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Frontispiece—Stedman-Indian Deed

The frontispiece is a reproduction of the second folio, with
most of the signatures and the much later certificate of registra-
tion, of the deed, given Philipp Stedman by the Sachems of the
Six Nation Indians in 1795, for a tract of land on the Grand
River, from just above Paris to above Galt, purchased by the
Hon. William Dickson in 1816, now, substantially, the Townships
of North and South Dumfries. Stedman made small payment
only; a large mortgage remained until paid off by Dickson in
1816.

The totems of the grantors will be noted on the left and thumb
prints, in sealing wax, on the right of the signatures. Appended
to the deed, by its binding tape, is a large wax seal, about three
inches across and half an inch thick.

The text of the deed here follows:
To All Persons to Whom These Presents Shall Come, Greeting,

Know vye, that we, the undersigned Sachems and Chief
Warriors of the Mohawk, Oghgwaga, Seneka, Onondaga,
and Cayuga Tribes or Nations of Indian Americans living on
and inhabiting and owning the lands of the Grand River, or River
Quse, in the Province of Upper Canada, in North America. For
and in consideration of the sum of Ten thousand, two hundred,
and fifty pounds, ten shillings, estimating dollars at eight shillings
each, to us in hand, well and truly paid before the ensealing and
delivery hereof, to and for the use of the Sachems and chief
warriors aforesaid, and of the several nations of Indian Ameri-
cans aforesaid, by Phillip Stedman, of Fort Erie Township, in
the County of Lincoln, and Province of Upper Canada, aforesaid,
Gentleman, the receipt whereof we do in our aforesaid capacities
hereby acknowledge, have given, granted, bargained, sold, aliened,
released, conveyed and confirmed; and by these presents,
do give, grant, bargain, sell, alien, release, convey and con-
firm unto him the said Phillip Stedman, and to his heirs
and assigns, the following Tract or parcel of land lying
upon and adjoining the said Grand River, viz. Beginning at the
second Forks of said river, above the Mohawk village thereon,
which forks are formed somewhat above the new road leading
from the head of Lake Ontario to the river L.e Tranche, alias,
Thames, and thence extending up the said river, (and to be
parallel with the river road aforesaid) about a north northwest
point, full twelve miles, carrying and containing the full breadth
of twelve miles across said river, or six miles on each side of the
same and containing one hundred and forty-four square miles, or
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ninety-two thousand one hundred and sixty acres, being part
of the Tract of land granted to the said Indian Nation by his
Excellency Frederick Haldimand, late Gov’r. of Quebec and its
dependencies, as by His Grant thereof reference thereto being
had, as also to the survey of said lands, made by order of his
Excellency, John Graves Simcoe, Lieutenant Governor of the
said Province of Upper Canada, may appear: Reserving, never-
theless, out of and from the said Tract of land, full one thousand
acres, and no more, to be pitched and laid out for the use, and
at the election and choice of Captain Joseph Brant of the said
Grand River, five hundred acres of which to be a pinery.

To have and hold the above granted and bargained prem-
ises with all the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to him
the said Phillip Stedman, and to his heirs and assgns forever:
We hereby engaging in our said capacities of Sachems and chief
Warriors of the Tribes and Nations aforesaid, to warrant and
defend the said granted and bargained premises to him the said
Phillip Stedman and to his heirs and assigns against the lawful
claims and demands of any person or persons whomsoever.

In testimony whereof, the said Sachems and Chief Warriors
of the Mohawk, Oghgwaga, Seneka, Onondaga, and Cayuga
Tribes or Nations of Indian Americans have hereunto subscribed
their names and sealed their seals this second day of March in
ftihe year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-

ve.

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of us:

Robert Kerr, J. P. Jos. Brant.

John Young Kenweathon
William Nelles Onaghsgwisahhon
Daniel Young Thagohawightha
Warner Nelles Tewaseragegh

Kenrageughgowagh.




Constitution and By-Laws of
The Waterloo Historical Socieiy

Adopted 1914

Article I.—Title.

The name of this organization shall be the Waterloo
Historical Society.

Article II.—Objects.

