave & John St W 
(south side only) have some short-term on-street parking 

Bus routes 

From Kitchener City Hall Station, take #4 bus (direction Boardwalk Station) to 
Glasgow / Dunbar, walk 2 blocks north on Dunbar 

From Waterloo Public Square Station, take #7 bus (direction Fairway Station) to 
King / Union, #4 bus (direction Boardwalk Station) to Glasgow / Dunbar, walk 2 
blocks north on Dunbar 

From Waterloo Public Square Station, #16 bus (direction Conestoga College) to 
Belmont / Union, walk 3 blocks west on Union 
 

Westmount neighbourhood developer Talmon Rieder.  Photo courtesy of the Rieder and 
Anthes Family, 2010 accrual, University of Waterloo Library, Special Collections & Archives. 

  

 

 

mailto:rychmills@golden.net
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Kudos, Congratulations and Thank You 

From the Waterloo Regional Heritage Foundation’s 2019 Annual General Meeting Report.  Awards to WHS members:  
 
Lary Turner:  Award of Excellence   
Lary Turner has been a great advocate for the heritage of the Waterloo Region and has been with The Company of Neighbours 
/ Hespeler Heritage Centre for many years as curator of roughly 10,000 artifacts.   
 

  Karl Kessler and Sunshine Chen:  Region of Waterloo History Prize for their book, Overtime: Portraits of a Vanishing 
 Canada. 

 
 

New Books 
 
Joanna Rickert-Hall, Waterloo You Never Knew: Life on the Margins   
www.dundurn.com 

 
Available at Words Worth Books (support local businesses first!), Costco, Indigo (in 
store and online), Amazon, Schneider Haus and Ken Seiling Waterloo Region 
Museum Gift Shops and The Museum. 
 
@redman4region on Twitter. Karen’s pick:  Waterloo You Never Knew: Life on the 
Margins reflects an authentic sense of place that roots the stories in Waterloo 
Region.  It tells compelling stories of our community that should be heard.  Give it 
a read! 
 
See  the next Ontario Historical Society Bulletin for Dr. Cynthia Comacchio’s reviews 
of both Joanna’s book and Marion Roes’s Mennonite Funeral and Burial 
Traditions: Interviews and Personal Stories... from Waterloo Region, Oxford, 
Perth and Wellington Counties. 

 
 

 
 

 

The Essex Region Conservation Authority has published a new book by author 
and historian and WHS member Dr. John C. Carter.  The Perils and Pitfalls of 
the Steamer Ploughboy: A Story of its Construction to Destruction details the 
exciting and intriguing history of one of the merchant ships belonging to John 
R. Park and his brothers through their 19th-century business, Park and Company 
Shipping.  

Dr. Carter’s connection to the Essex County region runs deep; he served as the 
Curator of the John R. Park Homestead early in his professional career. 
“Through his keen interest in the Parks, coupled with his continuous research 
and captivating writing, Carter has provided a fascinating case study of 
maritime shipping and trade on the Great Lakes in the mid-19th century,” says 
current Homestead Curator, Kristin Ives. 

 To purchase a copy, contact the John R. Park Homestead at jrph@erca.org or 
519-738-2029. Through the generosity of Dr. Carter, all proceeds from book 
sales benefit the John R. Park Homestead. 

mailto:jrph@erca.org
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2019 History Under the Trees 
 

In the Shuh barn at Doon Heritage Village, Waterloo Region Museum 
 
Some of the 35 - 40 attendees displayed home-made and old tools from their past. A few explained the special meaning these 
have. Al Junker went through the development of several tool types such as planers and ones for carving. He also gave insight 
into the world of antique tools collectors.  Thank you to attendees, speakers, WHS volunteers and Museum staff who made 
possible this fun and educational afternoon.  Photos courtesy of Harold Russell and John Glass. 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Harold Russell explained that most of his 
Schantz relatives were "on the level"  (Most?) 

Ken Lippert also told stories 

New Dundee historian, Al Junker, was the featured speaker 



6 
 

 

Who We Are and How to Reach Us 
 

 
Web Site   www.whs.ca         
Email          whs@whs.ca   
                                   
Mail: Waterloo Historical Society 
c/o Grace Schmidt Room, 85 Queen 
Street North, Kitchener ON   N2H 2H1 

 
Facebook  
www.facebook.com/waterloohs   
 
Twitter  @WaterlooHS  
 
Instagram   waterloohistoricalsociety 
 

 
Board of Directors 
 
President:  John Glass 
jcglass@rogers.com 
 
Past President: Lesley Webb 
lesley.webb@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer: Jeff Shank 
jeff420shank@gmail.com  
  
Secretary: Mary Lapp  
secretarywhs1912@gmail.com 
 
Archivist: Karen Ball-Pyatt 
karen.ball-pyatt@kpl.org   
 

Membership Chair   
Erin Applebee 
 
Editor, Newsletter: Marion Roes, 
mlroes@sympatico.ca, 519 883-1448 
 
Editor, Publication Cmte: rych mills 
rychmills@golden.net,  519 742-4990 
 
Plaques Cmte Chair: Warren Stauch 
mmegeo@golden.net 
 
Book Table: Sherwood Hagey 
eshagey@hallandales.com  
 
Programs Chair 
Eric Uhlmann  519 577-5773 
 
Directors 
Rosanne Atwater-Hallatt 
Debbie Kroetsch 
Ray Ruddy  
David Emberly 
Glenn Thorpe 
 

 
Councilors          
Cambridge:  Joleen Taylor 
Kitchener:  Harold Russell, Sandra Parks 
Waterloo: Jane Britton, Janice Harper 
North Dumfries Township: David Pyper 
Wellesley Township: Nancy Maitland 

Wilmot Township: Patty Clarke 
Woolwich Township:  Elinor Rau,  
     Diane Strickler, Bertha Thompson  
 
Archives  
Contact Karen Ball-Pyatt if you have 
questions about the WHS archives or have 
items to donate. 
 
Book Table    
To donate or buy books, come to our 
meetings or see www.whs.ca/booktable/  
 
Membership 
See whs.whs.ca/memberships for a form 
to print, information and benefits. 
Membership year is  Oct 1 to Sept 30.   
 
Thank you for supporting WHS with your 

memberships and donations. 
 

 
Newsletter  
Comments, questions and submissions 
may be sent to the editor, Marion Roes.   
 
Thank you for help with this issue to              
Karen Ball-Pyatt, rych mills, Erin 
Applebee, John Glass, Harold Russell  
and Sandra  Parks.

 
 
 
 
 

 
7ÁÔÅÒÌÏÏ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÆÏÓÔÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÌÉÇÅÎÔÌÙ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÓ 
its preservation by documenting the history of Waterloo Region, including the cities of Cambridge, Kitchener 
and Waterloo, along with the townships of North Dumfries, Wellesley, Wilmot and Woolwich.   
 

 
 

 

Genealogy Fair, Central Library Kitchener, Saturday, November 2,  9 – 4 
WHS will have a photo display and the Book Table for you to see and browse 

 
 

 
 

One last reminder: please renew your WHS membership with the enclosed form   
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