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In 1919 the Daily Telegraph ofKitchener, Ontario, published its Peace Souvenir: Activities 
of Waterloo County in the Great Wm: 1914-1918. In it were the names of the 3,763 county 
men and women who had served in the war. Eleven pages of black-bordered photographs 
offered a stirring testament to the county's 486 war dead. 1 This was a war that had forever 
changed Waterloo County and indeed all of Canada. 

Commemorations of this kind served many purposes, and they helped form Canada's 
collective memory of the First World War. A flurry of cenotaphs, memorials, reunions, 
poems, books, paintings, and pilgrimages to old battlefields helped create the idealized 
memory of a war where Canadian soldiers had fought and died for a just victory.2 The 
people of Waterloo County shared in Canada's memory of the First World War. From 
plaques in Wellesley Township to cenotaphs and church windows in Elmira, New Hamburg, 
Preston, Hespeler, and Ayr, the county played its part in the act of remembrance. In Galt, 
Waterloo County's second city, 10,000 people attended the dedication of a war memorial in 
1930. 

Nevertheless, some important features of the war's memory held a troublesome meaning 
in a county which had once promoted itself proudly as a German-Canadian cultural and 
economic area, with the city of Berlin at its centre. In the popular mind, Germany and 
things German represented the evil shadow of civilized society.3 To embrace the myth of 
the war was not enough; the people ofWaterloo County had to create a myth of their own. 

Few understood this better than William Henry Breithaupt. The Peace Souvenir was his 
idea, and he wrote its introduction: "The history of Waterloo County is a proud record of 
the loyalty of its inhabitants to the British Government and its institutions. In the Great 
War, 1914-1918, the County, without distinction of ancestry, whether Pennsylvanian, Scotch, 
English, Irish, German or other, responded freely and immediately to the call to arms."4 

Proclaiming the loyalty ofWaterloo County was just part of the work that lay ahead. In the 
years following 1918, Breithaupt and a group of authors, politicians, and religious leaders 
nurtured a founding myth for Waterloo County, one that explained the county's German 
past in a way that would be acceptable within the prevailing memory of the war. Like so 
many other "founding myths," this one was not built on falsehoods; its purpose was to 
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