The objects of the Waterloo Historical Society shall be the
collection, preservation, exhibition and publication of material
pertaining to the history of the County of Waterloo in particular,
and to Canadian Historical records generally; acquiring docu-
ments and manuscripts, and obtaining narratives and records of
pioneers, maintaining a gallery of historical portraits and a
historical museum, publishing and diffusing information relative
to the history of the County, and in general encouraging and
developing within this County the study of its history. The
museum and general headquarters of the Society shall be in
Berlin, the county town of Waterloo County.

Article IIT.~—~Members.

The Society shall be composed of the following classes of
members, viz.:—

a. Honorary Members.

b. Ex-officio Members.

c. Life Members.

d. Annual Members.

Members of all classes shall be elected by the Council of the
Society at any of its regular meetings.

Honorary Members shall be chosen by the unanimous vote of
the members of the Council present at any regular meeting
thereof.

Ex-officio Members shall be the Dominion and Provincial
Members of Parliament in both ridings of the County, the mem-
bers of the County Council, and the Mayors of the incorporated
cities of the County.

Annual and Life Members shall be chosen by a majority vote
of the members of the Council present at any regular meeting
thereof.

Honorary and ex-officio Members shall pay no dues.

A payment of twenty dollars into the funds of the Society
shall constitute Life Membership.

Annual Members shall pay a fee of one dollar per annum;
Lady Annual Members shall pay fifty cents per annum.
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Article IV.—Officers.

The affairs of this Society shall be managed by a Council
composed of the following :—

A President, a Vice-President, a Secretary-Treasurer and four
additional members elected by the Society. These officers shall
form a Council to control and provide for the general interests
of the Society.

The Council shall fix the remuneration of the Secretary-
Treasurer.

Five or more members of the Society residing in any local
centre of the County, outsde of Berlin, shall be entitled to elect
a local vice-president who shall be a member of the Council.

The President and Secretary-Treasurer shall be ex-officio
members of all committees.

In addition to these officers an auditor shall be elected every
year at the Annual Meeting to examine the books of the Society
before the financial statement is presented to the next Annual
Meeting.

All members of the Council shall hold office until their suc-
cessors are regularly appointed.

Article V.—Affliation.

This Society shall be affiliated with the Ontario Historical
Society.

BY-LAWS.

I.—Meetings.

The Annual Meeting of this Society shall be held on the last
Friday of October in each vear.

Such meeting shall be for the election of officers. presentation
of reports and papers, and for the transaction of general business.

General meetings may be held during the vear. as deemed
advisable by the Council.

Four members shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of
the Council.

The meetings of the Council shall be held on the call of the
President, or upon request to the President of anv three members
of the Council, and such meetings shall be deemed regular
meetings on notice thereof being issued not less than five davs
before the date of the meeting.

IT.—Resolutions.

All resolutions and motions must be presented to the
Secretary-Treasurer in writing.

ITT.—Publications.

All correspondence and papers must be authorized by the
Council before being published in any paper, pamphlet or
periodical over the name of the Society.

10




IV.—Duties of Officers.

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society and
conduct them after the prescribed order of business. In the
absence of the President, a Vice-President or other persiding
officer shall preside.

The Secretary-Treasurer shall issue all notices of meetings,
shall keep correct minutes of meetings held, and shall read such
minutes at the next regular meeting. He shall have charge of
all correspondence and of all printing, and shall present a report
at the Annual Meeting. He shall receive, collect, hold and receipt
for all fees and other monies, and disburse them by order of the
Council. All monies received or collected shall be deposited in
the Canadian Bank of Commerce to the credit of the Waterloo
Historical Society. All amounts shall be paid by cheque, signed
by the President and Secretary-Treasurer.

The Secretarv-Treasurer shall be the custodian of the Society’s
Museum and property generally.

The Auditor shall examine the Treasurer’s accounts before
thev are submitted to the Annual Meeting.

V.—Election.

The officers of the Society shall be nominated and elected by
ballot, if so desired, at the Annual Meeting.

Should any officer be unable to complete his or her year, the
Council shall have power by a two-thirds vote at any lawful
meeting to elect a successor.

VI.—Amendments.

The Constitution or the Bylaws may be altered or amended
by a two-thirds vote of fifteen or more members present at any
Annual Meeting, notice of proposed amendment or alteration
having been handed in to the Council in writing not less than
one month previous to the Annual Meeting.

VII.—Order of Business.

The Order of Business at the Annual Meeting shall be as
follows :—

1. Minutes of previous meeting.
Correspondence.
Annual Report of the Secretary-Treasurer.
Appointment of Auditor.
Election of Officers.
Amendments to Constitution or Bylaws.
President’s Address.
Other papers and addresses, and business.

XN BN
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Annual Meeting

Berlin, November 13th, 1914.

The Second Annual Meeting of the Waterloo Historical So-
ciety was held in the Free Library Hall on the above date, the
President, W. H. Breithaupt, in the chair.

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report.

Berlin, November 13th, 1914.

I have the honor of presenting the Second Annual Report of
the Waterloo Historical Society for the year ending October 31st,
1914.

The work of the Society has made progress during the past
year, and a number of notable additions have been made to the
Society’s collection.

Your President and Secretary have visited various parts of
the County and have placed the needs of the Society before
representative citizens. WWe have been assured of support every-
where, and hope to receive valuable contributions from time to
time.

It is apparent that material of much historical value has been
scattered or lost, but there is much still to be had which should
be secured without delay to be added to our collection.

A list of donations received during the vear appears elsewhere.

The hope is expressed that the membrs of the Society will
continue to take a deep interest in collecting material for our
museun. Let this be anything pertaining to the early settle-
men of this County, for example, old documents, deeds, family
histories, photographs, Indian objects, etc.

Lecture.

This year we were fortunate in having an address by Dr. Otto
Klotz, Dominion Astronomer, of Ottawa. The address, which
was an excellent presentation of the subject dealt with “The
Boundaries of Canada.”

12




Financial Statement.
Receipts for 1914:

Balance from 1913 ................... $150.61
Berlin Free Library for repairs ......... 13.00
Members’ Fees ...........¢ccvucuinen. 51.50
Waterloo County Grant ............... 100.00
Legislative Grant .................... 100.00
1913 RepOrtS ... iie i ie e 1.00

$416.11

Disbursements for 1914:

Postage, Printing and Stationery ........ $ 44.08
Cases and Repairs .. ......... ... 103.90
Lecture . ... . ittt i e e 10.00
Rent and Caretaker ........... ... ... 19.00
Bookbinding ........c. it 31.75
First Annual Report .................. 40.00
Frames and mounting maps ...........- 16.00
Second Annual Report (estimated) ..... 80.00
Services of Secretaries ................ 30.00

$374.73
Balance on hand ..........0 . iinreneaennn $ 41.38

All of which is respectfully submitted.

P. FISCHER,
Secretary-Treasurer Waterloo Historical Society.

The report was duly received and adopted.

Election of Officers.

On motion of J. E. Klotz, seconded by D. Forsyth, the officers
of 1914 were re-elected to office for the year 1915.

Constitution and By-Laws.

On resolution passed at the first annual meeting, the Council
of the Society prepared during the year formal Constitution and
By-Laws, which were presented at the annual meeting and
adopted. (They appear elsewhere in this report.)

Mr. J. AL Scully was appointed Auditor.

Addresses.

The President, \V. H. Breithaupt, in his address reviewed the
work of the Society for the past year, and gave an account of his
visit to the meeting of the Ontario Horticultural Society at
Ottawa, and the Lundy's Lane celebration.

Mr. James E. Kerr, Secretary of the Galt Public Library
Board, read a paper on the History of the Galt Public Library.

13
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President’s Address

In the first place I have to acknowledge a feeling of short-
coming. The President’s address to this Society, on the occasion
of the Annual Meeting, should contain some addition to the
recorded history of the County. For some time I have been
collecting material for a comprehensive paper on the history of
County newspapers. Owing to the difficulty and delay in getting
all the information wanted, the paper could not be completed ifor
this meeting.

It is a satisfaction to report that interest in the general
purposes of the Society continues and grows. There have been
a number of valuable additions to the Societv’s collection, in files
of County newspapers, in portraits and other pictures, and in
general objects of historical and antiquarian interest, all as
referred to by the Secretary and as will appear in the annual
report.  Among the photographs contributed. those of the
Stedman deed of 1795 from the Sachems of the Six Nation Indians
for what became Dumiries Township, the Dickson purchase of
1816, are of particular interest. A reproduction of one of these
photographs is to appear as an illustration in this vear's annual
report. By courtesy of the owner, Miss Dickson, of Galt, the
parchment original is here on exhibition this evening.

We have had the pleasure this evening to hear an interesting
and valuable paper on the Galt Public Library, read by the author,
Mr. James E. Kerr, of Galt. As former President of the Galt
Mechanics Institute for a number of vears. later chairman of the
Library Board, since 190t secretary of the Board. and now for
the past five vears secretary-treasurer, Mr. Kerr is well qualified
to speak on his subject.

Mr. E. WL B. Snider, of St. Jacobs, has in preparation and had
intended to give us a paper on the History of the Grist and Saw
Mills of Waterloo County, but is prevented by indisposition from
being present. We expect to have Mr. Snider's paper on a future
occasion.
~ Dr. Klotz'’s address, mentioned by the Secretary, will appear
in the annual report. While not pertaining particularly to the
history of Waterloo County. it is of first rate Canadian historic
Interest, in being the most complete treatment of its subject as a
whole that has yet come forth.

Mr. Thomas Pearce, the veteran school mspector of Waterloo
County, contributes a paper on the school history of the County,
which will appear in the annual report.

As delegate of this Society I attended the annual meeting of
the Ontario Historical Society, held in Ottawa in June. The
meeting was an interesting and well attended one, delegates from
all parts of Ontario taking part, as also one from the Buffalo
Historical Society.

14




Various papers were: The President’s annual address by
President John Dearness, M. A., of London; Pioneer Life on the
Bay of Quinte, by W. S. Herrington, B.A.,, K.C., of Napanee;
Some Old Time Newspapers and Newspaper Writers, by Dr.
Wilfred Campbell, of Ottawa; The Valley of the Ottawa in 1613,
by Dr. Sulte, 'of Ottawa; Highway of the Ottawa, by T. W. E.
Sowter, of Ottawa. Mr. Sowter spoke incidentally of an Indian
ossuary, or large burying ground, found on an island near
Aylmer, Ont., and it was brought out that only one such ossuary
had been found in southwestern Ontario, in Lambton County.

One event of the meeting was the turning of the first sod for
a monument to Samuel de Champlain, on Nepean Point.

On the various occasions there were addresses by Hon. Martin
Durrell, Minister of Agriculture., who represented the Premier;
by Hon. George Foster, Minister of Trade and Commerce, and
by Sir Wilirid Laurier.

The new President of the Ontario Historical Society is Mr.
Clarence M. Warner, of Napanee.

On Saturday afternoon, July 25th, three delegates of this
Society, Sheriff Lackner, Mr. T. A. Witzel and the President,
attended the celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of the
battle of Lundy's Lane, on the battlefield at Niagara Falls,
Ontario.

A procession with banners waving and several bands plaving
stirring military airs marched from the town armory to the
Lundy’s Lane monument, on the battlefield. In the procession
were military contingents representing all branches of the service,
Veteran Associations, Chiefs of Six Nation and other Indians,
the Ontario Historical Society and four other Historical Societies,
the U. E. Lovalists’ Association, the Mayor and Common Coun-
cil of Niagara Falls, Ont., the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of
Niagara Falls, N. Y., City and County School Boards, etc.

At the monument, which, with numerous graves of men who
fell in the battle. 1s in a cemetery on the slope and brow of a hill
where was the centre of the battle. the monument being at the
side of a historic church, there were commemorative and patriotic
addresses. by Sir John M. Gibsen, Lieutenant-Governor of On-
tario, and a number of others, including several gentlemen from
across the border, the celebration being a truly international one.
Songs and recitations varied the proceedings. A graceful feature
of the occasion was the decoration, with flowers and flags, of the
monument and graves of those who fell in the battle, by a com-
mittee of six Canadian and six American voung ladies. Military
relics of the battle and mementos of United Empire Loyalists
and early settlers were on exhibition in a tent near the monu-
ment.

15
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With the exception of the Battle of New Orleans, fought,
owing to slow travel of information in those days, after peace
had been declared, the Battle of Lundy’s Lane was practically
the last and was the most sanguinary encounter of the war of
1812, though on the appalling scale of the present war it would
rank as a mere skirmish of outposts. Well may we rejoice at the
hundred years of peace that have prevailed between two great
countries, allowing generation after generation to grow up with
the sane outlook engendered by continued security from fear of
invasion; at that great frontier of nearly four thousand miles,
stretching across a continent, the longest continuous frontier in
the world, without a fortification, and not in need of any.

On the other hand the patriotism evinced by the County of
Waterloo in the present hour of need may properly here be
placed on record. Berlin’s subscription to the Patriotic Fund for
the relief of families of soldiers stood at last report, a few days
ago, at $96,876.55, over $5.00 per head for everv man. woman
and child of population; two contingents of volunteers, 36 men,
have gone forth from here to aid in the defence of the Empire.
The Town of Waterloo is on record with the large subscription
of $48.000 to the Patriotic Fund; five men from \Waterloo went
with the contingent from Berlin. Other subscriptions to the
fund were: Galt, $45,000; Preston. $5.000: Elmira, $5.700; Wil-
mot Township, $3.000; Waterloo County Council, S2.300.
Waterloo Township intends to make a substantial contribution
as do other municipalities in the county. which have not vet
taken final action. The Belgian Relief Fund is now being actively
canvassed and will no doubt have generous contribution. Two
contingents of volunteers, 230 men. including men from Preston
and Hespeler. have gone from Galt.

Our first annual report was well received, the demand for it
being greater than we had expected, (300 copies). If we can
afford it it might well be re-printed. It will be very desirable
for later members of the Society to have a full set of its
publications. This vear we expect to publish 300 copies.

The room we occupy as museum is not adequate for the
needs of the Society. In the contemplated addition to the Berlin
Public Library—for which grant 1s made and about $20.000 will
be expended—there will be a large space in the basement which
the Library authorities have kindly designated as available for
the Waterloo Historical Society. This will give a room 24 feet
by 39 feet in size, which, with little extra expense, can be made
dry and fire-proof.
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 History of the Galt Public Library
By James E. Kerr

I congratulate the Waterloo Historical Society on the work it is
doing. Of the importance of that work it is not necessary for me to
speak; 1 rejoice that such a good beginning has been made. The
Society has already acquired much valuable material that will, I hope,
be used in compiling a history of this very important and prosperous
section of Canada.

The story of Waterloo county will not possess, perhaps, those
dramatic features that belong to the annals of some of our border
counties, and yet I venture to say that the history of the settlement
of Waterloo county will be a very interesting one. There are features
that are,I think, peculiar to this county. Such are the advent of our
German friends from Pennsylvania, the incidents of their journey
hither, their heroic struggles, their ultimate success, and in the southern
portion of the county the influx of the Scotch settlers who did
such grand pioneer work. May I not add also that the history of our
county will tell how men of English descent and men of German descent
lived together, not only without quarrelling with one another, but
grew to have such mutual respect and friendship that in course of time
they became one people?

The Hon. James Young has shown in his history of Galt what can
be done in the way of local history. Mr. Young was well qualified for
the task by his ability and thorough knowledge of the people of whom
he wrote. He was fortunate in that when he wrote his book the events
which he describes were well within the memory of men then living.
1 acknowledge my indebtedness to him for much of what I am about
to read to you in this very brief sketch of library work in Galt.

On Christmas Day, 1836, a meeting was held at the King’'s Arm
Hotel, Galt, to decide what should be done to start a public library
in the village. Books at that period were scarce and dear in Canada
and no paternal and benignant government was willing or indeed ever
thought of giving financial aid to such an wundertaking. -1t
was suggested that the Hon. William Dickson, the only man of
means in the community, might perhaps help. He was accordingly
asked for a loan of $100 and he was kind enough to furnish the
borrowers with that sum on security being given for it by all the
members of the committee. We may be sure that no ephemeral
literature found a place in this library which bore the somewhat
formidable title of “The ‘Galt Subscription and Circulating Library.”
The first librarian was a Mr. Hunter, after him Mr. George Lee, the
village watchmaker, who was in turn succeeded by a Mrs. Johnston,
widow of a former baker, and whose rooms were reached by a some-
what precarious outside stair and formed the upper storey of a
clapboarded store which stood at the corner of Main and Ainslie
streets, opposite the place where the Gore Mutual building now stands.
In familiar parlance the stock of books which were contained in two
or three pine chests was called “Johnston’s Library.”

On the day of organization fifty members were enrolled, but in a
short time this number was increased to one hundred and fifty. No
provision was made for a reading room, but the borrower of a book
hurried home with his treasure to read it in the evening by the light
of a tallow candle, the only artificial light which was then obtainable,
unless, like young Abraham Lincoln, he was content to read by the
fitful light of a log fire.. The juvenile reader in search for picture
books found only wood cuts of the most primitive description, depict-
ing, perhaps, Robinson Crusoe and his man Friday, or some Biblical
picture to make clear to the youthful understanding the mysteries of
Scripture truth.
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The men who took the most prominent part in organizing the first
library in the village were: Rev. Dr. Bayne, Alexander Burnet, James
Cowan, John Gowinlock, William Trotter, H. G. Rarlow, James Harris,
Andrew Elliott, Francis McElroy, Francis Hogg, Andrew Moscrip and
Walter H. Benn. These men have long since passed away, but they all
did good work in their day in laying the foundations cf a progressive
and moral community; to the older generation of Galtonians their
names call up a crowd of memories of the days that are no more.

In 1853, Galt having grown to be a prosperous village and aspiring
even then to be the ‘‘Manchester of Canada,” a larger library was
required that on the 31st of May of that year the “Circuiating Library”
was merged in the ‘*Galt Mechanics’ Institute.” For the books con-
tained in the former institution the sum of §160 was paid. Morris C.
Lutz was the first president, and James G. Fraser the first librarian.
Mr. Fraser had charge of the telegraph office and in this office soace
was found for the bocks. The librarian received the not very munifi-
cent sum of $20 per annum for his services. In 1857 the “Noah’s Ark,”
as the old Town Hall was facetiously called, was removed and found
its “Mount Ararat” a little further up lMarket streef, its former site
being required for the new Town Hall. This very plain but substantial
building was finished in 1858 and acecmrmodarion was found in it for
the ‘Mechanics Institute” Library, which was presided over by Mr.
Alex. Addison, who succeeded Mr. Fraser. In its new quarters there
was space found for a reading room, which very considerably added to
the popularity and usefulness of the institution. The enquiring reader
found always a sympathetic helper in Mr. Addison. Even in larger
and better appointed libraries than that of our old Mechanics Institute,
librarians find it difficult to suit everybody. Often the inaquiries for
books are somewhat humorcus. A boy came into our library and
wanted a book about pigs. The librarian. curious to know what he
wanted to know about pigs, found that the boy really wanied a book
describing the process of making pig iron. Another reader asked for a
book called “The Little Toe.” After a moment's thought the librarian
produced the Rev. R. E. Knowles' book called “The Undertow.”” This
yarn is equalled by the enquiry of a man for “JMr. Homer's Adessa.”” A
boy told the librarian he wanted two books, one for himself and one
for his father. WWhen asked what kind of books he would like, he
said, “Well, you see, father he likes love, but I likes fighting.”” Not
often now-a-days, but in the o!d times frequently the remark would
be made by a juvenile reader, “Don’t wan: no more of them old-
fashioned books.” The ideal librarian is a person of infinite patience,
limitless tact, and the sweetness of an angel. I will not say that Mr.
Addison or any librarian we have ever had measured gquite up to that
standard. It is certain, however, that there has been a growing desire
on the part of our purchasing committee to get books that will interest
the public. The juvenile department is now a branch of library work
and in our present library we have a children's reading room contain-
ing newspapers and books suitable for children.

On JMr. Addison’s death in 1878, Mr. Charles Stewart became
librarian. He was a man of literary tastes, with a strong predilection
for poetry; indeed, he wrote some very pretty poeris in a niinor key
which were published from time to time in our local papers., The
limited income which we received made it impossible to greatly increase
our stock, which numbered latterly about 3,000 volumes.

In 1897 we removed to larger quarters provided for us by the Town
Council in the upper storey of the Market Building. Mr. Stewart had
been succeeded by his daughter, Miss Jennie Stewart. She very
efficiently combined the duties of librarian and secretary of the Board.
Her early death in June, 1859, caused much regret to the Board and
to the patrons of the Library by whom ler amiability, her shrewd.
sense and her diligence in the performance of her duties were much
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appreciated. The old Circulating Library and its successor, the
Mechanics Institute, added to their slender incomes by means of a
course of lectures given either in the old village hall or in the New
Connection Methodist Church, which was situated on Dickson street.
Some of the lecturers were local men but most of them came from
Toronto, London or other places. The lectures were well attended.
One can imagine that amusements were few and that the young
people attended them rather for the chance of an evening out than
from any great thirst for knowledge.

The hall was lit by tallow candles arranged along the walls. A
big stove near the door was used in heating the room. In old times
the whole village turned out to the lecture, but in later times lectures
became unpopular and other more lively attractions drew people
away. At present, though the moving picture shows and cheap
theatrical entertainments draw the crowds, the lecture has regained its
place; at least there are now a sufficiently large number of the more
cultured people who are willing to attend a good lecture. Our library
of late years has had several courses of lectures solely on educational
lines and the small hall in the Library Building on the occasion of a
lecture is generally well filled.

In the late 90’s it was felt that the Mechanies Institute had ceased
to fulfil the expectations of its founders. One reason of its failure in
the later period of its existence was that it had not funds to carry on
such a library as the people required. The income including the
government grant of about two hundred dollars, and a like sum from
the Town Council, was only about seven hundred and fifty dollars, so
that after paying the running expenses very little money was left for
the purchase of books, magazines and newspapers. Steps were taken,
therefore, to turn the Mechanics Institute into a Free Public Library.
A popular vote was taken and a large majority favoring such a change,
a bylaw to that effect was passed by the Town Council. The first
officers of the organization were: President, Dr. Radford; Secretary,
J. E. Kerr; Treasurer, Edward Radigan; the other members of the
Board of Directors, R. Alexander, Charles Turnbull, Rev. Father Craven,
Johin H. McGregor, Alex. Sloan, Willlam Wallace, and the 2layor,
Thomas Vair.

The rooms in the Market Building were refitted and 2 better system
of heating and lighting installed. Miss A. G. Millard, who had suc-
ceeded Miss Stewart, was appointed librarian. The reorganization
soived the financial difficulty as the town grant was very largely
increased, and as the basis of the grant was soon established at the
rate of one-half mili on the dollar enough money was received to buy
all the books required.

‘This municipal grant has increased from year to year and now, with
the government grant added, our income is approaching four thousand
dollars per annum. e received from Mr. Carnegie $23,000 to put up
a suitable library. The Carnegie building was opened in August, 1905.
The Library is entirely free to ail the people of Galt. There is a Read-
ing room, a Stack room, Reference rocm and Librarian’s room on the
main floor. Upstairs there is a large Children’s rcom, a Board room and
Lecture hall. The borrowers of books in the Library number nearly
4,000. TUnder the efficient superintendence of Miss Millard and two as-
sistants its infiluence and usefulness are rapidly extending and we fzel
that the Public Library has attained its proper place among the educa-
tional institutions of Galt.
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Boundaries of Canada

Dr. Otto Klotz, Dominion Astronomer, of Ottawa, gave an address
at the Collegiate Institute, Berlin, on the above subject, on April 17,
1914, under the joint auspices of the Waterloo Historical Society and
the Canadian Club. The address was illustrated by numerous maps
thrown on the screen, showing the various boundaries and their
evolution. The speaker cleared up many points to the large assem-
blage, and removed erroneous impressions, such as: that the greater
part of the State of Maine should belong to Canada by running or
extending the 45th parallel to the sea; that the “Northwest angle” of
the Lake of the Woods should have read in the treaty ‘“Southwest
angle,” and prevented Minnesota from projecting her nose into Canada;
that Great Britain has always sacrificed the interests of Canada; and
that Canada rightly claimed sea-ports in southeastern Alaska. He
told the story how and why the 45th and 49th parallels figure 1in
our boundary line, and showed why in running the 49th parallel it was
pulled about by the attraction of the mountains, making it a crooked
line instead of a smooth parallel of latitude.

In order to trace the evolution of the boundary, composed of
various sections, it is necessary to give an historical sketch of each
part, brief as it must be, due to the limited time at my disposal.

Beginning with the discovery of Newfoundland by Cabot in 1497,
who subsequently followed the coast southward to latitude 34 degrees,
England claimed the Atlantic coast down to that parallel, as shown
more than a century afterwards, when James I. granted in 1606 the
first charter to the London Company for the territory lying between
34 and 38 degrees, and to the Plymouth Company between 41 and 45
degrees, leaving a neutral zone between them of 3 degrees. Here we
have the first mention of the 45th parallel, and it has persisted to the
present day.

Cartier entered the Gulf of St. Lawrence in 1534, and ascended the
St. Lawrence the following year, that is, in 1535, thereby securing for
France that vast waterway and the country tributary thereto. The
two great rival nations, England and France, have each now a foothold
on the northern half of the American continent, and for 150 years
rivalry, war and bloodshed continued ere the complete supremacy of
the former was established on the Plains of Abraham in 1759.

The charter given by Queen Elizabeth in 1583 to Sir Walter Raleigh
makes no mention of boundaries for his colonization scheme, which
proved a complete failure, although the name Virginia, in honor of the:
Queen, has come down to us from that time.

Copyright Canada 1914 by the Waterloo Historical Society
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The real-beginning of trouble between England and France soon
followed the granting of a charter by Henry IV., King of France, to
De Monts for the seacoast and territory lying between 40 and 46
degrees. De Monts erected rude forts at the mouth of the St. Croix
and at Port Royal on the Bay of Fundy, now known as Annapolis
Royal. It will be observed that this latter charter was overlapped by
the charter to the Plymouth Company given three years later, and
already referred to. Following chronologically, we may mention the
advent in 1609 of Henry Hudson—an Englishman—in the river bearing
his name, whereby the Dutch, in whose service Hudson was, established
themselves later in New Netherlands and founded New Amsterdam,
now New York. The first encounter between the English and French
took place in 1614 when Argal drove the French from Port Royal. No
place in America suffered more from the vicissitudes of war than did
Port Royal, for many times it was taken only to be ceded again by
treaty until in 1710 it, with Acadia, permanently fell to England. 'The
French had called their possessions New France, and the Dutch theirs
New Netherlands, while New England first appears in the charter,
another charter, given by James I. in 1620 to the Plymouth Company,
wherein their limits are extended from 40 degrees to 48 degrees. The
following year James [. gave to his friend Sir William Alexander
(afterwards Lord Stirling) a charter covering ‘“Nova Scotia” or New
Scotland, as the territory was called. This charter formed an
important part in future boundary discussions. By it the boundary
ascended the St. Croix river to its remotest spring to the west, and
thence to the nearest bay, river or stream emptying into Canada’s
great river (the St. Lawrence) and thence along it to the sea. There
were two inconsistencies in this boundary; in the first place it en-
croached on the territory of the New Plymouth Company, and in the
second place it included the south shore of the St. Lawrence wkich
undoubtedly was rightly claimed by the French. However, the
Plymouth Company relinquished its claim on the area common with
the grant to Alexander. In 1628 Sir William sent out Sir David Kirk
and he took Port Royal again. In the same year the council of the
Plymouth Company made a grant to the Governor and Company of
Massachusetts Bay. We find the English colonies on the Atlantic
coast growing more rapidly than the French to the north of them, and
hostilities are chronie if not continuous. Beside the occupation by
the English on the Atlantic coast, the Dutch occupied, as already
noted, New Netherlands, and similarly a New Sweden was founded in
1638 on the Delaware, which, however, was later absorbed in the
grant to William Penn in 1681.

These more southerly English possessions have little relation, save
indirectly, wi